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TO 


THOMAS  FOWLER,  M.  D. 

Late  Pb^cian  of  the  General  Infirmary  of  the. 

County  of  Stafford. 

MY  DEAR  SIR, 

The  fuccefs  with  whicli 
you  have  in ve (ligated  the  properties 
and  effe6ls  of  feveral  articles  of  the 
Materia  Medica,  has  conferred  on  you 
a folid  reputation  among  your  con- 
temporaries, and  renders  this  cxpredion 
of  refpe6l  to  your  talents  peculiarly 
proper,  from  one  who  has  been  engaged 
in  fimilar  inquiries.  But,  while  I chc- 
rilh  a high  ellimation  of  your  public 
chara6ler,  it  affords  me  a peculiar  fatis- 
fa6lion  to  addrefs  you  as  a friend : 
affuring  you,  that  I feel  the  higheft 
gratification  in  tracing  back  the  various 
events  of  many  fucceeding  years,  by 

which 
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which  our  friendfhip  has  been  more 
clofely  cemented,  till  it  has  acquired 
a vigour,  which  I truft  will  fufFer  no 
abatement,  and  a maturity  which  will 
never  know  a fymptom  of  decay. 

That  enlarged  Philanthropy  by 
wdiich  your  prqfeffional  exertions  have 
been  actuated,  during  the  long  couffe 
of  an  ufeful  life,  will,  I ^m  fure,  feel 
lefs  gratified  by  the  mofl  laboured 
panegyric  on  your  various  acquire- 
ments, than  by  a tribute  paid  to  your 
focial  virtues  and  your  moral  cha- 
' patter. 

i am.  Dear  Sir, 

With  great  refpeft  and  regard. 

Your  faithful  and  afFeftionate  friend, 
and  obedient  fervant, 

t « 

JOHN  PEARSON. 

qoiden-Square, 

^fay  I,  i8oo. 
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1.  IHE  various  and  difcordant  opinions 
which  have  been  adopted  and  dilleminated  by 
ditlerent  medical  writers,  concerning  the 
efficacy  of  feveral  articles  of  the  materia 
medica,  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  have  proved 
the  occafton  of  much  confufion  in  reafoning, 
and  of  no  lefs  inftability  in  practice.  It  were 
defirable  therefore,  to  attain  to  fome  degree 
of  precifion,  in  eftimating  the  qualities  of  the 
mineral  or  vegetable  produ(5lions  which  have 
been  recommended  for  the  cure  of  that  com- 
plaint ; to  afeertain  whether  any  other  fub- 
Itance  than  Mercury  be  a true  and  certain 
antidote  ; and  to  what  ends  and  purpofes  any 
of  the  numerous  medicines  recommended 

b may 


u 


INTRODUCTION. 


may  be  employed,  either  in  conjunftioti  witll 
Mercury,  or  after  the  completion  of  a mer- 
curial courfe. 

My  principal  defign,  in  publifliing  the  fol- 
lowing work,  is  to  communicate  the  refult  of 
my  obfervations  on  thefe  fubjedts,  with  a 
view  of  contributing  my  aid  towards  difpelling 
thofe  uncertainties  in  which  feme  important 
pra6lical  topics  have  been  fo  long  involved. 
But,  previoufly  to  my  entering  upon  the 
fubje<5l,  I thall  offer  fome  introductory  re- 
marks, and  difplay  the  nature  of  that  evi- 
dence  upon  which  many  revolutions,  in  the 
mode  of  treating  Lues  Venerea,  have  been 
either  attempted  or  actually  brought  about. 

2.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  this  new  and  contagious  difeafe  in- 
vaded Europe,  and  fpread  with  uncommon 
rapidity  through  its  different  kingdoms ; the 
fymptoms  which  characterized  it  were  for- 
midable and  loathfome  j and  its  obltinate  and 

untraCtable 
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untraflable  nature,  refiftcd  the  moft  con- 
fummate  medical  fkill  of  that  period.  The 
aftonilhment  and  perplexity  excited  by  the 
ravages  of  this  hitherto  unknown  plague, 
cannot  be  afcribed,  Iblcly,  to  the  novel  or 
uncommon  form  in  which  the  complaint 
fliewed  itfdf ; fince  there  is  fcarcely  an  ap- 
pearance produced  by  Lucs  Venerea,  which 
is  peculiar  and  appropriate  to  that  malady,* 
and  which  has  not  occurred  as  a chara61er  ot* 
fomc  other  difeafe.  The  mode  in  wliich  it  was 
moft  commonly  communicated,  the  unrelent- 
ing fury  with  which  it  proceeded  from  one 
order  of  pauiful  and  difgufting  fymptoms  to 
another,  and,  above  all,  the  ineffiew  of 
the  feveral  methods  of  treatment  which  wiere 
adopted  by  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of 
that  period,  furniftied  reafons  but  too  cogent, 
both  to  the  patient  and  his  medical  attendant, 
for  regarding  it  as  one  of  the  moft  deftruc- 
tivc  fcourges  that  had  ever  vifited  the  human 
race. 

b 3 3.  Within 
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- Within  a very  fhort  fpace  of  lime  aflet 
the  firfl:  appearance  of  this  malady,  it  Was 
difcovered  that  Mercury  was  capable  of  fiih- 
duing  its  malignity,  and  of  cUfing  the  cfFe6ts 
produced  by  the  virus  ; a difcovery  which, 
during  a fliort  time,  reftrained  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe,  and  allayed  the  apprehenfions 
of  the  afflifted. 

The  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  that  tim$, 
were  indeed  very  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  and  peculiar  character  of  Lues 
Venerea ; and  their  knowledge  of  the  powers 
and  properties  of  the  remedy  they  had  ac- 
quired, was  too  vague  and  indefinite  to 
conduct  them  to  a fafe  and  fuccefsful  method 
of  practice.  They  were  accuftomed  to  admi- 
niller  the  fpecific  in  immoderate  doles,  and 
repeated  them  at  too  Ihort  intervals ; hence, 
by  fuddenly  exciting  a violent  falivation,  they 
fometimes  deftroyed  the  unfortunate  patient ; 
and  when  that  did  not  happen,  they  very  fre- 
quently inflicted  calamities  on  him,  not  infe- 
rior 


INTRODUCTION. 


rior  to  what  might  have  been  produced  by  the 
difeafe  they  were  attempting  to  cure.* 

The  medical  praditioners  of  tliofe  times 
did  not  polTcfs  a correct  knowledge  of  the 
quantity  of  Mercury  neceOary  to  efTea  a 
radical  cure;  they  had  no  diftina  notion  of 

* Tandem  eo  incommodi  res  venicbat,  ut  dentlum 
ufus  adimeretur,  iplis  vacillantibus.  Os  alioqui  totum 
uno  occupante  ulcere,  cibi  appetentiam,  frigcfaOo  flo- 
macho,  & turbanle  Ibetore,  amitterem  afgri.  Cuinque 
fitis  eiFct  intolcrabilis,  tamen,  quod  ad  llomacham  faceret, 
potionis  genus  nullum  inveniebatur.  Alultis  ad  verligi- 
□em,  quibufdam  ad  infaniam  ufque  infellaba(ur  cere* 
brum.  Tremebant  indc  non  manus  tantum,  fed  pedes 
etiam,  el  univerfum  corpus  ac  lingua  balburiem  trahebat, 
nonnullis  immedicabiicm.  Multos  in  media  curalionc 
inlerire  vidi,  el  quendam  novi  fic  medentem,  qui  (res 
una  die  viros  agricolas,  cum  intra  hypocaudum  plus 
;rquo  arduans  conclufiflet,  ac  Uli  falutis,  quam  fic 
adepturos  fe  fperubant,  dudio  patientius  quam  par  oral 
condfterent,  donee  defeciis  per  caloris  vehementiam 
cordibus,  mori  nou  fentirent,  mifere  jugulavit.  Alios 
vidi  intumefeente  ad  fauces  gutture,  quum  exilum  non 
haberet  fanies  primum,  quam  in  fputo  dejici  oportuit, 
deinde  ipfe  etiam  fpirilus  fudbeari,  quofdam  cum  mejere 
non  podent,  mori.  Omnino  pauci  convaluerunt,  atquc 
illi  hoc  periculo,  hac  amaritudine,  his  malis. 

Ulrichus  dc  HuUen,  de  Morbo  Gallico.  Cap.  IV. 

b 3 the 
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the  kngth  of  time  during  which  its  medicinal 
adtion  ought  to  be  fupported  in  the  animal 
fyftcm  ; nor  were  they  always  competent  to 
diftinguifli  between  the  proper  eff'e6ls  of  the 
venereal  poifon,  and  the  pernicious  confe- 
quences  of  an  injudicious  practice. 

The  ill  fucccfs  which,  in  a great  variety  of 
inftances,  attended  the  exertions  of  the  early 
pra<5titioners,  and  the  deplorable  condition  to 
which  great  numbers  of  their  miferable  pa- 
tients were  reduced,  by  the  mal-adminiftration 
of  this  aftive  mineral,  foon  brought  their 
mode  of  treatment  into  difrepute,  and  excited 
inquiries  after  other  remedies,  lefs  uncertain 
in  their  fpecific  qualities,  and  lefs  injurious 
to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  difeafed, 
in  their  confequences. 

As  the  perfuafion  that  the  Lues  Venerea 
was  originally  imported  from  Hilpaniola,  in 
the  ihip  which  brought  back  Columbus  and 
his  companions,  was  generally  adopted,  and 
as  it  was  alfo  a current  opinion,  that  this 

malady 
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jnalady  was  cndemial  in  the  Weft-India 
Iflands,*  it  was  prefumed,  that  the  country 
whence  it  was  derived,  could  probably  fumilh 
a fafe  and  efficacious  remedy. 

4.  The  Lignum  San6lum,  or  Guaiacum 
Wood,  was  brought  into  Europe  early  in  the 
fixtcenth  century,  and  the  Deco6lk)n  of  it 
was  declared  to  be  an  infallible  remedy  againft 
every  form  of  Lues  Venerea:  nor  were  its 
advocates  fatisfied  with  placing  it  on  an 
equality  with  Mercury ; they  averred,  that 
this  vegetable  was  capable  of  eradicating  the 
difeafe,  where  fucceffive  oourfes  of  Mercury 
had  totally  failed  of  fuccefs. 

This  new  medicine  was  however  often 

% 

found  to  be  inefficient  in  the  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea;  and  the  failures  which  occurred, 

* Although  thii  account  of  the  origin  of  Lue* 

V^enerea  is  commonly  received  as  authentic,  yet  I have, 

during  many  years,  been  accuftomed  to  controvert  the 

opinion,  in  my  ledures  on  that  fubjefl ; the  fubttance  of 

which  I defign  hereafter  to  offer  to  the  public,  in  a 

Treatife  on  the  Lues  Venerea. 

' 


were 


INTRODUCTION. 


viii 

were  fomelimes  afcribed  to  the  introduftion 
of  a fpurious  kind  of  Guaiacum  Wood  ; at 
other  times,  to  a diminution  of  its  medicinal 
qualities,  by  keeping  it  too  long.  Thefc  opi- 
nions excited  many  refpedtable  men  to  enter 
into  minute  and  detailed  defcriptions  of  the 
genuine  Wood,  the  ftate  in  which  it  ought  to 
be  ufed,  and  the  proper  mode  of  extra6ting 
its  virtues ; and  not  a few  engaged  in  fliarp 
controverfics  on  topics  relating  to  it,  the 
greater  part  of  which,  we  now  confider  as 
frivolous,  or  abfurd.*  It  was  however  gene- 
rally admitted,  that  the  Wood  of  the  young 
trees,  when  employed  in  a recent  ftate,  had 
the  befl;  claim  to  confidence ; hence,  many 
difeafed  perfons  were  induced  to  migrate  to 
the  Weil  Indies,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
drinking  d^co6lions  made  of  the  frefli  plant, 

* Aphrodifiacus,  pfllam, 

Aftruc  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

Demetrius  Caneuarius,  de  Ligno  Sanflo_  Comment. 
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and  of  enjoying  the  other  advantages  of  what 
was  called  the  Indian  mode  of  treatment. 

The  following  curious  narrative,  will  ex- 
hibit the  nature  of  that  difcipline,  which  was 
pradlifed  among  the  rude  natives  of  Saint 
Domingo. 

C’eft  fouvent  par  la  mauvaife  manicre 
d’adminiftrer  Ics  remedes,  qu’on  eft  prive  de 
leurs  mcilleurs  eftets.  L’obfervation  fuivante 
fur  I’ufjge  dll  gayac  eft  des  plus  interef- 
fantes.  Sa  fource  n’eft  pas  fufpedlc ; c’eft 
le  recit  naif  de  deux  cures,  rapportces  par 
un  temoin,  fans  prevention,  qui  n’etoit  pas 
homme  de  I’Art,  & qui  pretendoit,  ou  qu’on 
ii’apportoit  pas  cn  France  Ic  vrai  gayac  ; ou 
qu’on  ignoroit  la  methode  de  s’en  fervir. 
Voici  Ic  fait  tcl  qu’en  le  lit  dans  les  diverfes 
lecons  de  Loys  Guyon,  Dolois,  Sicur  de  la 
Nauchc,  Confeiller  du  Roi  en  fes  finances 
au  Limofin.  Lyon,  1625.  Livre  IV.  Chap.  V. 
Page  610. 
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Moi  etant  a Paris,  Pan  1563,  j’avoiu 
grande  familiarite  avec  deux  jcuncs  Adole- 
“ fcences,  enfans  de  ladite  Ville,  tous  deux 
‘‘  de  bonnes  & illuftres  maifons,  defquels  je 
tairai  les  noms,  qui  fe  trouverent  infe^tes 
de  cette  contagion  venerienne,  parce  que 
le  plus  fouvcnt  clle  fe  prend  par  paillardife, 
afte  deflionnete,  & par  confequent  honteufe, 
" laquelle  U3  celerent  tant  de  temps  qu’ils 
purent’ 

Enfin  la  maladie  fe  fit  connoitre  par  la 
« pelade,  par  puftules  rouges  qui  leur  vinrent 
au  front,  douleurs  au  milieu  des  os,  tant 
des  bras,  jambes,  cuilles.,  epaules,  que  fur 
le  devant  de  la  tete,  les  nuits  jufqu’a 
environ  Paube  du  jour,  & autres  lignes> 
comme  la  douleur  au  gofier,  ne  pouvant 
“ Men  avalcr  la  viande.  Les  parcns  les. 

1 

« mirent  entre  les  mains  de  Medecins  & de 
Chirurgiens  bien  experimentes,  qui  y firent 
« tout  ce  que  PArt  permettoit : mais  ils  ne 
« guerirent  pourtant.  Pour  la  feconde  fois, 

furent 


INTRODUCTIOK.  jiJ 

**  furcnt  appellcs  d’autres  M^ccins  a cette 
“ cure,  qui  y appliquerent  tout  leur  ffavoir, 
mai'5  en  vain ; & au  contrairc  cette  raaladie 
s’cmpiroit,  & fe  failbit  dcs  tophes  & nodo- 
files  a la  partie  antcrieure  de  leur  tele, 
**  & aux  os  des  bras,  cuilTcs  & jambes, 
avec  douleurs  nofturnes  infupportables:  fit 
**  coniniela  nuits’appix>choit,  fit  durant  icelle, 
**  crioient  Sc  fe  plaignoicnt  inceflamment,  tant 
que  les  voifins  les  entcndoicnt  fe  lamenter 
**  de  tous  cotes,  a caufe  de  quoi,  leurs  corps 
devinrent  fees ; res  deux  jeuncs  hommes 
etoient  de  complexion  different,  & avoient 
neanmoins  les  manes  fymptomes,  ce  que 
**  les  Medecins  jugeoient  etre  fort  extraor- 
dinaire. 

**  Enfin,  ces  adolefcens  apres  avoir  beaucoup 
**  foufi'ert  de  maux  de  peines  fit  d’angoilfes, 
**  tant  par  les  M^ecins  & Chirurgiens,  que 
par  empyriques  qui  les  avoient  gouvernes, 
que  du  propre  mal ; apres  avoir  fait  beau- 

coup  de  depenfes,  fit  ennuye  leurs  parens, 

« furent 
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furent  laifTes  comme  incurables,  & en  etat 
de  ne  pouvoir  jamais  plus  vivre  fainement, 
M & euflent  fort  defire  que  la  mort  les  efit 
<<  faifis.  Les  chofes  etant  en  tels  termes, 
Dieu  eut  compaffion  d’ciu^  & de  leur 
parens.  Le  Sieur  de  Chantonnay,  gentil- 

V homme  Bourguignon,  de  la  Franche-Comte, 
fut  envoye  par  le  Roi  d’Efpagne  en 
Ambaflade  par  devers  Charles  IX.  Roi  de 
France,  qui  lors  fe  tenoit  ordinairement  a 
Paris ; Icdit  AmbalTadeur,  qui  fut  informe 
d'U  cas  de  ces  jeunes  gens,  dit  qu’ii 
avoit  vu  cn  Bourgogne,  en  Allemagne,  en 
Flandre,  en  Italie,  & en^Elpagne,  plufieurs 

“ veroles  qui  avoient  etc  traites  inefficacement, 
& qui  avoient  ete  chercher  leur  guerifon 
radicale  cn  Amerique,  & allegua  fpeciak. 
•*  ment  I’exemple  d’un  fien  Secretaire. 

D’apres  cet  avis.  Us  allerent  s’cmbarquer 

V cn  Efpagne,  pour  paller  a rifle  d^  Saint 
*.*  Domingue. 


La 
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La  les  Medecins  du  Viceroi  furcnt  d avis 
" qu’ils  paflafTent  cn  une  autre  ifle  qu’dh 
**  appelle  S.  Jean  au  Port  Riche,  oCi  leS 
“ femmes  font  fort  cntendues  a guerir  cctte 
Maladie.  Void  le  traitemcnt  qu’on  letir 
fit  dans  line  cabanne  de  fauvage,  fows  li 
diredion  d’une  femme  du  pays. 

''  Elle  caflbit  & fendoit  avec  fes  dents  dfe 
petits  tronfons  de  jeune  arbre  de  gayac,  St 
les  faifoit  bouiller  dans  un  vaifleau  de  terrb 
**  fans  couverture.  Elle  leur  faifoit  boire  toils 
les  matins  une  chopine  de  cettc  decodioh, 
en  deux  ou  trois  furs ; puis  les  faifoit  pro- 
" niener,  exercer  a I’efcrime,  ou  bien  alloierit 
travailler  a une  mine  d’or,  qui  n’etait  gucres 
**  loin  du  village,  Pefpacc  de  deux  heures  ; 
**  puis  venoient,  etant  pleins  de  fuenr,  a la 
**  maifon,  & changcoient  fculement  de  che- 
mife  ; puis  les  faifoit  diner,  ne  buvant  que 
**  de  I’eau  de  pluie  puifee  dans  une  marre. 

*'  Swr  les  trois  heures  apres  midi,  on  leur 
**  faifoit  boire  autant  de  gayac,  comme  aa 

" matin  ; 
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matin,  & faire  le  meme  exerdce ; & fans 
autre  ceremonie  ni  remede,  fe  trouverent 
“ entierement  gueris  dans  fix  femaines  ; fans 
autre  inconvenient,  que  d’avoir  les  gencives 
**  enflees  & enflammees ; ce  dont  ils  gueri- 
rent  incontinent,  apres  qu’on  les  eut  fait 
" faigner,  en  les  piquant  en  piufieurs  endroits 
**  avec  un  os  de  poifibn  fort  pointu.  Les 
nodofit6s  qu’ils  avoient  aux  os  difparurent ; 
''  toutes  les  douleurs  nodumes  ceflerent  dans 
quinzc  jours  ; I’app^tit  leur  revint ; enfin 
tous  les  accidens  fe  diffiperent ; ils  retour- 
nerent  fains  en  Efpagne,  puis  a Paris. 
L’un,  fils  de  Maitre  des  Comptes,  eft  dcvenu 
Officier  aux  Finances ; I’autre  a rendu  dc 
grandes  fervices  au  Roi  es  dernieres  guerres 
**  de  rUnion,  dans  la  profeffion  des  armc?., 
II  faut  que  I’arbre  foit  jeune  & tendre:  on 
**  ne  nous  en  apporte  que  du  vieil."  Louis, 
Parallele  des  Traitemens,  &c.  Chap.  II. 

5.  The  experience  of  a few  years,  taught 
the  medical  praditioners  of  the  fixteenth 

century. 
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century,  that  the  Lignum  Guaiaci  was  not  an 
infallible  antidote  againft  Lues  Venerea  ; and 
the  frequent  proofs  which  occurred  of  its 
infufficiency,  led  them  to  inquire  after  other 
vegetable  remedies.  Accordingly,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fame  century,  firll  the  China 
Root,  and  then  the  Sarfaparilla  Root,  were 
brought  into  Europe,  with  the  moft  pofitive 
and  refpe6table  atteftations  of  their  fuperior 
efficacy  in  venereal  complaints. 

TheGuaiacuni  Wood,  however,  was  not 
ablblutely  fuperfeded  by  the  arrival  of  thefe 
competitors  ; for  the  ffiree  vegetable  fpecifics, 
as  they  were  tenned,  were  adminiftered, 
fometimes  feparately,  and  often  in  conjunc- 
tion, to  great  multitudes  of  infected  perfbns; 
and,  as  the  writers  of  tliat  period  aflbre  us, 
with  the  nioft  diftinguiffied  advantage.  But, 
although  this  method  of  treating  the  difeafe, 
prevailed  during  many  years;  yet  the  ufc 
of  Mercury  was  not  ablblutely  laid  afide, 
even  by  thofc  who  were  tlie  ftrongell  advo- 
cates 
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cates  for  thefe  new  medicines;  and  many 
eminent  men,  who  flouriflied  at  that  time> 
were  fo  far  from  concurring  in  the  general 
opinion,  refpe6ting  Guaiacum  Wood,  China 
Root,  and  Sarfaparilla  Root,  that  they  regarded 
them  as  uncertain,  or  even  nugatory,  in  vene^ 
real  cafes ; and  they  infilled  on  the  propriety 
of  confiding  in  Mercury  alone,  for  the  radical 
cure  of  Syphilis.* 

6.  Amidft  the  feveral  difeordant  opinions 
which  have  been  maintained  and  defended, 
concerning  the  moft  fuccefsful  mode  of  treat- 
ing  Lues  Venerea,  the  fortunes  of  Mercury 
have  been  various  and  flu6luating.  With  a 
certain  proportion  of  medical  pra6litioners, 
it  maintained  a fteady  and  undiminifiied  repu- 
tation : by  many,  it  was  difparaged  and  under- 
valued, as  a mineral  polfelfed  of  no  decided 
efficacy  ; and,  by  fome  the  adminiftration  of 
it  was  exploded  altogether.  Even  in  the  time 

* Braffavolus,  Bayrus,  Rondeletius,  &c. 
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of  Morgagni,*  this  medicine  was  interdifled 
by  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  phyficians  in 
Italy ; and  ftrong  prejudices  againft  the  ufe 
of  it  fubfiftcd,  according  to  the  teftimony  of 
Murray,  fo  late  as  the  middle  of  the  prefent 
century.f 

How  far  reafon,  or  faihion,  or  caprice,  was 
predominant  in  conducting  to  fuch  a determi- 
nation, I prefume  not  to  decide : certain  it  is, 

* Memini,  cum  ego  adolofccntulu*  Bononiam  pctii, 
ufque  adco  jam  defertum  utrumque  Mercurii  ufum,  ut 
annii  o6lo  quos  ibi  medicinae  Audio  tribui,  ne  unum 
quidem  audiverim  medicum,  nedum  vidcrim,  alterutra 
rationem  utcntem ; — Quibus  igitur  praeAantiAimos  illo* 
medicos  vidiAi,  inquis,  remediis  utentes  contra  vene* 
ream  Luem  ? NImirum  dccoitii  five  pcrvulgala,  idque 
ut  plurimum  ratione  datis,  five  alia  quam  Valfalvx,  nec 
rare,  in  ufu  fuilTo,  vidi. 

Morgagni  de  fed  & Caufis  Morb.  Lib.  IV.  Ep.  58. 

f Adhuedum  Florentiac  in  Nofocomio  incurabilium 
ad  folum  GuaiacI  lignum  & Sarfapariilx  radicem,  tan- 
quam  ad  facram  anchoram  medici  confugiant,  & in 
Nofocomiii  Hetruri*  plurimis  lege  ufus  Mercurii  fit 
vnterdiflus. 

Appar.  Med.  Tom.  III. 

c that 
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that  notwithftanding  the  puny  damoufs  of 
liorance,  the  crafty  difcourfe  of  interelled  eiri-f 
piricifm,  and  even  the  imperious  voice  of 
authority.  Mercury  continues  to  this  day  the 
medicine  commonly  employed,  and  alone 
relied  oii,  in  all  truly  venereal  cafes.  And, 
although  there  are  many  who  pretend  to  ex- 
clude it  from  their  noftrums,  yet  their  perfi- 
dious declarations  are  occafionally  betrayed 
by  the  falivating  qualities  of  that  mineral, 
which,  in  defiance  of  every,  difguife  and  com- 
bination, will  fometimes  appear,  to  the  detec- 
tion of  the  impoftor.* 

7.  In  aflerting  the  preference  dUe  to  Mer- 
cury,  as  an  antivenereal  remedy,  before  alf 

* Mr.  Bromfeild,  fpeaking  of  tlicfe  noflram -mongers, 
Obferves,  that  “ many  of  theft  are  happily  fiirnillied 
“ with  a liever  failing  diet  drink,  that  cures  the  Evil, 
« Leprofy,  Lues,  &c.  and  declare  they  never  give  a 
“ grain  of  Mercury ; yet  we  find  by  the  llate  of  the 
“ patient’s  mouth,  or  bowels,  that  by  accident  a little  of 
” the  Corrosive  Sublimate  had  slipped  in,  unkncu>n  to  the 
preparer^' 

Bpomfeild  on  the  Night-Shade,  &c.  P.  79- 

others' 
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others  yet  introduced  into  pra<5tice,  I neither 
intend  to  deny,  nor  to  conceal,  that  real  in- 
conveniencies  are  fometimes  connected  with 
the  adminiftration  of  that  medicine.  There 
arc  certain  peculiarities  of  conftitution,  where 
its  irritating  qualities  predominate  over  its 
medical  ones,  and  where  the  mode  of  its 
agency  feems  rather  calculated  to  diftrefs  the 
patient,  and  to  injure  the  health,  than  to 
remove  the  difeafe  for  which  it  is  exhibited: 
hence,  it  were  highly  defirable  to  acquire  a 
medicine  equally  potent  as  an  antivenereal, 
and  not  ponclllng  certain  aftive  properties 
peculiar  to  that  mineral.  But  this  conceffiorx 
forms  no  valid  objection  againft  Mercury  cx« 
clufively. 

There  are  other  articles  of  the  materiA 
medica,  which  produce  ill  effects  on  the  ani« 
mal  fyftem,  even  when  adminillered  with  the 
utmoft  (kill  and  judgment  It  is  fufficicntly 
known,  that  Antimony,  Ipecacuanha,  Peru- 
vian Bark,  Opium,  Digitabs,  Rhubarb,  Mag- 

nefia. 
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nelia.  Honey,  &c.  when  brought  into  confli(5> 
with  certain  idiofyncralies,  will  excite  great 
and  ferious  mifchief ; the  primary  and  dire<5t 
effe<5t  of  thefe  medicines,  on  one  or  more  parts 
of  the  animal  fyftem,  mrlitating  abfofutely 
againft  their  medicinal  qualities.  But,  exj 
ceptions  of  this  kind  make  no  impreffions 
upon  the  minds  of  confiderate  men,  unfa- 
vourable to  the  generally  acknowledged  merits 
of  thefe  drugs:  they  note  the  particular  in- 
llances,  and  fubftitutc  other  rhedicines  in  their 
Head,  which  poflcfe  qualities  coiTefponding  to 
the'  indication. 

The  wifli  which  I have  exprelR’d,  that 
another  medicine  could  be  found,  on  which 
reliance  could  be  placed,  for  the  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea,  does  in  no  wife  fpring  from  any 
diilruft  of  the  fufficiiency  of  Mercury  ; it  ori- 
ginates merely  from  the  fame  fource  which 
would  induce  me  to  defire,  that  the  means  of 
remedying  every  form  of  human  mifery,  wer^ 
abundantly  multiplied. 

I regard 
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I regard  every  effort  ufed  to  increafe  the 
♦'lore  of  rifeful  medicines,  as  highly  merito- 
rious; and,  notwithftanding  my  firm  perfua- 
fion  of  the  fafety,  efficacy,  and  pre-eminency 
x)l  Mercury,  in  all  cafes  truly  venereal,  yet 
I fliould  be  guilty  of  a very  perverfe  and 
contracted  mode  of  thinking,  were  I to  oppofe 
the  introduction  of  another  fpecific,  or  cenfure 
the  experiments  made  to  afcertain  its  intrinfic 
merits.  Scarcely  any  new  medicine  has 
been  propofed  during  the  laff  twenty  years,  of 
which  I have  not  made  fomc  trial ; and,  fo 
far  am  1 from  being  difeouraged  by  ill 
fuccefs,  that  I am  at  this  time  employed  in 
making  experiments  with  two  preparations, 
as  unpromifing  a priori,  in  my  opinion,  as 
any  that  have  been  ever  made  the  fubjeCt  of 
inquiry.* 

* Thefe  arc,  an  oxide  of  Copper,  apd  an  qxide 
Iron.  When  I have  afeertained  their  merits,  and  the 
rooft  eligible  methods  of  preparing  them,  I defign  to 
communicate  Use  refuU  of  roy  obfervations  to  the  public. 

i ' . 
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There  is^  however,  I conceive,  a point 
beyond  which  experiments  ought  not  to  be 
urged;  there  are  cafes  where  no  hazard  ought 
to  be  incurred,  by  following  dubious  methods 
of  treatment,  when  a certain  and  etBcient 
mode  of  praeftice  is  already  well  cftablitlied : 
much  lefs  is  it  warrantable,  from  the  real  or 
fuppofed  difeovery  of  a new  medicine,  to 
attempt  to  explode,  or  even  to  depreciate  the 
ufe  of  a remedy  which  has  been  fanc^ioned 
by  the  concurrent  experience  of  three  centu- 
ries. 

What  number  of  fpecific  medicines  may 
yet  lie  concealed  among  the  arcana  of  nature, 
can  form  no  proper  fubjeft  of  conjc<5turc ; 
but,  that  Mercury  is  as  indubitable  a fpecific 
againft  Lues  Venerea,  as  any  one  article  of 
the  materia  medica  is  againft  any  one  malady, 
is  a fa6l  too  authentic  to  be  difputed  by  any 
who  have  either  employment  or  reputation 
to  lofe ; and,  as  for  thofe  who  poflefs  neither, 
their  fuffrages  are  not  worth  colle6ting. 


When 
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Wiiep  inquiries  like  thofe  which  conftitute 
ihe  Ibbftancc  of  the  folIov^  ing  work,  are  fub- 
mitted  to  tlic  pubhc,  it  is  ufual  for  the  authors 
of  tjjem  to  appeal  to  a<5tual  experiments,  and 
to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  their  obfervations. 
’J'o  thofe  who  have  never  duly  confidered 
Jhc  obftacles  that  impede,  and  the  difficulties 
which  perplex,  almoft  every  attempt  at  in- 
yeftigations  of  this  kind,  it  muft  appear  extra- 
prdinary,  that  any  perfon  fhould  fail  of  gaining 
a correal  knowledge  of  the  powers  and  pro- 
perties of  niedicinal  fubftances.  Yet,  that 
men  do  perpetually  mifearry  in  their  re* 
fcarches,  is  a fa<5l  too  notorious  to  be  contro- 
verted ; and  the  difagreeing  reports  which  are 
ufliered  fpcceflively  into  the  world  ; the  difpa- 
ragement  of  medicines  once  high  in  celebrity, 
and  the  reftoration  of  others  tp  credit,  which 
had  been  expunged,  or  w ere  become  obsolete ; 
might  almoft  tempt  one  to  fufpe(5t,  that  expe- 
riments often  proyp  ap  occafion  of  multiply- 
ing the  avenues  to  error,  rather  than  of  con- 
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du6ting  to  the  acquifition  of  truth.  Let  any 
perfbn  trase  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune  which 
have  attended  any  one  powerful  inftrument  of 
medicine,  in  different  countries,  and  at  diftinft 
periods  of  time,  and  he  will  quickly  difcover 
how  little  credit  is  due  to  many  a well-told 
tale ; he  will  probably  be  humbled  and 
abafhed,  on  detecting  the  fimple  credulity, 
the  frivolous  levity,  or  even  the  party  fpirit, 
which  have  in  their  turns  ufurped  the  place 
of  a fair  ubiaffed  judgment,  and  impofed 
their  fpurious  offspring,  in  the  room  of  a fober 
and  legitimate  indudion.* 

A detailed 

* Dr.  Gregory,  the  prefent  profeflbr  ( f medicine  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  has  delivered  his  fentiments 
on  this  fubjefl  with  a manly  freedom,  in  the  Introduftion 
to  his  Philofophical  and  Literary  Elfays.  P.  94,  &c. 

“ This  kind  of  difingenuity  has  very  feldom  beenprac- 
lifed  in  any  branch  of  phyfics,  except  in  medicine ; in 
which  indeed  it  has  long  been  abundantly  common,  and 
confequently  is  well  underftood.  It  feems  now  to  be 
pretty  generally  confidered  as  one  of  thofe  peccadillos, 
which,  like  barbarous  Latin,  are  Medicis  condon^nda ; 
and  is  perhaps  thought  juftifiable,  on  the  long  eftabliflied 

medical 
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A detailed  hiftory  of  the  feveral  modes  of 
treating  Lues  V'^euerea  which  have  been  pro- 

pofed 

medical  axiom,  Si  pcpulm  vuU  decipi,  decipia/ur.  And, 
at  any  rate,  great  allowances  are  to  be  made  for  ihofe 
who  muft  live  by  the  follies,  and  fears,  and  vicet  of 
mankind.  But  I much  fear  (hat  fome  of  my  profcfllonal 
brethren  have  abufed  (heir  privilege  in  (his  refpe^,  to 
fuch  a degree  as  to  make  it  almoft  ufelefs.  The  moft 
c.andid,  and  patient,  and  experienced  phylicians,  who  are 
furely  the  beft  and  only  competent  judges  of  fuch  a 
quedion,  have  been  obliged  to  confefs,  (hat  great  numbers 
of  our  Medical  Fa^ls  and  Obfeivations  are  as  little  to  be 
relied  on  as  our  medical  theories ; and  lefs  they  cannot 
be.  In  a neighbouring  country  the  fame  remark  has  been 
fo  generally  made,  and  is  fo  well  confirmed,  as  to  be 
cxprcfTed  in  the  form  of  a proverb.  Grand  ohservaieur, 
grand  menteur’,  which  my  late  venerable  colleague  and 
preceptor  in  medicine,  Dr.  Cullen,  whofc  long  and  ex- 
tenfive  experience  had  fully  taught  him  the  truth  of  it, 
ufed  frequently  to  quote  to  his  pupils,  with  great  acrimony. 
I much  fear  the  French  proverb  will  foon  be  tranflated, 
and  naturalized  in  (his  ifland  ; and  (hat  in  a few  years  a 
book  of  Medical  Obfervations  will  be  of  at  little  value 
or  authoritv,  as  an  equal  number  of  medical  advertife- 
ments  and  certificates,  felected  from  the  London  newf- 
papers.” 

‘‘  When  either  phyficians  or  metaphyficians  were  dif- 

pofed  to  aft  difingenuoufly  in  tlie  account  which  they 

gave 
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ppled  at  different  periods  of  time,  would  fiu*, 
nifli  an  ample  illuftration  of  thefe  remarks ; 
fince  almoft  every  kind  of  vegetal)le  an^ 
mineral  produdtipn,  even  the  Bark  of  Saffafras 
and  the  Balfam  of  Sulphur,*  two  of  the  molf 
inert  fubftanccs  in  nature,  haye  beeu  cele- 
brated as  antidotes,  and  haye  obtained  atteftetf 

records  in  their  favour-  Indeed  fome  learned 

1 ■ ! ’ 

and  refpe61able  writers  have  proceeded  fo  far 
as  to  aver,  that  the  , venereal  difeafe  may  be 
cured  without  the  aid  of  medicine  ; and  the}; 
pretend  to  prove,  that  certain  changes  of  the 
climate,  various  modes  of  exercife,  partU 

gave  of  their  own  obfervations,  they  would  be  encou- 
raged to  do  fb  by  the  evident  difficulty,  pr  in  many  cafes 
the  feeming  impoflibility,  of  detefling  any  falfity  in  the 
account  which  they  gave  pf  tlieir  own  thoughts  and  theiif 
own  obfervations.” 

“ Mctaphyficians  could  fcarce  have  any  other  motive^ 
but  mere  vanity  for  afling  in  fuch  a manner  : Ph)fficians 
would  have  that  and  more,  for  not  only  empty  praife, 
but  much  folid  pudding,  may  be  earned  by  alTuming  the 
charafler  of  a great  difeoverer,  and  obferver,  and  im- 
prover in  medicine.” 

* Rulandi  Obferv.  Mediciaat 
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cular  forms  of  diet,  the  fupcrvcntion  of  fome 
acute  difuafes,  and  even  the  powers  of  reftj- 
tution  naturally  inherent  in  the  animal  fyllem 
have  each  of  them  been  equal  to  the  elimi- 
nating of  this  virus,  and  rcfioring  the  in- 
fected perfon  to  a Hate  of  foundnefs.  I fhall 
Hate  fome  of  the  evidence  which  they  adduce, 
in  confirmation  of  thete  fmgular  propofitions, 
and  offer  my  obfervations  upon  it. 

8.  The  phyfidans  and  fqrgeons  who  flou- 
riflied  at  an  early  period  after  the  firfl  appear- 
ance of  Lues  Venerea,  had  conftant  opportuni- 
ties of  obferving,  that  their  patients  acquired 
very  decided  advantages  from  a copious  and 
long  continued  perfpiration.  All  the  arrange- 
ments which  they  annexed  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  DecoCtion  of  Guaiacura,  were 
calculated  to  promote  that  effeCl ; and  they 
like  wife  employed  Fumigations  with  Spirit  of 
Wine,  the  Hot  Bath,  the  Vapour  Bath, 
Sweating  Chairs,  and  violent  Exercife,  with 
a fimilar  intention. 


It 
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U appears  probable,  that  thefe  fevcral 
piodes  of  attaining  one  and  the  fame  end,  w er^ 
adopted  with  the  detign  of  increafing  the 
momentnra  of  the  blood,  of  liquefying  the 
virus,  and  pf  exciting  a djepuratory  fever,  by 
which  the  morbid  matter  (hould  be  difcharged 
by  the  fkin : for,  as  medicine  was  cliiefly 
Galenical,  its  profeflbrs  very  confidently  ex- 
pected more  beneficial  effeCts  from  a regular 
fyftematic  courfe  of  evacuation,  than  from 
the  more  obfcure  agency ‘of  Qiecific  rcmcr 
dies.t 

* A'mbjofe  Pare  taught  that  Guaiacum  could  not  cure 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  gave  a decided  preference  to 
mercurial  friftions,  above  any  other  mode  of  treating 
it ; yet,  he  regarded  Mercury  as  bringing  on  a crifis, 
and  effeaing  a cure,  by  the  evacuations  which  it  pro- 
moted, rather  than  by  any  other  quality. 

Par  art  & ayde  des  medicaniens,  le  procure  unc  crife, 
par  le  mpyen  de  laquelle,  nature  aydee,  & dominatrice, 
expelle  & chafTe  le  venin  par  les  evacuations  fufdites ; 
de  forte  qu’eftant  la  crife  parfaidc,  il  s’cnfiut  vraye  & 
entiere  c\jration. 

Les  Oeuvres  D’Ambi;oife  Pare.  P.  451. 
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That  certain  advantages  may  be  obtained 
by  a fudorific  plan  of  treatment,  is  an  opinion 
uhich  has  been  fo  long  prevalent,  and  is  fo 
widely  diffufed,  that  it  would  argue  a moft 
unreafonable  lliare  of  fcepticifm,  to  rejefl 
indifcriminately  all  that  has  been  offered 
upon  the  fubjedt.  M.  Louis,  who  was  a 
cautious  and  enlightened  obferver,  entertained 
a very  favourable  opinion  of  the  efficacy  of 
fudorifics ; for  he  has  aflerted,  that  the  tnc- 
tiiddic  ufe  of  fuch  medicines,  wcfuld  radically 
cure  erratic  pains,  derived  from  a venereal 
infedtion  ;*  this  however,  I conceive,  ought 
only  to  be  underftood  as  implying,  that  wheri 
the  venereal  virus  is  fubdued,  fudorifics  often 
prove  beneficial  in  removing  thhfe  fymptoms 
for  the  cure  of  which  the  farther  ufe  of  Mer- 
cury is  not  adapted.  But,  although  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  and  moifture,  and  the  adminif- 
tration  of  diaphoretic  medicines,  have  been 
vfeful  under  the  diretftion  of  prudent  men,  yet 

* Parillele  de»  Traitcroens,  &c.  P.  6o. 

they 
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they  have  been  too  often  grofsly  mifapplied  ; 
and  the  general  principle  which  a<5luated 
medical  men  to  employ  them,  has  been 
frequently  urged  to  a mbft  culpable  cxcefs ; 
infomuch,  that  they  have  produced  the  laii 
ftage  of  weaknefs  and  extenuation.* 

It  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  a ftrong 
perfuafion  of  the  extraordinary  efficacy  of 
this  mode  of  treatment,  has  given  occafiort 
to  the  moll  whimfical  and  ridiculous  pradlices* 
of  which  the  following  narratives  afford  a 
curious  illuftratiori, 

Scatebat  quidem  e grege  mendicabulorum 
Lue  Venerea,  aliquot  diebus  univerfum  cor* 
pus  fimo  equirio  obruit,  ut  tantum  diet,  qua 
refpiraret.  Erat  ftetcus  frabulorum  cquino 

* Debeo  hoc  ebrpus  einaclare,  & omnem  pingoedinem 
cxpcllere. — Potus  cflo  aqua,  vd  ferum  laflis  tenuiffimum, 
nee  alius,  exercitatio  corporis  maxima,  quotidiana,  con- 
tinuata  cum  taedio  ad  fudores  ufque,  nam  vis  vitas  debet 
elTe  tanla,  ut  omne  oleum  confumat,  nec  permLltat 
novum  generari. 

Herm.  Boerhaave,  Praeleft.  Academ. 
dc  Lue  Venerea.  P.  342- 
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lotiD  faepids  perfufum,  qiiodque  jam  cotnpu- 
truerat.  EfFecit  ille  hac  arte,  ut  totum  virUni 
Gxpriiheret : addidit  aliquoties  euporiftum,  ex 
axungia,  larigna,  & hydrargyro.  Nec  alia 
Vitae  lex  fervata  eft,  quam  mantica  offerebat  * 
atque  his  remediis  curatus  eft.* 

A treatment  Hill  more  difguftirig,  was  prac- 
tifed  in  Perfia,  according  to  the  teftimony  of 
M.  Sanchez.  J’ai  appriz  en  Ruflie,  des 
perfonnes  dlgnes  de  foi,  que  les  Perfans  fe 
gueriflent  dcla  maladie  vcncrienne,  de  la  mahi* 
tre  fuivante : le  malade  fe  met  tout  nud  dans 
une  Latrine,  jufqh  au  col,  avec  Une  efpecc 
de  chapeau  fur  la  t^te,  afin  que  la  vapeut* 
des  matieres  echauffe  la  rerpiration  & toiite 
la  tete.  On  lui  fait  prendre  des  liquides 
feulement  pendant  2 1 jours,  qu’il  y refte.  tl 
y dort,  & au  bout  dc  ce  terns,  il  fort  parfake- 
ment  gu6ri,  & fon  corps  renouvelle.-f 

^ Sylloges  Memorab.  Mcdicina?.  J.  R.  CamerafJi. 

Cent.  IX.  Hift.  LXXV. 

^ Obfcrr.  fur  le*  Malad.  Veneriennes. 
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M4  Peyrilhe,  adduces  this  fad  as  an  evi- 
dence in  favour  of  the  antivenereal  powers  of 
tlie  Volatile  Alkali  ;*  but  I am  difpofed  rather 
to  regard  it  as  a very  extraordinary  mode 
of  condu6ling  the  fudorific  procefs,  and  this 
opinion  derives  confirmation  from  the  follow- 
ing remarks  of  Kempe.  Optima  ejedtio,  mea 
quidem  fententia,  eft  lenis  fudor  ; expcrientia 
enim  docet,  multos  aegrotos  in  calidis  terris, 
ufu  fudoriferorum  potuum  fanatos  efte.  In 
Hungaria  funt  montium  cavernae,  in  quibus 
homines  venerei  aliquot  dies  delitefcere  folent, 
fudant  ibi  et  levamem  fymplomatum  fuorum 
perfentifcunt.  In  Polonia,  fingularem  quan- 
dam  a Lue  Venerea  fudando  fe  liberandi  me- 
thodum  efie  ferunt,  fcilicet  aegroti  quotidie 
aliquot  horas  in  calidum  equorum  ftercus  fe 
ingerunt;  durante  hac  curatione  tenuia  ct 
pauca  cibaria  fumunt,  quam  disetam  quatuor 
feptimanas  continuant,  et  dicuntur  aegroti  a 

* EtTai  fur  la  verlu  Anti-Venericnne  dcs  Alkalis 
y«latils.  Chap.  IV. 


lue 


INTRODVCTION. 


xxxlii 


lue  e/Ie  liberati.  Poftea  eliam  no6lu  in  leftis 
vehcmenter  fudare,  mihi  relatum  eft.* 

I prefume,  few  perfons  could  be  found  in 
this  country,  who  would  fubmit  to  Ihefe  often- 
five  and  ridiculous  practices  ; nor  would  any 
man  of  credit  in  his  profeflion,  hazard  his  own 
reputation,  and  his  patients  fafety,  by  em- 
ploying diaphoretics  alone  in  the  treatment  of 
the  venereal  difeafe ; yet  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the  efficacy  of 
that  clafs  of  medicines,  far  exceeds  that  which, 
accompanies  any  of  the  modern  remedies  pro- 
pofed  as  fubftitutcs  for  Mercury.  I have, 
however,  repeatedly  tried  the  full  efte<5ts  of 
fudorific  medicines,  aided  by  hot  baths,  but 
without  curing  one  patient  by  them  ; and  1 
have  known,  in  feveral  inftances  where  the 
venereal  difeafe  has  been  miftaken  for  Rheu- 
matifm,  that  a courfe  of  hot  fea  bathing,  and 
of  the  Bath  waters,  have  been  prefcribcd  w ith- 

* Spicclegia  quxdam  ad  Cuiat.  Luis  Vcnereae,  &c„ 

J,  F.  Kempe.  F.  ita. 


d 


out 


XXXIV 


INTRODUCTION. 


Out  the  lead  advantage.  Indeed,  in  all  the 
cafes  which  have  fallen  under  my  notice, 
Vvhere  the  Bath  waters  have  been  ufed,  the 
difeafe  has  been  uniformly  aggravated. 

9.  That  the  fecondary  fymptoms  of  Lues 
Venerea  do  hot  proceed  with  equal  rapidity 
to  the  deftruftion  of  health,  or  life,  in  hot 
climates,  as  in  cold  ones,  is  I conceive  gener 
rally  allowed,  by  thofe  who  have  enjoyed 
favourable  opportunities  of  making  a compa- 
rifon.  The  difeafe  is  likewife  ufually  attended 
with  fewer  ihconveniencies  in  Spain,  Portugal, 
Italy,  and  the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  than 
it  is  in  this  kingdom ; and,  as  far  as  I can 
rely  upon  the  teftimony  of  various  perfons 
with  whom  I have  converfed  on  the  fubje<5t,  a 
fmaller  quantity  of  Mercury,  and  a fliorter 
period  of  time,  are  fafficient  for  the  curing  of 
it.  I have  likewife  had  fome  opportunities  of 
cbferving,  that  perfons  migrating  from  this 
country  into  a warmer  region,  with  Lues 
Yeiierea  in  their  conftitution,  have  palled 
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many  months  there,  without  fuft'ering  fo  much 
Uillurbance  from  the  difeafe,  as  lo  induce  them 
to  feek  for  medical  afliftance:  but,  immediately 
after  tlieir  return  to  England,  the  virus  has 
proceeded  in  its  ravages  with  renewed  activity. 

Within  the  laft  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
many  of  our  nobility  and  gentry  were  accuf- 
torned  to  pafs  over  to  France,  when  affli(5ted 
with  fecondary  fymptoms,  from  a perfuafion, 
that  they  could  obtain  a more  expeditious 
and  radical  cure  in  that  kingdom ; and 
Sydenham,  unwilling  to  admit  that  the  phy- 
ficians  of  that  nation  were  poflefled  of 
fuperior  (kill  in  treating  the  difeafe,  aferibes 
their  pre-eminent  fuccefs  to  the  greater  com- 
parative purity  of  the  French  climate.* 

That  very  falutary  effeifls  might  be  ex- 
pe6led  from  a change  of  climate,  was  taught 


* Hujufmodi  *gris,  acpnomii  illorum  corporum  everti 
ac  viribus  proilratis,  apud  pos  acr  craOus  ac  humidus 
rcfarciendis  minus  idoneus  eft,  cum  ifte  Galli*,  ntpoti 
<]ui  falubrior  ac  magis  ferenus,  fpiritus  corporis  & vire* 
deperditas  inftaurare  aptus  fit,  &c.  Sydenham.  Opufe. 
P.  405. 
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early  in  the  fixteenth  century,  by  an  author*, 
who  declares,  that  he  was  often  an  eyc-witnefe 
of  the  cure  of  tire  difeafe  from  that  circum- 
ftance  alone,  without  the  aid  of  any  medicine. 
Si  quis  apud  Barbaros  eo  morbo  inficiafur, 
qui  gariicus  vulgo  dici  folet,  raro  aut  nun- 
quam  priftinae  redditur  fanitati,  quin  mors 
tandem  inde  conl^uatur.  Solet  autem  hie 
morbus  quodam  dolorc  ac  tumore  primum 
prorepere,  ac  tandem  in  ulcera  verti.  ^*aucis 
admodum  toto  Atlante,  ‘tota  Numidia,  totaque 
Libya,  hoc  notum  eft  contagium.  Quod  fi 
quifquam  fuerit  qui  f?  eo  infeaum  fentiat, 
niox  in  Numidiam,  aut  in  l^igritarum  regU 
onem  proficifeitur,  cujus  tanta  eft  aeris  tem- 
peries,  ut  optima?  fanitati  reftitutus  inde  m 
patriam  redeat : quod  quidem  multis  accidifTe 
ipfe  meis  vidi  ociilis,  qui  nullo  adhibito  neque 
Pharmaco  neque  Medico,  praeter  faluberrimam 
jam  diaum  aerem,  revaluerant.* 

♦ Joannis  Leonis  African!,  de  totius  Afric*  defenp- 
«ione.  Lib.  I.  Fol.  33-  ^nt.  1556. 


The 


IVTROnuCTIO  V.  xxxvii 

The  influence  of  the  air  on  venereal  pa- 
tients was  an  object  of  attention  to  Gabriel 
Fallopius:  he  fecius  indeed  to  liave  confidered 
the  agency  of  climate,  as  principally  efficient 
in  modifying  the  form  or  violence  of  the 
fymptoms  ; yet  he  is  pofitive  that  advantage, 
or  detriment,  is  connected  with  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  atmofphcre.  Ideo  polTum  monere 
vos,  ut  li  amicus  inficitur  Gallico,  & fuerit  in 
acre  frigidiori  & tenuiori,  moneatis,  ut  eat  ad 
f rafliorem  et  calidiorem,  faluberrimum  tamen.* 
Vercdlonus  is  ftill  more  explicit  in  ex- 
preffing  the  beneficial  influence  of  a warm 
climate,  both  in  mitigating  the  fymptoms, 
and  retarding  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe.— 
Fatet  proinde  morbum  hunc  in  calidiy  region- 
jbus  minus  faevire,  quam  in  frigidis,  atquc 
Indos  iccirco,  quibus  idem  endemius  & verna- 
culus  eft,  cum  ipfo  ad  extremum  ufque  feni- 
urn  perdurare.f 

• De  Morbo  Gallico.  Cap.  XXXVIII.  P.  7°3- 
f De  Luc  Venerea.  Cap.  IV.  P.  224. 
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From  tliefe  and  other  teftimohies  which 
might  be  produced,  if  neceflary,  we  may  be 
authorifed  to  believe,  that  the  influence  of  a 
warm  climate  upon  thofe  infeflcd  with  Lues 
Venerea,  is  not  inconfiderable ; that  it  may 
retard  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe ; that  it  may 
render  it  milder  in  fome  of  its  fympfoms  ; and 
alfo  that  it  may  contribute  to  increafe  the 
aftivity  and  certainty  with  which  the  proper 
remedies  operate,  and  thus  render  the  patient 
kfs  in  danger  of  fullering  from  fome  of 
the  fequelae,  which  often  prove  as  troublefome 
as  the  original  complaint.  It  cannot  however 
be  fuppofed,  that  upon  fo  flender  a founda- 
tion as  thefe  fa 61s  afford,  any  perfon  fliould 
infer,  that  a migration  near  the  equator, 
could  fuperfede  the  ncceffity  of  ufing  any 
other  mode  of  treatment ; a conclufion  of 
this  nature  would  be  repugnant  to  the  con- 
ftant  experience  of  -mankind  during  three 
centuries. 
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1 do  not  apprehend  that,  at  this  period 
of  time,  any  pcrfon  is  in  danger  of  being 
nrifled  by  fuch  reprefentations  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  pages ; they  may 
ferve,  however,  to  evince  how  eafily  men 
impofe  upon  themfelves,  in  matters  where 
even  the  bias  of  intereft,  or  tlie  eagernefs  of 
vanity,  can  fcarcely  be  fufpe<5ted  of  having 
offered  an  allurement:  and  where,  indeed, 
we  muff  often  refolve  the  incorreftnefs  of 
their  information  into  an  incontinency  of  dif- 
courfe,  or  a ftrangc  indifference  about  the 
interefts  of  truth. 

lo.  That  the  venereal  virus  could  be  fub- 
dued,  and  its  mifehievous  effects  eradicated,  by 
a coarfe  and  fimple  diet,  joined  to  laborious 
exercife,  and  a conftant  expofure  to  all  the 
viciflitudes  of  the  weather,  without  the  aid 
of  any  medicine,  was  inculcated  by  the 
higheft  medical  authority  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  and  has  been  repeated  by  various 
writers  of  eminence  down  to  the  prefent  time. 
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Vidi  ego  fscpe  malum,  qili  jam  iTudoribus  omnfe 
Finiflet,  fylvifque  iuem  Hquinet  in  altis. 

Sed  nec  furpe  puta  dextram  fummitlere  aralro, 

Et  longiim  trahere  incurvo  fub  voniere  fulcum  ; 

Neve  bidente  folum,  & duras  profcindere  gicbasj 
Et  vaiida  aeriam  quercuni  exturbare  bipenni, 

Atque  imis  altam  erucre  ab  radicibus  ornuni. 
Quinetiam,  exercere  domi  quo  te  quoque  poffis, 
Parvam  mane  pilam  verfa  mihi,  vefpere  verfa, 

Et  faitu,  et  durd  potcs  exudare  pala:ftrd. 

Vince  malum  ; nec  te  fallat,  quod  defidis  oti 
Allidu^  defiderium,  lefli.que  fequetur. 

Tu  ledlo  ne  credc,  gravi  ne  crede  fopori — * 

Vella,  in  his  fmall  trcatile  on  the  venereal 
ilifeafe,  fpeaks  nearly  the  I'anie  language. — 
Tertium  problema  eft,  propter  quid  eft  quod 
multi  fanati  funt  a tali  agritudine  beneficio 
folius  exercitii  ^ He  then  offers  fuch  reafons 
as  the  theory  of  his  own  times  fuggcfled,  and 
concludes  thus : — & mihi  videtur  quod  ufque 
in  hodiernum  diem  non  fit  inventa  medicina 
fibi  compar,  & hac  de  caufa  ruftici  laborantes 
facile  fanantur,  quarc  Virgilianum  illud  non 
fuit  vane  di6lum,  i Georg.  145. 

* Syphilis.  Fracaftorii.  Lib.  ii. 
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Irtiprobus,  & duris  urgcns  in  rebus  egeftas.* 
Gabriel  Fallopius  has  written  a Ihort  chap- 
ter on  the  advantages  of  exercife  in  venereal 
complaints  ; and,  in  a fubfequent  one,  entitled 
De  Vero  Antidoto,  he  delivers  the  following 
nanative : Ego  vidi  aliquos  curatos  ligno  fagi, 
qui  conje<5ti  in  triremes,  atque  indituta  vi<5tus 
ratione  tcnuillima,  laborantes,  ex  toto  libc- 
rantur : fed  ifte  non  eft  ufiis  medicus.f 

Francantianus  is  equally  explicit  with  his 
predecenbrs,  in  favour  of  ftrong  exercife  ; — 
Alia  vero  eft  curandi  ratio  per  continuata 
excrcitia,  & vehementiora,  quae  turn  infenfibi- 
liter,  turn  etiam  fenfibiliter,  per  fudoris  eva- 
cuare  poftint.J 

Tomitamisaftents  to  the  truth  of  thefe  reprefen- 
tations,  but  diilipproves  of  the  practice,  becaufe 
it  is  attended  with  fome  hazard  to  the  patient. 

* Georgii  Veliae  Opufculum.  Cap.  IV". 
t De  Morbo  Gallico.  Cap.  XXXVII. 
t Ant.  Fr^ncant.  dc  Morbo  Gatlico  Liber. 
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But,  not  to  multiply  quotations  from  the  older 
■writers,  I fhall  conclude  with  the  following 
teftimony  from  Profper  Borgarutius.  Unde 
tanti  etiam  facio  exercitium  in  omni  niorbo 
Gallico  homine  alFefto,  cum  fcilicet  moderata 
aliqua  menfura,  ut  multos  hac  tantum  ratione 
liberos  evafifle  profpexerim : qiiemadmodum 
ex  quamplurimis  militiam  excrccntibus  vidcre 
licet,  qui  quamquam  facillime  hanc  pravam 
veneream  luem  percipiant,  earn  nihilominus 
cxercitio  quodam  expellunt  omnino,  vel  faltem 
ita  humiliant,  ut  vix  adliones  corum  laedat.* 
Among  the  modern  writers  who  have 
contended  for  the  utility  of  this  mode  of 
treatment,  1 fhall  firfl  cite  the  opinion  of 
Ramazzini: — Si  tamen  bonos,  & ingenues 
pra<51icos  confulamus,  nullum  profedto  fore 
exiftimo,  qui  ultro  non  fateatur,  felicius  fanari  . 
hunc  morbum  in  populari  & rufticana  gente, 
quam  in  divitibus  & nobilibus  viris.  Saepe- 

* De  Morbo  Gallico  Mjethodus.  Cap.  XI. 
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numero,  praemiflli  purgatione  fimplici,  Guaiaci 
deco6lione  lues  ilia  abftcrgitur,  & fi  quod 
reliquum  eft  virulenlise,  dum  ad  folila  exercitia 
ablegantur>  quando  fola  excrcitatio,  fed  valida 
& continuata,  primis  illis  temporibus,  hiijufctf 
Tnorbi,  Fallopio  tefte,  fingularc  erat  rcmediuni, 
facile  excutitur. — Sic  dim  Dcrias,  celeber- 
rimus  ille  clafTum  diu5lor,  remiges  fuos, 
quotiescumque  ,aliico  niorbo  laborafent, 
integri  remi  faginci  decodlo,  & folita  remiga- 
tionis  exercitatione  fub  dio , & in  medio 
mari  ad  fanitatem  dcducebat.’" 

Vercellonus  confirms  the  fame  notion: — 
Narrat  Emanuel  Aranda,  uti  miles  fibi  pcr- 
fpe(5tus  Algerii  ex  ufu  egregii  hujufce  medi- 
camenti,  (Vinum  Meracius)  & ex  laboribus, 
quos  in  triremibus  perduravcrat,  a tam  trucu- 
lento  morbo  incolumis  cvafcrat.F 

The  learned  Baron  van  Swicten  feems  to 
have  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  fidelity  of  fuch 

* Opera  Omnia.  Tom.  I.  Oral.  3. 
f De  Lue  Venerea.  P.  257. 
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reprefcntations ; he  even  fupports  tliein  by 
adopting  the  fame  opinion.  It  is  alfo  remark- 
able, that  the  only  refle<5Iion  which  he  offers 
on  the  account  given  by  Fallopius,*  is  the  fol- 
lowing : Kifi  enim  dura  cogat  neceflitas,  vix 
invenientur  acgri,  q^ui  calamitofam  adeo  vitam 
ducere  vclint,  ut  a foedo  morbo  liberentur.— 
He  then  proceeds  to  give  the  following  narra- 
tive*  as  an  additional  confirmation  of  the 
power  of  diet,  exercife,  and  hardfliip,  to  cure 
the  venereal  dil’eafc.  Vidi  ipfe  memorabilem 
cafum,  qui  me  dopuit,  quid  conftans  aegri 
animus,  cum  vic^lu  penitus  macilentOj  ac  va- 
lidorgm  laborum  tolerantia,  efficere  poflit  in 
Lue  Venerea  inveterata,  & vix  non  defpe- 
rata.  Nobilis  juvcnis  pctabata  me  confiliura, 
qui  in  calamitofiflimo  fiatu  verfabatur.  Quater 
falivationem  mercurialem  fubiverat,  fempcr 
poftea  repullulante  Lue  Venerea,  quae  fanata 
eredebatur.  Ter  tentata  fuerat  cura  per 
decodtum  Guaiaci;  nec  meliori  fucceffu. 
Gerebat  in  flerno,,  ac  claviculis,  tumores,  in 
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fVortte  fimilem  unicum ) cutis  in  variis  locis 
inaculis  foeda  erat ; & dolorca  no<5tm  iws 
oflium  patiebatur.  Omnium  reruin  inops 
cum  clTet,  nemo  tUum  recipere  volebat,  aut 
curam  cjus  gerere  ; univcrfa  I'amilia  detcfta- 
batur  miferum.  Fatebatur  fe  non  fcmcl 
cogitaiTe,  at  violenta  morte  mifcriarum  fincm 
quaerere*. 

Mocrentem  animum  erexi,  lenimen  malo* 
rum  promittens,  dUm  inlegram  curam  Tpon- 
dere  non  audebam  in  morbo  adeo  inveterate 
Fidem  dabat,  fe  omnia  tentarc  velle,  & pofle, 
ctiam  duritlima,  modo  aliqua  fanationis  fpes 
^ftulgeret.  Cum  fatis  robufta  eflet  oativa 
corporis  compages,  & adeflet  aetatis  vigor, 
ruftica  vefte  indutum  homiticm  elocavi  agri- 
colae,  ut,  abfque  ulla  duii  laboris  mercede, 
famulum  ageret,  folo  vidtu  contentus,  & vHi 
quidem.  Praetcr  pancm  enim,  alcbatur  dauci 
& paftinacae  radicibus,  folani  efculenti  tube- 
ribus,  pomis,  pyris,  hordeo,  avena,  in  fbla 
aqua  codtis,  & firailibus.  Potus  erat*  la<5tis 
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ebutyrati  ferum  acidulum,  tenuiffimum.  Mc^- 
iis  ApriUs  initio  incepit  hop  vitae  genus,  & 
(Juros  ruris  labores  copftantiffime  tulit  ufque 
ad  menfis  06tobris  initium,  quando  me  accelTit 
fanus.  Toto  hoc  tempore,  a parnibus,  pifci- 
bus,  ovis,  la6te,  butyro,  cafeo,  abftinuit 
feveriffime.  .Vidi  ilium,  poll  aliquot  annos,  in 
foecundo  ponjugio  viventcm.  & formofa  fana- 
qup  prole  beatum. 

Mirum  certe  exemplum,,  quod  docet.  Vene- 
reum contagium  elui  potuille  ex  tocis  corporis, 
quibus  pertinaciter  haerebat,  & expelli  de 
porppre,per  fudores,  validis  laboribus  in  calido 
aere  ^xcitatos,  dum  fimul  diaeta  macilentiffima 
fcrvabatur,  et  copipfus  liquidi  folventis  potus 
fudori  aptum  vehiculum  praebebat.  Rari 
taipen  funt  qui  poITent,  rariores  qui  vellent, 
conftanti  animo  hanc  curandi  methodum  to- 
lerare.’^? 

* Comment,  in  Herm,  Boerhaave  Aphorifmos.  Tom.V. 
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1 1.  But,  if  credit  may  be  given  to  men  of 
eminence  in  the  pi-ofeiTion,  this  rigorous 
courfe  of  difcipline  is  not  indifpenfably  necef- 
fury  ; for,  according  to  Thierry  de  Hery,  Nic. 
de  Blegny,  Vercelionus,  Peyrilhe,  and  others, 
the  difeafe  may  terminate  by  a natural  crifis, 
and  is  fufceptible  of  a fpontaneous  cure.  A 
decifion  fo  extraordinary  as  this,  docs  not 
rcftri<5t  the  efficacy  of  nature  to  the  curing  of 
a Gonorrhoea,  or  the  removal  of  the  primary 
fy mptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  but  extends  her 
I’anative  powers  to  the  eradicating  of  every 
form  of  fecondary  fymptoms. 

' I need  not  undertake  at  this  day  to  prove, 
that  the  whole  of  this  ftatement  about  the 
efficacy  of  regimen,  and  the  do<5trine  of  a 
natural  crifis,  lias  no  foundation  in  truth  and 
reality,  and  that  it  has  originated  in  miftaking 
the  fequclae  of  Lucs  Venerea,  and  the  effe<5ts  of 
Mercury,  in  a bad  habit  of  body,  for  genuine 
venereal  fymptoms ; neverthelefs,  in  rqefting 
tl’.e  above  conclufions,  we  need  by  no  means  to 
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impeach  the  rectitude  of  intention  of  thofe  who 
made  them.  They  had  oUferved,  that  ulcers  of- 
ten continued  open  on  the  penis,  and  that  large, 
fpreading,  untra^lable  fores  remained  in  the 
groin,  during  many  months  after  the  patient 
had  undergone  a full  and  decifive  courfe  of 
Mercury  ; and  they  had  found,  that  ulcers  of 
this  defeription  were  commonly  exafperaled 
by  the  farther  introdu(5tion  of  Mercury  into 
the  circulation.  Hence  tlicy  concluded,  that 
thefe  were  venereal  fymptoms,  wliich  tlie 
mineral  fpecific  was  unable  to  cure.  And» 
when  it  was  known,  that  a refidence  in  the 
country^  a plain  diet,  and  rural  exercifes  and 
occupations,  were  frequently  beneficial  to 
I'uch  patients,  the  advantages  derived  thence, 
were  afcribei^  to  the  peculiar  effects  of  the 
regimen  on  Uie  venereal  virus,  and  not  to  the 
change  produced  in  the  conftitution. 

The  venereal  virus,  when  introduced  into 
the  lyftem,  often  gives  rife  to  morbid  appear- 
,ances  wliich  do  pot  in  any  proper  fenfe 

partake 


INTRODUCTIOK. 


xlix 

partake  of  the  nature  of  the  remote  caufe ; 
and  even  fymptoms  originally  venereal  may 
lofe  that  character,  by  the  proper  ufe  of 
Mercury,  while,  to  the  eye  of  a common 
obferver,  they  fecm  not  to  have  undergone 
any  favourable  alteration.  Thefe  fa6ls  may 
be  Uluftrated,  by  what  occurs  daily  in  the 
Small-pox,Meafles,  &c.  where  eruptions,  tuber- 
cles, abfcelles,  phthlfical  fymptoms,  and  other 
forms  of  difeafe,  fupervene  on  the  difappear- 
ance  of  the  former  complaints ; yet  no  medical 
practitioner  ever  regards  the  latter  as  having 
any  thing  variolous  or  morbillous  in  their  eflln- 
tial  properties.  No  man  finds  any  difficulty 
in  diftinguifhing  between  the  primary  difeafe, 
and  the  fequelae,  in  the  inftances  now  adduced; 
yet,  in  the  Venereal  difeafe,  the  diftinCtion  has 
been  too  commonly  overlooked ; and  to  this 
want  of  diferimination  may  be  traced  many 
of  thofe  incorreCt  and  marvellous  narratives, 
which,  while  they  detraCt  from  the  reputation 
of  the  hiftorian,  refleCt  fome  difgrace  on  the 
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whole  profelfion.  Biit,  as  a more  dirc(5l  repl/ 
to  the  reprefentations  made  upon  this  fubjeft, 
1 would  urge,  that  if  expofure  to  hardfhip  in 
all  the  viciflitudes  of  temperature ; if  hard 
fare,  exceffive  labour,  and  the  complicated 
evils  attendant  on  poverty,  can  certainly  dellroy 
the  activity  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  remedy 
its  efte<5ts,  whence  does  it  arife,  that  no  deferip- 
lion  of  people,  in  any  climate>  are  exempted 
from  the  necelTity  of  having  recourfe  to  medi- 
cine  ? The  German  peafant>  the  Ruffian  boor, 
the  temperate  flindoo,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
3outh  Sea  1 (lands,  the  wretched  Africans  en- 
flaved  in  oUr  Weft  India  Klands,  will  no  doubt 
furnifli  US  with  abundant  inftanCes,  where  the 
requifites  of  expofure  to  the  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold,  of  fcanty  allowance,  and  exceffive 
fatigue,  may  be  all  found,  in  their  full  mea^ 
fure  ; yet  no  proofs  can  be  brought,  that  the 
powers  of  the  conftitufion,  aided  by  this  fort  of 
difeipline,  did  ever  efte(5t  the  cure  of  the  difeafe, 
without  the  intervention  of  medical  affiftance. 
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12.  Information  concerning  the  efficacy  of 
any  particular  mode  of  treatment,  ought  never 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  public  in  the  form  of 
general,  unqualified  and  pofitive  declarations, 
until  confirmed  by  experiments  made  upon  a 
large  fcale,  and  fanflioned  by  lime  and  the 
concurring  teftimony  of  others.  Where  pre- 
cautions of  this  nature  are  (lighted  and  neg- 
k(5ted,  the  records  of  medicine  will  be  per- 
verted  from  their  principal  defign,  and  prove 
but  too  often  the  repofilories  of  mifconception 
and  error. 

I prefume  that  no  well  informed  man  gives 
credit  to  a fingle  affertion  that  has  been  made, 
by  the  writers  quoted  in  the  foregoing  pages, 
concerning  the  extraordinary  agency  of  fudo- 
rifics,  of  change  of  climate,  of  regimen,  or  of 
natural  crifes,  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe; 
yet  all  thefe  vague  and  unfatisfaiftory  narra- 
tives and  fentiments,  have  been  copied,  or  re- 
ferred to,  by  a number  of  fucceeding  authors, 
without  any  exprcllions  of  difapprobalion  an- 
nexed 
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nexed  to  them.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted, 
that  men  truly  learned  and  defervedly  emi- 
nent, have  been  fo  frequently  feduced  into  a 
concurrence  with  opinions  which  they  never 
fairly  examined,  and  have  given  an  avowed, 
or  at  leaft  a tacit  aflent,  to  praftices  of  the 
merit  of  which  they  were  not  competent  to 
judge. 

This  unwary  mode  of  proceeding  is  cer- 
tainly reprehenlible  in  all  cafes  ; but  efpecially 
where  the  health  and  lives  of  mankind  are  fo 
nearly  concerned  ; and  the  laws  of  ftri(5l  inte- 
grity require,  that  the  hiftory  of  difeafes,  and 
the  efFe6ts  of  remedies,  tliould  be  recorded  with 
the  fame  facred  regard  to  truth  and  correft- 
nefs,  with  which  all  teftimony  ought  to  be 
delivered  in  a court  of  judicature. 

No  men  are  fo  prone  to  indulge  in  fanciful 
fpeculations,  as  thofe  that  are  without  prac- 
tice ; for,  having  little  occafion  to  bring  their 
notions  to  the  teft  of  ac5tual  experience,  they 
proceed  boldly  in  forming  fplendid  and  at- 
tractive 
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tra<5\ive  theories,  without  the  leaft  fear  of 
thofe  confequences,  which  would  be  appre- 
hended by  men  of  an  eftabliihed  reputation, 
and  long  experience.  A man  fhould  be  en- 
dowed with  a lively  genius,  a comprehenfivc 
mind,  and  a talent  for  difceming  the  relations 
of  things,  in  all  the  various  divifions  of  the 
fcale,  and  of  combining  them  into  a regular, 
uniform,  and  coherent  ftru(5ture,  in  order  to 
model  hypothefes  with  tolerable  fuccefs ; 
whereas  the  licentious  indulgence  of  a vigo- 
rous fancy,  may  prove  extremely  incommo- 
dious to  a mere  narrator  of  fa<Ss,  whofe  office 
it  is  to  communicate  what  he  knows,  with 
plainncfs  and  fimplicity  ; where  patience  and 
fagacity  in  obferving  the  order  and  method 
of  nature,  a clcarnefs  of  conception,  and, 
above  all,  an  inflexible  fidelity,  are  requifites 
without  which  the  moft  ffiining  qualities  are 
of  no  value. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  LiaSUM  GUAUCI. 

HE  Guaiacum  Wood  was  firft  employed 


by  the  natives  of  Saint  Domingo,  as  an 
antidote  againft  the  Lucs  Venerea  ; the  Spa- 
niards foon  acquired  a knowledge  of  its  vir- 
tues, and  introduced  it  into  Spain  as  early  as 
the  year  1 508.  The  fame  of  this  new  remedy 
was  ditiufed  with  fuch  celerity  through  the 
other  parts  of  Europe,  that,  according  to  the 
teftimony  of  Nicholas  Poll,  more  than  three 
thoufand  difeafed  perfons  had  derived  perma- 
nent benefit  from  the  ufe  of  it,  before  the 
year  1517.* 

Aphrodifiacus  Aioys.  Luifini.  Ed.  Lugd.  1738. 

Frampton’s  Jo)ful  news  from  die  new  found  world. 
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A deco6tion  of  this  wood,  made  with  water, 
and  fometimes  with  wine,*  was  adminiftered 
under  every  form,  and  during  every  period, 
ot  the  difeafe ; the  phyficians  direfting  at  the 
fame  time  purgative  medicines,  at  proper 
intervals  ; confinement  to  the  houfe  ; vapour 
baths ; and  an  appropriate  courfe  of  diet, 
which  was  commonly  dictated  with  a tedious 
exaftnefs,  bearing  the  fignature  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  rather  than  that 'of  medical  fcience.f 
This  proeds,  continued  during  fix  weeks,  and 
often  for  a longer  time,  with  fuch  occafional 
variations  as  new  circumftances  might  fug- 
geft,  was  long  regarded  as  the  moft  fafe  and 
efficacious  mode  of  treating  patients  aiffiided 
with  Syphilis. 

The  advantages  which  were  conneded  with 
this  method  of  cure,  were  lb  commonly  be- 
lieved and  acknowledged,  that  during  a con- 
fiderable  period  of  time,  the  exhibiting  of 
mercury  was  not  only  difeontinued,  but  the 
pradice  was  publicly  cenfured,  as  inefficacious 
and  prejudicial.  Many  of  the  moll  eminent 
writers  of  the  fixteenth  century  contended^ 


* Lud.  Septalii.  Animad.  Lib.  VII. 
•t  Aphrodiliacus. 
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that  Guaiacuni  was  a true  fpecific,  having 
the  power  of  correcting  the  qualities  of  the 
venereal  poifon,  and  of  expelling  it  out  of 
the  lyftcni  ; and  Hu's  opinion  was  revived  and 
^bly  fupported  in  tlie  eighteenth  century,  by 
a man  whofe  capacity,  learning,  and  medical 
fcicnce,  added  lutlre  to  the  country  and  period 
in  which  he  flourifhed.* 

Thole  favourable  reports  of  the  virtues  of 
-Guaiacum,  which  maintained  their  credit 
through  more  than  two  centuries,  were  not 
founded  merely  on  the  fmil  bafis  of  partiality, 
or  prepotTellion  ; they  w ere  fupported  by  well 
attefted  narratives  of  its  good  efteCts  in  great 
numbers  of  inftances,  where  no  mercury  had 
been  employed;  or  where  that  medicine  had 
done  no  permanent  good ; or  w here  the 
patients  had  fullered  injury  from  it,  inftead  of 
finding  advantage.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the 
numerous  and  refpeCtable  teftimonies  which 
were  adduced  in  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  this 
vegetable,  its  moll  ftrenuous  advocates  were 
obliged  to  conlefs,  that  Guaiacum  was  fre- 
quently adminiftered  in  vain.  The  difap- 
pointments  w hich  medical  practitioners  often 

• Bocfhaavc,  in  Prefat.  ad  Aphrodifiac. 
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experienced,  when  they  had  relied  on  Guaia- 
cuni  alone,  as  a fpecific  remedy,  introduced 
again  the  more  frequent  ufe  of  mercury ; and, 
as  this  active  medicine  was  foon  employed 
with  more  caution  and  judgment  than  for- 
merly, a very  important  and  falutary  change 
in  the  mode  of  treating  lues  venerea  was 
confequently  eftablillied.  Neverthelefs,  fo 
firmly  were  the  generality  of  phyficians  per- 
fuaded  of  the  antivenereal  virtues  of  Guaia- 
cum,  that  the  fame  men  who  contended  for 
the  necelfity  of  a mercurial  falivation,  main- 
tained that  this  vegetable  was  not  a lefs  real, 
though  not  quite  fo  potent  an  antidote-* 

When  I was  entrufted  with  the  care  and 
management  of  the  Lock  Hofpital,  in  1781, 
I obferved,  that  Mr.  Bromfeild  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams had  been  long  accuftomed  to  repofe 
great  confidence  in  the  medicinal  powers  of  a 
decoction  of  the  Guaiacum  wood ; and  that  a 
method  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  propofed  by 
Ulric  Hutten,  and  ftrongly  recommended  by 

Boerhaave,  had  been  adopted  in  the  hof. 
* ■ • 

* BrafTavolus,  Fallopius,  &c. 
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pital  (luring  many  years.*  The  patients  for 
Nvhom  the  Guaiacum  was  dire<5led,  were  thofe 
who  had  previoufly  ufed  the  ufual  quan- 
tity  of  mercury  ; but  who  complained  of 
no^urnal  pains;  who  had  gummata,  nodes, 
ozaena,  and  fuch  other  cffeifts  of  the  venereal 
virus,  connected  with  fcr.ondary  fymptoms,  as 
did  not  yield  to  a courfe  of  mercurial  frictions. 
The  diet  of  thefe  patients  confifted  of  raifins 
and  hard  bifeuit ; they  drank  from  two  to  four 
pints  of  the  dectxflion  of  Guaiacum  every  day  ; 
they  were  ordered  to  ufe  the  hot  bath  twice 
in  the  w eek ; and  they  commonly  took  a dofe 
of  antimonial  wine  and  laudanum,  or  of  Do- 
ver’s powder,  every  evening. 

It  was  not  thought  necdlary,  however,  to 
confine  fuch  patients  conftanlly  to  their  beds; 
and  they  were  leldom  expofed  to  the  vapour 
of  burning  fpirit  to  excite  perfpiration ; for 
it  was  deemed  fufficient  to  produce  and  fup- 
port  a moift  ftate  of  the  fkin,  without  urging 
the  procefs  fo  far  as  to  occafion  profufe  fweat- 
ing.  This  plan  of  treatment  was  Ibmetimes 

* Ulrich!  de  HuUen,  De  Morbi  Gallic!  curalione 
j>cr  adniiniflrdtioncm  Ligni  Guaiaci. 

Boerhaavc  Aphiod.  in  Frefat. 
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of  fingular  advantage  to  tliofe  whofe  lieAhh 
had  fuftained  injury,  from  the  complicated 
operation  of  the  difeafe,  combined  with  con- 
finement, and  a long  courfe  of  mercury.  The 
breacliesmade  in  the  conftitution  were  repaired; 
the  ftrengtli  w as  recruited ; untra6table  ulcers 
were  frequently  healed;  carious  bones  exfoli- 
ated ; and  thole  anomalous  fymptoms  which 
would  have  been  exafperated  by  mercury, 
yielded  readily  to  the  decodtion  of  Guaiacum. 

In  tracing  carefully  the  hillory  of  this  once 
celebrated  remedy,  nothing  can  be  more  evi- 
dent than  this,  that  it  was  adminiftered  to 
perfons  afflicted  with  very  diflerent  forms  of 
difeafe.  One  numerous  clafs  of  patients  con- 
lilted  of  thofe  who,  having  ufed  mercury  ac- 
cording to  the  fevere  and  often'  injudicious 
mode  whicli  was  praitifed  two  centuries  ago, 
found  themfelves  harraHed  with  pains,  nodes, 
ulcers,  and  feveral  other  fymptoms,  from 
which  they  were  finally  relieved  by  a courfe 
of  Guaiacum;  hence  it  was  concluded,  that 
this  medicine  was  fuperior,  as  an  antidote,  to 
mercury.  Another  clafs  adopted  the  Guaiacum 
courfe  from  the  firft  attack  of  their  difeafe ; 
and,  deriving  fenfible  benefit,  they  haftily  pre. 
fumed  that  a cure  was  accomplilhed ; but,  al- 
though 
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tholigh  their  frequent  relapfes  might  have 
lhaken  their  confidence,  yet,  as  the  renewal 
of  their  Guaiacum  courfe  mitigated  the  vio- 
lence  of  their  fymptoms,  and  often  produced 
confiderable  appearances  of  amendment,  they 
preferred  this  palliative  method  of  proceeding, 
to  the  more  diftrdfing  concomitants  of  a courfe 
of  mercury. 

In  addition  to  thefc  obfervations,  it  may  be 
farther  fuggefted,  without  any  violation  of 
candour,  or  of  refped  to  our  prcdecefibrs,  that 
at  a time  when  the  natural  hillory  of  Lues 
venerea  was  fo  imperfediy  underftood,  many 
morbid  appearances,  totally  unconnedted  with 
that  poifon,  were  neverthelcfs  referred  to 
it;  and  that  the  cure  of  fuch  miftaken 
lymptoms,  would  contribute  greatly  to  aug- 
ment the  fame  of  the  remedy.  When  it  is 
therefore  confidcred,  that  the  good  efiedts  of 
Guaiacum  are  not  abfolutely  confined  to  thofe 
cafes,  where  a quantity  of  mercury  fufiicient 
to  deftroy  the  fypliilitic  virus  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  fyfiem ; but  that  it  may  ope- 
rate like  a true  antidote,  fufpending  for  a time 
the  progrefs  of  certain  venereal  fymptoms, 
and  removing  other  appearances  altogether, 
where  fubfequent  experience  neverlhclefs 

B 4 evinces. 
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evinces,  that  the  unfubducd  virus  yet  remains- 
active  in  the  conftitution ; we  fliall  be  compe- 
tent to  the  explaining  of  many  of  thofe  con- 
tradidory  alTertions,  which  abound  in  writers 
upon  this  fubjedt. 

A more  cnlai-ged  and  corredt  attention  to 
the  adlual  powers  of  this  medicine,  have  now 
unequivocally  proved  it  to  be  unequal  to  the 
purpofes  for  w hich  many  of  our  predecelTbrs 
gave  it;*  but  no  experiments  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  have  fliewn  it  to  be 
ddlitute  of  all  medicinal  virtue;  nor  ought 
any  one,  in  his  eagernels  to  decry  it  as  a 
Ipecific  remedy,  defire  to  have  it  expunged 
ti’om  the  Materia  Medica. 

I now  proceed  to  give  the  refult  of  my  own 
obfervations  on  the  elfedts  of  tlie  decodlion  of 
Lignum  Guaiaci. 

Tliis  decodtion  commonly  excites  a grate- 
ful fenfation  of  warmth  in  the  ftomach;  it 
gives  a fenfe  of  drynefs  to  the  mouth,  and 
creates  third ; it  alfo  increafes  the  natural 
temperature  of  the  Ikin,  and  renders  the  pulfe 
more  frequent.  If  the  patient  drink  the  de- 
codtion made  warm,  and  lie  in  bed,  it  gene- 

* Cullen’s  M.nteria  Medica,  p.  196. 

Apparal.  Medican  . Murray,  Vol.  III.  p.  414. 
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rally  proves  moderately  fudorific;  and  this 
efl’edl  may  be  heightened  as  much  as  ve 
pleafe,  by  employing  the  hot  bath,  the  vapour 
bath,  antimonials  combined  \sith  opium,  or 
the  pulvis  ipecacuanhae  compofitus.  When 
the  deco<5tion  has  been  continued  during  ten 
or  twelve  days,  in  the  quantity  of  four 
pints  each  day,  the  patient  often  complains 
of  its  producing  the  heart-burn,  accompanied 
w ith  flatulence ; and  he  is  ufually  coftive  during 
the  whole  courfe.  If  the  perfon  expofe  him- 
felf  freely  to  the  air,  while  lie  is  taking 
this  medicine,  the  fecrclion  of  urine  will  be 
augmented,  but  no  fenfible  alteration  will  take 
place  in  the  fiate  of  the  Ikin. 

When  I have  exhibited  the  decoction  of  Gua- 
iacum  in  pains  of  the  bones,  as  they  arc  called, 
confining  the  patient  at  the  lame  time  to  the  bed, 
and  enjoining  a diet  confining  of  fluids  only, 
I have  rarely  feen  any  beneficial  confequences 
refult  from  the  ufe  of  it,  except  where  it  a<5ted 
as  a fudorific;  and,  in  this  ref{)e<5t,  I think  its 
qualities  manifeftly  inferior  to  antimony,  or 
volatile  alkali.  In  feveral  inftanccs,  after 
perfilting  in  a courfe  of  it  during  four  or  five 
weeks,  1 have  not  gained  any  material  ad- 
vantage; and  I have  remuiked,  that  when  the 

dolores 
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dolores  oftocopi  were  not  connected  wit^i  fome 
morbid  alteration  of  the  ftru(51ure  of  a part, 
this  medicine  was  of  little  avail.  When  the 
ftrength  and  vigour  has  been  reduced  by  a 
fuccefsful  mercurial  courfe,  witli  confinement 
to  the  houfe,  and  where  a thickened  ftate  of 
the  ligaments,  or  of  the  periofteum,  remains, 
or  where  there  are  foul  indolent  ulcers,  thefe 
fores  will  often  heal,  and  the  enlarged  mem- 
branes will  fubfide,  during  the  adminiftration 
of  this  deception. 

The  decoction  of  Guaiacum  will  often  fuf- 
pend  the  progrefs  of  certain  fecondary  fymp- 
toms  of  lues  venerea,  for  a fliort  time ; fuch 
as,  ulcers  of  the  tonfils,  venereal  eruptions, 
and  even  nodes ; but  1 never  faw  one  fingle 
inftance,  in  which  the  powers  of  this  medicine 
eradicated  the  venereal  virus.  It  has  been 
recommended  by  many  people,  to  combine 
guaiacum  with  mercury,  with  the  intention  of 
improving  the  fpecific  powers,  and  of  counter- 
afting  the  injurious  efi'e6ts,  of  that  mineral: 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  com- 
pound mode  of  treatment,  are  by  no  means 
well  eftabliilicd ; for  Guaiacum  is  certainly  no 
antidote  againft  fyphilis ; nor  have  any  proofs 
been  given  to  the  public,  of  its  meliorating 

the 
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the  a6Uon  of  mercury.  When  the  decoction 
is  given  during  the  mercurial  courfe,  it  fome- 
times  fcems  to  improve  the  health;  but,  as  it 
is  very  liable  to  produce  complaints  in  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  the  palpable  inconveni- 
encies  commonly  furpafs  the  uncertain  advan- 
tages conne6lcd  with  it;  and,  as  no  previous 
courte  of  the  deccxSlion  renders  the  difeafe 
milder,  nor  authorizes  us  to  reft  fatisfied  with 
a imaller  quantity  of  mercury  than  ufual,  it 
will  feldom  happen,  that  a fatisfaflory  reafon 
can  be  aifigned,  for  giving  the  two  medicines 
to  a patient  at  the  fame  time.  In  concluding 
this  chapter,  I would  farther  remark,  that  I 
have  given  the  deco<5tion  of  Guaiacum,  with 
the  beft  effects,  to  a great  number  of  patients, 
in  cutaneous  difeafes,  in  the  ozaena,  and  in 
fcrofulous  affections  of  the  membranes  and 
ligaments;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  is 
equally  efficacious  in  fuch  morbid  alterations, 
which  are  not  at  all  connected  with  the  lues 
venerea,  nor  w ith  the  mode  of  treating  it,  as 
in  thofe  cafes  for  w hich  it  has  been  the  moft 
highly  celebrated. 
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CHAP.  II. 


Of  ibe  RADIX  CHINM. 

This  root,  which  is  the  produ6l  of  both 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  was  introduced  into 
medical  practice  in  Europe,  under  the  cha- 
racter of  an  infallible  remedy  againft  the  lues 
venerea,  about  the  year  1535:.  DecoClions 
of  the  China  root  had  been  employed  with 
advantage  in  cutaneous  difeafes,  and  in  gouty 
and  rheumatic  complaints,  before  that  period ; 
but  the  real  or  fuppofed  benefit  which  the 
Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth  obtained  from 
taking  this  medicine,  procured  it  a reputation 
which,  had  it  been  confined  to  people  in 
the  common  ranks  of  life,  no  virtues  of  its 
own  would  ever  have  acquired.* 

The  regimen  which  was  preferibed,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  this  medicine  in  venereal 
cafes,  was  much  lefs  rigorous,  with  relpeCt  to 
diet  and  confinement  in  bed,  than  where  Guaja- 
cum  was  employed;  and  the  courfe  was  lel- 

* Vefalii.  Opera,  Tom.  II.  Franipton,  Fol.  13. 

doni 
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dom  p rotra(5led  beyond  thirty  days : thefe 
circumftances  would  no  doubt  contribute  to 
the  preference  given  to  this  deco<5tion,  by  thofe 
who  efteemed  it  fully  as  efficacious  as  the 
Lignum  Guaiaci.* 

To  inquire  into  the  various  caufcs  that 
concurred  in  procuring  celebrity  to  a root, 
which  in  reality  pollelles  few,  or  pcrliaps  no 
ufeful  medicinal  qualities  at  all,  would  be  irk- 
fome  and  unprofitable:  it  may  be  therefore 
fufficient  to  ftate,  that  its  reputation  was  of 
fiiort  continuance ; that  it  funk  gradually  into 
infignificance  and  neglect,  and  that  if  a place 
had  not  been  afligned  to  it  in  fome  compound 
decoctions,  it  would,  before  now',  have  been 
altogether  overlooked,  or  forgotten. f 

Perhaps,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fugged, 
that  the  eager  introduction  of  the  China  root, 
at  afealbnw  heiiGuaiacum  enjoyed  the  highed 
reputation  as  an  antidote  againd  Syphilis,  may 
feem  to  afford  fornething  like  a prefumption, 
that  the  latter  vegetable  did  not  pofTefs  the 
intire  confidence  of  thofe  who  employed  it. 
Without  infifting  upon  an  argument  of  this 

* Nic.  Mairii.  in  Aphrod.  Fallopius  ib. 
t Apparat.  Mcdicani. 

kind. 
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« 

kind,  I fhall  only  obferve,  that  this  circum- 
Itance,  along  with  a multitude  of  fimilar  inci- 
dents, may  be  fairly  refolved  into  that  fickle- 
pefs,  caprice,  or  love  of  novelty,  which  exer- 
cife  a more  powerful  influence  over  the  deter- 
minations and  a6tions  of  the  greater  part  of 
.mankind  than  a regard  either  to  truth  or 
utility. 
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CIIAP.  III. 


Of  the  RADIX  SA RSAPARI LLJE. 

The  root  of  Sarfaparilla  was  brought  into 
Europe  from  the  Weft  Indies,  about  the  year 
1530,  with  the  charailer  of  being  a medicine 
ifingularly  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  lues  vene- 
rea. Some  of  the  early  writers  on  the  merits 
of  this  plant,  have  been  neitlier  diftinil  nor 
uniform,  in  the  accounts  they  have  given  of 
its  virtues.  By  fome,  it  was  preferred  to  the 
Lignum  Guaiaci ; * while  others  maintained, 
that  its  fanative  powers  were  really  inferior 
to  this  vegetable,  but  that  they  were  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  the  China  root,  -f- 

Thd 

* Regium  eft  hoc  auxijium,  & antidotum  ad  fugan- 
dam  Lucin  iftam,  & hac  ratlone  ego  fido  Sair*  magiK 
quara  Ligno.  Imbecillior  eft  certe  Ligno  : habet  tamen 
ipfa  nobites  vires,  qnilms  fnperat  (?uaiacura,  & eft  quod 
li  port  fuperatum  galJicum  reftent  ulcera,  Rhagadcs  circa 
fedem,  dupto  citius  fanat  haic,  quam  Lignum  Indicum# 
Fallopius  de  Morbo  Gallico.  Cap.  LXIII. 

f Ut  fummatim  dicam,  in  Salfaperilia  funt  omnes 
virtutes  licul  in  Ligno  Indico  funt,  sed  debiliorcs,  & ideo 

m edict 
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The  Sarfaparilla  was  adminiftered  under  the 
form  of  deco(5lion,  fyrup,  and  powder;  and 
thefe  preparations  were  often  rendered  more 
complex,  by  the  addition  of  feveral  other 
articles  of  the  materia  medica,  which  were 
fuppofed  to  add  efficacy  to  the  principal  in- 
gredient. Yet,  notwithftanding  the  high  re- 
putation which  this  medicine  fuftained  among 
the  early  praftitioners,  it  fell  gradually  into 
difufe  and  neglcfl ; and  the  deco6lion  of  it 
was  at  length  confidered,  as  pollening  merely 
the  properties  of  a convenient  diluent. 

The  Sarfaparilla  root  was  however  brought 
into  more  general  efteem,  about  the  middle  of 
the  prefent  century,  by  the  late  Dr.  William 
Hunter,  wlio  advifed  Dr.  Chapman  to  make 
trial  of  it,  in  a very  deplorable  cafe  of  pha- 
gedenic bubo;*  and,  the  ftriking  advantages 
which  were  derived  from  the  ufe  of  it  in  that 
inftance,  induced  Dr.  Hunter  to  recommend 
it  to  feveral  other  medical  pra61itioners. 
In  no  long  time  after  this.  Sir  William 
Tordyce  publiflied  a narrative,  containing 

medici  non  pauci  ejus  virtutem  augere  conantur  cum 
pormixtione  Ligni  Indici. — Atque  aliarum  medicinarum, 
& alionim  fimpliciuin  perniixtionc.  Nic.  Mafla.  Cap.  II. 

* Chapman  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  Ed.  ad. 

a feries 
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a feries  of  experiments,  made  to  afeertain 
the  virtues  of  Sarfaparilla  in  venereal  cafes  ; 
to  which  he  fubjoined  fuch  pradlical  remarks 
as  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations  had  furnilhed. 
1 Ihall  infert  thefe  conclufions,  for  the  fake  of 
offering  fome  reflections  on  them.* 

1.  It  (Sarfaparilla)  will  commonly  re- 
**  lieve,  in  a very  Ihort  fpace  of  lime,  vene- 

real  head-achs,  and  noCtumal  pains ; and, 
if  perfiftcd  in,  I believe  w'ill  always  cure. 

2.  In  emaciated  or  confumplive  habits, 
from  a venereal  caufe,  it  is  the  greateft 

**  reftorcr  of  appetite,  flefh,  colour,  llrength, 
**  and  vigor,  that  I know  of. 

3.  When  the  throat,  nofc,  palate,  or 
**  the  fpungy  bones  in  general  are  afleCted 
**  with  a flough  or  carkSf  it  will  commonly 
**  complcat  the  cure,  if  perfevered  in  long 

enough,  provided  a mercurial  courfe,  I 
mean  by  unCtion,  has  preceded  the  ufe  of 
“ the  farfa  par  ilia. 

4.  “ When  the  body  is  covered  with  dry 
blotches,  or  moift  fores,  (ftill  fuppofing  the 

**  caufe  venereal)  it  will  greatly  promote  the 
cure,  nay  often  compleat  it : but  without 

* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  Vol.  I* 

the 
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**  the  affiftance  of  mercury,  there  will  be! 
" danger  of  a relapfe. 

5.  In  fimple  chancres  it  will  do  little  ) 
fervice,  but  if  it  is  given  in  cafes  where 

**  the  chancres  or  buboes  will  not  heal  or 
” didblve,  after  the  ufe  of  mercurial  unction, 
it  will  often  cure,  and  always  do  manifelt 
fervice. 

6.  It  will  oftentimes  anfwer,  and  that 
fpeedily,  without  fweating,  confinement, 
or  any  very  ttri<5t  regimen,  at  all  feafons  of 

**  the  year,  where  mercurial  un6tions,  and 
*•  long-continued  courfes  of  ftrong  decoc- 
**  tions  of  Guaiacum,  either  by  itfelf  Amply, 
or  compounded  w ith  a fmall  proportion  of 
our  Sarfaparilla,  have  failed. 

7.  It  would  feem  probable,  from  any 
obfervations  I have  yet  been  able  to  make, 

*«  that  the  Sarfaparilla  root  is  only  to  be 
depended  on,  in  venereal  cafes  where 
mercury  has  failed  ; at  lead,  has  preceded 
the  ufe  of  the  deco6lion,  or  when  it  is 
**  combined  with  it ; and  therefore  is  not 
to  be  trufted  to  alone,  unlefs  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances. 

8.  Mercury  alone  will  in  general  cure 
« moft  venereal  complaints.  The  Sarfapa- 

« rilla  will  perhaps  always  cure  what  refills 

**  the 
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the  power  of  mercury.  It  is  therefore 
“ probable,  that  we  may  find  in  mercury 
and  Sarfaparilla  properly  combined,  a cer* 
**  tain  cure  for  every  cafe  that  can  be  called 
venereal.” 

My  ow  n experience  of  the  efficacy  of  Sar- 
faparilla in  venereal  complaints,  has  indeed 
obliged  me  to  form  a very  ditferent  eftimale 
of  its  good  qualities,  from  that  which  is 
given  in  the  preceding  obfervations ; yet  1 
would  by  no  means  aff'e<5l  to  depreciate  the 
labours  of  Sir  William  Fordyce,  or  to  quef- 
tion  the  good  faith  with  which  his  reports 
were  collected.  Indeed,  the  publication  of 
his  papers  has  been  attended  with  the  advan- 
tage of  recalling  the  attention  of  medical 
men,  to  an  ufeful  article  of  the  materia 
mcdica  ; and,  if  the  advocate  of  this  ncgle^cd 
medicine  over-rated  its  ufeful  properties,  our 
obligations  are  ftill  due  to  him,  for  introdu- 
cing into  more  general  notice,  a vegetable 
remedy  which  has  been  too  much  underva- 
lued bv  rnen  of  eminence  in  the  profefiion.* 

C.  In 


* Thus  it  fell  Into  difrepute,  and  by  degrees  was 
ilmoft  forgotten,  infomuch  that  of  late, 
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Ih  the  firft  of  the  foregoing  remarks.  Sir 
William  Fordyce  has  exprefsly  aflerted,  that 
Sarfaparilla  can  cure  the  venereal  difeafe : the 
fccond  remark  does  not  exprefs  any  thing 
more,  than  that  this  vegetable  pofTelTes  emi- 
nently nutritive  qualities.  In  the  fix  following 
paragraphs,  he  requires,  that  a mercurial 
courfe  fhall  have  preceded  the  exhibition  of 
the  deco6lion  ; or  that  mercury  fhall  be  given 
in  conjunction  with  it.  It  like  wife  appears 
farther,  that  Sarfaparilla  cannot  cure  the  pri- 
mary fymptoms  of  fyphilis ; and  that,  with 
one  fmgle  exception,  it  never  cures  the 
fecondary  fymptoms,  without  the  co-opera- 
tion of  mercury.  From  the  general  tenor  of 
the  paper  referred  to,  I cannot  fuppofe,  that 
the  author  defigned  to  propofe  the  Sarfaparilla 
as  a competitor  with  mercury ; but  that  he 
rather  intended  to  teach,  that  the  former 


greateft  maflers  of  medicine  have  afierted,  that  its  de- 
codion  is  no  better  than  barley  water. 

Med.  Obf.  and  Enq.  Vol.  I. 

If  I was  to  confult  my  own  experience  alone,  I 
Ihould  not  give  this  root  a place  in  the  Materia  Medica ; 
for,  tried  in  every  Oiape,  I have  never  found  it  an  effec- 
tual medicine,  in  Syphilis,  or  any  other  difeafe. 

Cullen’s  Mat.  Med.  Vol.  II. 
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medicine  could  remove  venereal  fymptoms, 
to  the  cure  of  which  the  latter  was  unequal, 
and  which,  on  fome  occafions,  would  even 
aggravate  them.  In  profecuting  this  fubjedl,  I 
(hall,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  divide  it  into 
two  dillin6t  quellions. 

I ft.  Is  the  Sarfaparilla  root,  when  given 
alone,  to  be  fafely  relied  on,  in  the  treatment 
of  Lues  Venerea  ? 

The  late  Mr.  Bromfeild,  my  predeceflbr, 
and,  during  fome  years,  my  colleague  at  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  has  given  a very  decided 
anfwer  to  this  queftion : I folemnly  declare, . 

*•  (fays  he,)  I never  faw  a tingle  inftance  in 
**  my  life,  where  it  cured  that  diforder  without 
the  atfiftance  of  mercury ; either  given  at 
the  fame  time  with  it,  or  when  it  had  been 
**  previoufly  taken  before  the  decodion  was 
dire<fted.’'* 

My  own  experience,  during  many  years, 
coincides  inb'rely  with  the  obfcrvallons  of 
Mr.  Bromfeild.  I have  employed  the  Sarfa- 
parilla,  in  powder,  and  in  decoctions,  in  an 
almoft  infinite  variety  of  cafes;  and  I feel 
myfelf  fully  authorifed  to  atlert,  that  this 

♦ PradUcal  Obferv’ations  on  the  Ufe  of  Corrofive 
Sublimate,  and  Sarfaparilla,  &c.  P.  ;8. 
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plant  has  not  the  power  of  curing  any  one 
form  of  the  lues  venerea. 

The  Sarfaparilla  indeed,  like  the  Guaiacum, 
is  capable  of  alleviating  fymptoms  derived 
from  the  venereal  virus;  and  it  fometimes 
manifefts  the  power  of  fuipending,  for  a time, 
the  deftru(5live  ravages  of  that  contagion: 
but,  where  the  poifon  has  not  been  previoufly 
fubdued  by  mercury,  the  fymptoms  will 
quickly  return ; and,  in  addition  to  them, 
we  often  fee  the  moft  indubitable  proofs, 
that  the  difeafe  is  making  an  a6tual  progrefs, 
during  the  regular  adminiftration  of  the 
vegetable  remedy. 

The  nature  of  that  benefit  which  many 
perfons  aftually  obtain  from  Sarfaparilla,  when 
they  are  afflicted  with  the  lues  venerea,  will 
form  a fubjeft  of  difcullion  hereafter ; in  the 
mean  time,  I fhall  proceed  to  treat  the  fecond 
queftion,  connected  with  the  inquiry  before 
me. 

2.  When  the  Sarfaparilla  root  is  given,  in 
conjun6lion  with  mercury,  does  it  render 
the  mercurial  courfe  more  certain  and  effi- 
cacious ? 

In  replying  to  this  query,  it  is  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  the  phrafe  **  to  increafe  the 

efficacy 


OF  THE  RADIX  SARSAPARILL.E.  23 

efficacy  of  mercury,”  may  imply,  that  a 
fmaller  quantity  of  this  mineral  antidote,  will 
confer  fecurity  on  an  infeded  perfon,  when 
Sarfaparilla  is  added  to  it:  or,  it  may  mean, 
that  mercury  would  be  fometimes  unequal  to 
the  cure,  without  the  aid  of  Sarfaparilla.  If  a 
dcco<5tion  of  this  root  did  indeed  poiTcfs  fo 
admirable  a quality,  that  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury necellary  to  effea  a cure,  might  be 
fafely  reduced,  whenever  it  was  given  during 
a mercurial  courfe,  it  w'ould  form  a moft 
valuable  addition  to  our  materia  medica. 
This  opinion  has  be^n,  however,  unfortunately 
falliBed  by  the  moft  ample  experience;  and, 
whoever  lhall  be  fo  unwary  as  to  ait  upon 
fuch  a prefumption,  will  be  fure  to  find  his 
own  and  his  patient’s  expeitations  egregioufly 
difappointed. 

If  the  Sarfaparilla  root  be  a genuine  antidote 
againft  the  fyphilitic  virus,  it  ought  to  cure 
the  difeafe  when  adminiftered  alone ; but,  if  no 
direit  proof  can  be  adduced  of  its  being  equal 
to  this,  any  arguments  founded  on  hiftories 
w here  mercury  had  been  previoufly  given,  or 
where  both  the  medicines  were  adminiftered 
at  the  fame  time,  muft  be  ambiguous  and 
undecifive. 

C4 
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It  appears  probable,  that  Sir  Willfam 
Fordyce,  and  fome  other  perfons,  entertained 
a notion,  that  there  were  certain  venereal 
fymptoms  which  commonly  refifted  the  po- 
tency of  mercury ; and  that  the  SaiTaparilla  was 
an  appropriate  remedy  in  thcfe  cafes.  This 
opinion,  I believe,  is  not  correft,  for  it  mili- 
tates againft  all  I have  ever  obferved  of  the 
progrefs  and  treatment  of  lues  venerea. 

Indeed,  thofe  patients  who  have  lately  ufed 
a full  courfe  of  mercury,  often  complain  of 
nofturnal  pains  in  their  limbs;  they  are  fome- 
times  atfli6led  with  painful  enlargements  of 
the  elbow  and  knee  joints;  or  they  have 
membranous  nodes,  cutaneous  exulcerations, 
and  certain  other  fymptoms,  refembling  thofe 
which  are  the  offspring  of  the  venereal  virus. 
It  may  and  does  often  happen,  that  appear- 
ances like  thefe  are  miftaken  for  a true 
venereal  affection ; and,  in  confequence  of  this 
error,  mercury  is  adminiftered,  which  never 
feils  to  exafperate  the  difeafe.  Now,  if  a 
ftrong  decoaion  of  the  Sarfaparilla  root  be 
given  to  perfons  under  thefe  circumftances,  it 
will  feldom  fail  of  producing  the  moft  bene- 
ficial effeas;  hence  it  has  been  contended, 

that  fymptoms  derived  from  the  contagion  of 

Lues 
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Lues  Venerea,  which  could  not  be  cured  by 
mercury,  have  finally  yielded  to  this  vege* 
table  remedy.  It  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  reprefentations  of  this  kind  have  a 
ipecious  and  impofing  air;  neverthelefs,  1 
lhall  endeavour  to  prove,  that  they  are  neither 
cxacSt  nor  conclufive. 

If  any  of  the  above-named  fymptoms  Ihould 
appear  near  the  conclufion  of  a courfe  of 
mercury,  when  that  medicine  was  operating 
powerfully  on  the  whole  lyftem,  it  would  be 
a ftrangc  and  inexplicable  thing,  if  they  could 
poflibly  be  derived  immediately  from  the 
uncontrolled  agency  of  the  venereal  virus: 
this  would  imply  fomething  like  a palpable 
contradiction,  that  the  antidote  Ihould  be  ope- 
rating with  fuflScient  efficacy  to  cure  the 
venereal  fymptoms  for  which  it  was  directed ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  venereal  virus 
was  proceeding  to  contaminate  new  parts, 
and  to  excite  a new  order  of  appearances. 

One  fource,  and  a very  common  one,  to 
which  fome  of  tlie  miftakes  committed  upon 
this  fubjea  may  be  traced,  is  a perfuafion, 
that  every  morbid  alteration  which  arifes  in 
an  infected  perfon,  is  actually  tainted  with  the 

venereal 
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venereal  virus,  and  ought  to  be  afcribed  to 
it^  as  its  true  caufe. 

Every  experienced  furgeon  muft,  however, 
be  aware,  that  very  little  of  truth  and  reality 
exifts  in  a reprefentation  of  this  kind.  The  con- 
tagious matter,  and  the  mineral  fpecific,  may 
jointly  produce  in  certain  habits  of  body,  a new 
feries  of  fymptoms,  which,  ftri6tly  fpeaking, 
are  not  venereal;  which  cannot  be  cured  by 
mercury ; and  which  are  fometimes  more  to 
be  dreaded,  than  the  fimple  and  natural  effe61s 
of  the  venereal  virus.  Some  of  the  moft 
formidable  of  thefe  appearances  may  be  fome- 
times  removed  by  Sarfaparilla,  the  venereal 
virus  ftill  remaining  in  the  fyftem;  and,  when 
the  force  of  that  poifon  has  been  completely 
fubdued  by  mercury,  the  fame  vegetable  i» 
alfo  capable  of  freeing  the  patient,  from  what 
may  be  called,  the  fequelae  of  a mercurial 
couiTe. 

1 Hate  thefe  fa(51s  with  confidence,  becaufe 
they  have  been  carefully  verified  by  long 
and  extenfive  experience:  how  far  they  may 
quadrate,  or  not,  with  any  particular  hypo- 
thefis,  is  not  my  prefent  concern. 

This  part  of  the  fubjeft  will  receive  fome 
illuftration,  by  a recital  of  the  following  cafes. 

CASE 
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CASE  THE  FIRST. 

In  the  year  1789,  I was  confulted  by  a 
gentleman,  on  account  of  a diforder  in  his 
throat,  which  he  confidercd  as  the  return  of 
a venereal  complaint.  He  had  ufed  a courfc 
of  mercury,  under  the  direction  of  a furgeon, 
for  a chancre,  and  an  ulcer  on  one  of  the 
toniils:  thefe  fyinptoms  had  gradually  dif- 

appcared,  and  he  was  declared,  by  his  furgeon, 
to  be  cured.  In  about  a fortnight  after  he  had 
ceafed  to  employ  mercury,  his  throat  became 
painful,  and  ulcerated ; this  being  confidered  as 
a relapfe,  he  refurned  the  ule  of  the  fpecific, 
but  gained  no  advantage  from  it ; on  the  con- 
trary, he  feemed  w'orfe.  At  this  period,  1 firft 
faw  him -he  was  much  reduced ; had  a very 
quick  and  feeble  pulfe ; and  complained  of 
great  general  debility.  On  examining  his 
throat,  I found  one  of  the  ton  fils  intircly  de- 
ftroyed ; the  ulcer  had  corroded  about  one  half 
of  the  uvula,  and  of  the  velamcn  palatinum 
on  that  fide;  and  it  was  proceeding  rapidly 
down  the  velamen  palatinum  on  the  other 
fide.  I declared  the  ulcer  not  to  be  venereal ; 
and  directed  the  gentleman  to  go  into  the 

country. 
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country,  to  adopt  a generous  plan  of  diet; 
and  to  take  a pint  and  a half  of  a ftrong  decoc- 
tion of  Sarfaparilla  every  day.  The  amend- 
ment which  fucceeded  on  his  following  thofe 
dire6tions,  was  rapid  and  decilive;  he  was 
perfe6lly  well  in  about  a month,  and  had  no 
fymptoms  afterwards  of  a fyphilitic  nature. 

CASE  THE  SECOND. 

A young  gentleman  had  a chancre, 
which  was  fucceedcd  by  a bubo;  and,  not 
ufing  mercury  effedlually,  a venereal  ulcer 
appeared  fomc  time  afterwards  in  his  throat. 
His  furgeon  dire6ted  him  to  keep  at  home, 
and  • conducted  him  through  a very  proper 
courfe  of  mercury.  The  primary  fymptoms 
w ere  foon  cured ; but  the  ulcer  in  his  throat 
remained  foul  and  floughy,  and  Ihewed  no 
tendency  to  heal.  When  he  had  nearly 
employed  as  much  mercury  as  had  been 
intended,  feveral  fmall  tubercles  appeared 
on  different  parts  of  his  body,  which  were 
foon  converted  into  deep  foul  ulcers,  of  a 
confiderable  extent : thefe  fores  were  like- 

wife  extremely  painful,  and  difcharged  large 
quantities  of  a fetid  fanics.  The  patient  was 

greatly 


or  THE  RADIX  SARSAPARILLA.  29 

greatly  emaciated ; he  had  a quick  and  feeble 
pulfe,  and  exhibited  every  appearance  of  one 
in  a very  declining  ftate  of  health.  At  this 
period  of  the  difeafe,  I was  confulted;  and 
advifed,  that  the  mercury  fliould  be  difeonti- 
nued ; that  he  (hould  be  taken  out  every  day 
in  a carriage;  and  that  he  Ihould  take  the 
deco<5lion  and  powder  of  Sarfaparilla.  The 
gentleman  perfevered  nearly  three  weeks,  in 
following  thefc  dire6lions,  before  he  expe- 
rienced any  confiderablc  amendment;  but, 
after  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  recovered 
rapidly,  fo  that  his  fores  were  healed,  and  his 
health  was  reftored,  in  about  two  months  from 
the  time  of  my  firft  vifiting  him. 

Thcfe  two  cafes  will  ferve  to  illuftrate 
what  I have  advanced  in  the  foregoing  pages; 
and  illuftration  is  all  I defign  by  them.  I 
Ihould  find  no  difficulty  in  filling  many  pages 
with  recitals  of  the  good  eflefls  of  Sai*faparilla, 
taken  after  a mercurial  courfe,  where  there 
have  been  ncxSurnal  pains,  fwcllings  of  the 
larger  joints,  nodes  of  the  periolleum,  caries 
of  different  bones  of  the  face,  and  thefe 
accompanied  with  he6tical  fymptoms,  atrophy, 
and  other  formidable  appearances:  but  I con- 
ceive, 
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ceive,  that  to  multiply  narratives  of  this  kind, 
would;  be  ratlier  oftentatious  than  ufeful. 

The  inftances  in  which  tiie  beneficial  eiFcdls 
of  Sarfaparilla  are  permanent,  are  thofe  where 
the  difeafe  has  been  prcvioufly  cured  by  mer- 
cury ; and  where  new  fymptoms  have  arifen, 
not  at  all  conne<5tcd  with  tlie  aftive  ftate  of 

i - - 

the  venereal  virus.  But  1 have  alfo  faid,  that 
this  vegetable  may  do  fervice  in  cafes  where  • 
the  fyphilitic  poifon  has  not  been  deftroyed  by 
the  proper  antidote:  here  the  advantages 
derived  from  this  medicine,  are  merely  tem- 
porary, and  commonly  of  a fliort  duration. 
Of  the  truth  of  this  ftatement,  the  following 
hiftories  will  afford  a fufficient  illuftyation. 

CASE  THE  THIRD. 

R.  B.  aged  twenty-five  years,  became  my 
patient  towards  the  Tatter  end  of  the  year 
1794,  after  having  employed  two  mercurial 
courfes,  unfucccfsfully,  in  the  country.  When 
I firft  faw  him,  his  knees,  ankles,  and  elbow 
joints,  were  very  much  fwollen,  painful,  and 
almofi:  immoveable;  he  was  greatly  emaci- 
ated ; had  a quick  pulfe ; profufe  night  fweats, 

with 
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U'ith  the  common  heftical  fymptoms;  and  his 
general  appearance  was  tliat  of  a man  in  the 
laft  ftage  of  a phthifis  pulmonalis.  In  addition 
to  thefe  complaints,  he  had  a large  node  on 
the  forehead,  and  another  on  the  tibia  of  the 
left  leg.  I directed  him  to  take  the  powder 
of  Sarfaparilla,  with  lime  water ; and  to  ufe 
fuch  nourifhing  diet  as  his  ftomach  could  re- 
teive.  In  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  he  had 
amended  confiderably ; his  pains  were  quite 
relieved  ; he  could  move  his  legs  and  arms ; 
his  pulfe  was  reduced  to  nearly  the  natural 
llandard ; and  he  was  evidently  regaining  his 
flefh  and  ftrength.  He  perfevered  in  this 
courfe  of  medicine,  during  two  months,  and 
his  health  feemed  to  be  pcrfc(ftly  re-eftabliftied  ; 
but  the  venereal  nodes  which  had  nearly 
fubfided,  now  began  to  increafe  rapidly ; he 
fuffered  much  from  noflumal  pains,  and  his 
health  vifibiy  declined.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  I concluded  that  the  venereal  virus 
was  now  proceeding  in  its  ufual  courfe,  and  I 
accordingly  dcfifted  from  giving  him  the  Sar* 
faparilla,  and  direifted  the  ufe  of  mercury. 


CASE 
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CASE  THE  FOURTH. 

Mrs. , aged  forty  years,  had  undergone 

two  fucceflive  courfes  of  mercury,  on  account 
of  a venereal  ulcer  in  the  throat ; and  the 
difeaf^  had  recurred  twice.  I faw  her  firtt, 
about  three  months  after  the  termination  of 
the  fecond  mercurial  courfe;  at  that  time 
file  had  a venereal  ulcer  on  one  of  the  tonfils, 
and  complained  of  no^urnal  head-achs.  The 
infirm  ftate  of  her  health,  rendered  the  imme- 
diate life  of  mercury  improper;  I therefore 
ordered  a common  gargle;  the  decoc5tion  of 
Sarfaparilla  with  bark;  and  advifed  her  to 
remove  into  the  country  until  her  health 
fiiould  be  improved.  By  perfevering  in  this 
mode  of  treatment,  during  two  months,  ftie 
recovered  her  health,;  the  ulcer  in  her  throat 
was  healed ; and  fhe  ceafed  to  complain  of 
head  ach.  From  thefe  favourable  appearances, 
file  too  haftily  concluded  herfclf  to  be  well; 
but,  in  about  fix  weeks  from  this  period,  the 
ulcer  again  appeared  in  her  throat;  file  had  a 
node  on  one  of  the  parietal  bones,  and  com- 
plained as  much  of  pain  as  ever.  I therefore 
thought  it  proper  to  infift  on  her  employing 
another  courfe  of  mercury. 


CASE 
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CASE  THE  FIFTH. 

Mr.  F.  ufed  mercury,  under  the  direction 
of  an  apothecary,  on  account  of  a chancre, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  be  cured.  In  about  three 
months  afterwards,  feveral  venereal  blotches 
appeared  on  his  forehead,  and  he  fuffered  very 
feverely  from  nod  urnal  head.  achs.  His  apo- 
thecary, not  fuppofing  thefe  fymptoms  to  be 
venereal,  gave  him  the  extrad  of  Sarfaparilla, 
dillblved  in  a decod  ion  of  the  root  of  that 
plant.  This  diet  drink  fufpended  the  violence 
of  the  head-ach,  and  the  eruption  difappeared 
entirely.  But,  while  he  was  ftill  taking  this 
medicine,  with  a view  of  eftablifliing  his  healtli 
completely,  the  pains  returned  with  an  in- 
creafed  violence,  and  the  eruptions  appeared 
again  upon  his  forehead.  He  now  placed 
himfclf  under  my  care;  and  his  complaints 
were  finally  removed  by  tlie  adminillration  of 
mercury. 


CASE  THE  SIXTH. 

Mr.  C.  underwent  a long  and  fevere  courfe 
of  mercury,  on  account  of  an  ulcer  in  his 

D throat. 
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throat,  and  a node  on  the  left  tibia : at  the 
conclufion  of  it,  he  was  much  emaciated : his 
health  was  in  a bad  ilatc,  and  he  was  nearly 
deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs.  The  ulcer 
in  his  throat  was,  however,  healed,  and  the 
node  had  fubfided.  The  gentleman  who  at- 
tended him,  fuppofing  the  venereal  virus  to 
be  extinguiflied,  advil’ed  a courfe  of  warm 
fea-bartiing ; and  Mr.  C.  went  down  to 
Brighthelmftone  for  that  purpofe.  During  his 
continuance  there,  he  derived  no  advantage 
from  the  fea  air,  nor  from  the  warm  baths; 
and,  after  remaining  nearly  fix  weeks,  he 
returned  to  town,  and  requefted  my  attend- 
ance. When  1 firft  faw  him,  he  was  greatly 
emaciated;  Was  extremely  feeble;  and  the 
joints  of  his  lower  extremities  fo  much 
fwollen  and  painful,  that  he  was  obliged  to  ufe 
crutches,  in  removing  from  his  bed-chamber 
into  his  drawing-room.  The  periofteum  was 
tender,  and  fomewhat  thickened,  at  that  part 
where  the  node  had  formerly  exifted  ; but  the 
turiiefa<5lion  was  inconfiderable.  By  taking 
the  decoftion  and  powder  of  Saifaparilla,  he 
recovered  his  health,  regained  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  and  acquired  his  ufual  degree  of 
jlrength:  but,  although  he  flattered  himfelf  that 

his 
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his  complaints  were  removed,  I fuggefted 
feme  doubts  of  his  being  free  from  the  Lues 
Venerea.  In  lets  than  tliree  months  from  the 
lime  1 firft  faw  him,  the  node  began  again  to 
rife,  and  became  very  painful ; the  lower  part 
of  the  ulna  enlarged  conliderably,  rendering 
the  motion  of  the  fore  arm,  both  painful  and 
\lifficult ; a venereal  ulcer  appeared  in  his  throat; 
and  his  body  was  almoft  covered  with*  erup- 
tions. The  difeafe  in  his  throa’,  the  blotches 
on  his  fkin,  and  the  node  on  the  ulna,  were 
removed  in  a few  weeks,  by  the  agency  of 
mercury ; but  his  cure  was  not  completed* 
till  after  the  exfoliation  of  a piece  of  carious 
bone  from  the  tibia  of  the  left  leg. 


CASE  THE  SEVENTH. 

One  of  my  patients  in  the  Lock  Hofpital, 
who  had  nearly  completed  his  courfe  of  inunc- 
tion, ftiewed  me  a little  tumor,  refcmbling  a 
fmall  boil,  upon  the  fldn  of  his  forehead,  cover- 
ing the  right  fide  of  the  frontal  bone ; this  tumor 
was  red  and  painful,  and  had  a fmall  pimple 
in  its  centre,  containing  a Iranfparent  fluid. 
In  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  days,  a little 

D 2 matter 
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matter  was  difc  barged  fpontaneoufly  froM 
the  boil,  and  a rapid  and  extenfive  ulceration 
fucceeded  its  rupture.  The  ulcer  foon  de- 
ftroyed  a portbn  of  the  fkin,  as  large  as 
the  palm  of  the  hand ; the  cellular  membrane 
feparated  in  large  otfenfive  (loughs;  and  the 
Houghing  extended  under  the  found  (kin, 
beyond  the  margin  of  the  ulcer,  occafioning 
a great  extent  of  hollownefs,  from  this  lofs 
of  fubftance.  The  deilru^tion  of  the  cellular 
membrane  took  place  in  every  dire6tion  ; and 
the  mifehief  extended  as  low  as  the  inner 
angle  of  the  eye. 

This  ulcer  was  of  a very  irregular  (igurey 
was  extremely  painful,  and  difeharged  large 
quantities  of  an  off'enfive  (anies,  mixed  with 
corrupted  cellular  membrane.  I fufpended 
the  mercurial  courfe ; advifed  the  patient  to 
remove  from  the  hofpital  into  lodgings ; and 
directed  him  to  take  Sarfaparilla,  both  in 
powder  and  d6co<5tioir.  The  fore  was  <va(hcd 
with  a (Irong  deco6tion  of  the  (liavings  of 
' Guaiacum,  and  covered  with  a carrot  poul- 
tice. By  purfuing  this  method,  with  fuch 
occafional  variation  of  the  drellings  as  the 
Hate  of  the  fore  indicated,  it  was  perfe6tly 
healed  in  about  frx  weeks.  As  I knew  that 

tills 
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ihis  patient  was  not  perfe<5tly  cured  of  the 
Lues  Venerea,  I ordered  him  to  return  to 
the  hofpital,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  any 
fufpicious  fymptoms:  he  accordingly  applied 
to  me,  about  a month  after  the  healing  of 
the  fore  on  his  forehead,  and  the  wed  me 
ulcers  on  both  the  tonfiis,  and  on  the  pofterior 
part  of  the  fauces;  for  which  I dircifted  a 
courfe  of  mercury. 

The  ulcer  which  I have  now  been  deferibing, 
is  not  a very  uncommon  occurrence:  I have 
feen  it  feveral  times  in  private  practice,  as 
well  as  in  the  Lock  Hofpital;  and  it  has,  in 
every  inftance,  yielded  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
jnent  deferibed  above. 

As  my  principal  defign,  in  the  introduftion 
of  cafes  into  this  work,  is  illuftration,  the 
foregoing  hiltories  will  fufficiently  fulfil  the 
object  propofed ; I fhall,  therefore,  omit  infert- 
ing  many  others  which  I had  feie<5ted  for 
that  purpole,  and  proceed  to  offer  fome  prac- 
tical obfervations. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  narratives, 
evince  the  virtues  of  Sarfaparilla,  in  cafes 
truly  venereal ; they  do  not,  indeed,  lliew 
that  it  can  cure  the  difeafe;  but  they  afford 
ample  evidence  of  its  power  in  abating  the 

D 3 violence 
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violence  of  fome  fymptoms,  and  retarding  the 
progrefs  of  others,  \\ithout  proving  perma- 
nently beneficial  to  the  patient. 

The  feventh  narrative  prefents  an  inftance 
of  what  1 fuggeited  before;  that  new  dileafes 
may  arife  dunng  a mercurial  ccurfe,  which 
are  not  truly  venereal,  and  which  are  ex- 
afperaled  by  mercury  ; and  that  thefe  com- 
plaints may  be  removed  by  Saifaparilla,  (and 
Ibmetimes  by  other  medicines,)  the  original 
difeafe  remaining  unfuhdued.  The  feveral 
fadls  which  have  been  alleged  in  the  c<  urfe 
pf  this  chapter,  prove  very  fufficiently  that 
Sarfaparilla  is  a good  medicine;  but  they 
likewife  militate  againft  the  notion  of  its  being 
an  antidote  deferving  of  confidence,  in  Lues 
Venerea.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  urged  in  its 
behalf,  that  it  is  a fpecific  quoad  boc;  fince 
it  alleviates  venereal  fymptoms,  and  checks, 
in  fome  degree,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 
Againft  this  plea,  however,  I would  adduce 
what  muft  appear  like  a very  decifive  objec- 
tion; that  no  quantity  of  Sarfaparilla  can 
fucccfsfully  oppofe  the  a<5tion  of  the  fyphilitic 
virus  beyond  a very  limited  period ; fince  the 
difeafe  will  continue  to  fpread,  and  infe6l  the 
fyftem  more  deeply,  and  even  demonftrate 
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the  reality  of  its  progrefs,  by  the  appearance 
of  new  and  additional  fymptonis,  at  the 
very  time  when  the  patient  is  under  the 
iiill  influence  of  the  medicine,  and  is  actually 
taking  as  large  quantities  of  it  as  his  fto- 
mach  can  retain.  Nothing  like  this  is  ever 
feen  to  occur,  during  a Ikilful  adminiftration 
of  mercury. 

It  cannot  be  deemed  neceflary  to  produce 
any  more  evidence  of  the  infufflciency  of 
Sarfaparilla,  as  a proper  and  certain  remedy 
in  the  Lue§  Venerea  ; but,  while  I reje<5t  it  as 
a Ipecific,  I would  by  no  means  difparage  it 
as  a medicine  poflelling  no  valuable  qualities. 
In  thofe  cafes  where  the  malignant  powers 
of  the  virus  have  proved  materially  prejudicial 
to  the  health,  fo  that  the  patient  cannot  enter 
upon  the  ufe  of  mercury  with  propriety,  the 
decodtion  and  powder  of  Sarfaparilla,  w ill  often 
petard  the  deftrudtive  agency  of  the  venereal 
poifon,  and  repair  the  breaches  made  in  the 
conftitution : it  may  be  fometim^  given  with 
advantage,  during  a courfe  of  mercurial 
fridtions,  when  it  does  not  occafion  a deter- 
mination to  the  bowels ; and  it  will  almofl: 
invariably  remove  many  of  the  moft  trouble- 
Ibme  fequelae  of  a courfe  of  mercury. 

1)4 
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Nor  are  the  falutary  properties  of  the 
Sarfaparilla  root  ufeful  in  thofe  difeafes 
only  that  are  either  immediately  or  re- 
motely connected  with  Syphilis ; its  beneficial 
efiedls  are  often  demonftrated  in  the  treatment 
of  foul,  untradlable,  fpreading  fores ; in  more 
than  one  form  of  fcrofula ; and  in  the 
Elephanliafis,  or  at  lead,  in  cutaneous  affec- 
tions nearly  refembling  thofe  to  which  tliat 
appellation  is  given. 

The  two  following  obfervations,  recorded 
by  Mr.  Bromfeild,  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  fome  of  my  readers.  “ Mary  Parr,  aged 
**  twenty-eight  years,  when  admitted  into 
**  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  had  large  blotches 
” on  feveral  parts  of  her  body,  but  particu- 
larly  on  her  head  and  face,  which  were 
incrufted  w ith  broad  hard  fcabs.  Her  cafe, 
**  from  appearances,  was  judged  venereal, 
though  the  poor  woman  declared,  fhe  never 
had  any  reafon  to  fufpedt  it.  A courfe  of 
mercurial  frictions  loofened  the  incrufta- 
tions,  and  the  fubjacent  ulcers  began  to 
difcharge.  Some  of  thofe  on  her  body 
feqmed  to  yield  to  the  mercury,  though 
it  had  but  little  efieft  on  thofe  of  her 
''  head  and  face ; and,  during  the  courfe,  her 

''  right 
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^ **  right  eye-lid  began  to  be  affe^ed  with  the 

j **  fame  kind  of  blotch,  which  ended  in  a 
**  Lippitudo.  She  continued  under  falivation 
**  feven  weeks,  and,  during  the  courfe,  the 
**  bark  was  given  with  advantage.” 

Mr.  Bromfeild  then  tried  the  Solanum 
Lethale,  but  without  any  good  dte<?t.  He 
obferves,  the  old  fores  broke  out,  and 
“ thofe  flie  had  on  her  face  fpread  very 
“ much,  foon  after  flie  began  taking  the  laft 
medicine  ; particularly  thofe  on  the  Al® 
Nati  and  under  lip;  which  occafioned  a 

great  lofs  of  fubftance  in  both.*’ **  The 

remarkable  fuccefs  we  had  in  a fimilar 
cafe,  not  long  before,  with  the  decodion  of 
••  Sarfaparilla  root,  made  us  recommend  it 
for  this  poor  creature,  but  with  very  little 
“ hopes  of  fuccefs,  or  indeed  of  her  life.  She 
**  took  it  with  milk,  a quart  in  the  twenty-four 
•*  hours,  and,  in  a month’s  time,  her  fores 
w ere  all  healed,  and  the  recovered  her  health 
**  and  tlrength.” — 

**  The  inducement  to  try  the  Sarfiparilla, 
*[  in  the  above  cafe,  arofe  from  the  fervice 
it  had  done  a poor  gW,  who  had  been 
•*  formerly  folivated  in  one  of  the  city  hof- 
*f  pitah,  for  large  blotches,  which  were 

»»  thought 
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thought  vcnereiil.  They  yielded  a little 
to  the  mercury  during  her  Ipitting;  but 
“ foon  after  the  eruptions  returned,  and  the 
**  was  received  into  St.  George’s.  Another 
falivation  was  recommended,  which  ftie 
underwent  with  as  Uttle  advantage  as 
formerly  ; flie  was  cpnfiderably  funk  by 
**  her  courfe  of  mercury ; there  remained 
**  deep  ulcers  in  her  face;  and  the  Alas  Nafi 
**  were  almoft  deftroyed  by  tlie  fharpnefs  of 
the  humour.  She  began  the  deco6tion  of 
Sarfaparilla  with  milk,  drank  a quart  in 
the  day,  and  continued  it  for  a month ; by 
which  means  lier  fores  were  heakd,  and 
fhe  was  reftorcd  to  perfect  health.  From 
the  obfervations  I have  made,  of  the  ill 
eife^ts  of  mercury,  very  often,  in  fcorbutic 
habits,  I am  apt  to  believe,  tliat  the  above 
cafes  were  both  of  them  of  that  fpecies,  or, 
••  inclining  to  the  lepra,  and  not  venereal.”* 
Since  the  year  1 793,  in  which  I publifhed 
fome  Obfervations  on  the  Elephantiatis,t  I have 
had  about  feven  or  eight  diftindtly  marked 
cafes  of  that  diteafe  under  my  care.  In 

* An  account  of  the  Englifh  Nightfliades,  &c. 
f Practical  Obfervations  on  Cancerous  Complaints,  &c. 
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one  patient,  who  had  blotches  on  the  face, 
refembling  thofe  defi  ribed  by  Mr.  Bromfeild, 
the  exhibiting  of  mercury  in  very  fmall  dofes, 
proved  eminently  ufeful.  The  reftoration  of 
all  the  other  patients  to  health,  w as  effected  by 
the  ufe  of  dcco<5tioiis,  in  which  the  Sarfaparilla 
root  was  a principal  ingredient. 

The  opportunities  I have  had  of  acquiring 
a farther  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
Elephanliafis,  have  furnithed  me  with  the 
moft  fatisfaftory  proofs,  that  it  is  an  heredi- 
tary difeafe. 


CHAP. 
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chap.  IV. 


Of  the  MEZEREUM. 

Th  E Mezereum  root  is  fometimes  men- 
tioned, by  the  early  w riters  on  the  venereal 
difeafe,*  as  a cathartic  proper  to  be  given  on 
certain  fpecified  occafions;  but  it  was  firft 
introduced  into  pra6tice,  as  an  appropriate 
remedy  againft  one  order  of  venereal  fymp- 
toms,  by  Dr.  Alexander  Ruilell,  who  publi(he4 
an  account  of  its  virtues,  in  the  third  volume 
pf  the  London  Medical  Obfervations  and  In- 
quiries. “ The  difeafe,’*  fays  Dr.  Ruflell, 
for  which  I principally  recommend  the 
**  dcco6lion  of  the  Mezereon  root  as  a cure, 
is  the  venereal  node,  that  proceeds  from 
a thickening  of  the  membrane  of  the  bones. 
In  a thickening  of  the  periofteum  from 
**  other  caufes,  I have  feen  very  good  effects 
from  it;  and  it  is  frequently  of  fervice 
in  the  removal  of  thofe  no<5turnal  pains 

* Aphrodifiacus,  P.  io8c,  &c. 
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with  which  venereal  patients  are  affllfled ; 
**  though,  in  this  laft  cafe,  excepting  with 
regard  to  the  pain  that  is  occafioned  by  the 
node,  I own,  I have  not  found  its  effects 
" fo  certain,  as  I at  firft  thought  I had  reafort 
**  to  believe. — 1 do  not  find  it  of  fervice  iri 
the  cure  of  any  other  fymptoms  of  the 
**  Venereal  difeafe.”  ♦ 

This  account  of  the  virtues  of  Mezereuni 
it)ot,  as  an  antivenereal  remedy,  is  delivered 
with  lb  much  candour  and  fairnefs,  that  if  it  be 
not  calculated  to  eJccite  high  expectations,  it 
certainly  contains  nothing  that  can  neceflarily 
millcad.  The  feventecn  cafes  which  Dr. 
Ruflell  has  recorded,  do  by  no  means  warrant 
a llronger  form  of  expreliion  than  what  he 
has  adopted ; and,  although  Dr.  Home,  in 
his  Clinical  Experiments  and  Hiftories, 
has  allerted,  that  **  this  root  is  a powerful 
deobltruent  in  all  venereal  tumors,  of  the 
**  feirfhous  kind,  where  mercury  has  failed 
the  evidence  he  has  adduced  of  this  faCt,  is 
fo  fcanty  and  infufficient,  that  it  can  fcarcely 
be  regarded  as  forming  an  addition  to  Dr. 
RulTell's  prior  report. 


* Med.  Obf.  and  Inq.  Vol.  III.  P.  194,  Jqj* 
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The  Mezereum  root  is  therefore  faid  to 
have  the  virtue  of  curing  one  fymptom  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  a membranous  node, 
or,  a thickening  of  the  periglleunj while 
it  poirefTes  no  efficacy  againft  any  other  fymp- 
tom. Now,  I conceive,  that  fuch  a rcprefen- 
tation  of  the  fad:  before  us,  is  not  free  from 
ambiguity ; as  it  may  imply,  that  the  Meze- 
reuin  can  reduce  a membranous  node,  con- 
fidered  as  a local  difeafe ; or,  that  it  can  cure 
a venereal  node,  according  to  the  ftrid  fenfe 
of  the  words ; fo  that,  when  the  morbid  alter- 
ation of  the  membrane  is  removed  by  the 
agency  of  this  medicine,  the  patient  may 
he  regarded  as  perfectly  free  from  any 
venereal  taint : or,  to  ftate  this  matter  in 
other  words ; that  the  Mezereum  root  can 
fubdue  one  particular  effed  of  Lues  Venerea, 
■without  removing  the  caufe ; or  that,  in  the 
fingle  inftance  now  under  confideration,  it 
can  deftroy  both  the  caufe  and  the  effed. 

The  refult  of  my  own  experience  by  no 
means  accords  with  this  reprefentation ; from 
all  that  I have  been  able  to  colled,  in  the 
courfe  of  many  years  obfervation,  I feel 
myfelf  authorifed  to  aflert  unequivocally,  that 
the  Mezereum  has  not  the  power  of  curing 

the 
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the  venereal  difeafe,  in  any  one  ftage,  or 
under  any  one  form. 

If  a deco<5Iion  of  this  root  fhould  ever  re* 
duce  a venereal  node,  where  no  mercury  has 
been  previoufly  given,  yet  the  patient  will  by 
no  means  be  exempted  from  the  necefhty  of 
eriiploying  mercury,  for  as  long  a fpace  of 
time,  and  in  as  large  a quantity,  as  if  no 
Mezercuni  had  been  taken. 

Witli  refpedt  to  the  power  it  is  faid  to 
poflefs,  of  alleviating  the  pain,  and  diminiflang 
the  bulk,  of  membranous  tiodes,  nothing 
peculiar  and  appropriate  can  be  aferibed  to 
the  Mezercum  on  thefe  accounts ; lince  we 
obtain  the  fame  good  ctledls,  from  Sarfaparilla, 
Guaiacum,  Volatile  Alkali,  Bliftcring  Plaftcrs, 
&c.  Neverthcld's,  venereal  nodes  which 
have  fubfided  under  the  ufe  of  any  of  thefe 
articles  of  the  materia  medica,  will  appear 
again,  and  often  with  additional  fy mptorns, 
if  a full  and  efficacious  courfe  of  mercury 
be  not  fubmitted  to.  It  has  indeed  been 
alleged,  that  Mezereum  always  alleviates 
the  pain  occafioned  by  a venereal  node,  and 
generally  reduces  it,  where  the  periofteum 
only  is  affeded ; and  that  it  feldom  fails  of 
removing  thofe  enlargements  of  the  periof- 
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teiim  which  have  not  yielded  during  the 
adminiftration  of  mercury. 

That  fome  inftances  of  fuccefs,  in  cafes  like 
thefe,  may  have  fallen  to  the  ftiare  of  thole 
who  make  the  allcrtion,  it  would  not  become 
me  to  deny ; but  I have  met  with  few  fuch 
agreeable  evidences  of  the  efficacy  of  this 
medicine.  I have  given  the  Mezereum  in 
the  form  of  a Ample  decoflion,  and  alfo  as 
an  ingredient  in  compound  decoctions  of  the 
woods,  in  many  cafes,  where  no  mercury  had 
been  previoufly  employed,  but  never  with 
advantage  to  a Angle  patient.  I have  alfo 
tried  it  in  numerous  inftances,  after  the 
completion  of  a courfe  of  mercury ; yet, 
with  the  exception  of  two  cafes,  where  the 
thickened  ftate  of  the  periofteum  was  re- 
moved during  the  exhibition  of  it,  I never 
favv  the  leaft  beneftt  derived  from  taking  this 
medicine. 

In  a few  cafes  of  anomalous  pains,  which 
I fuppofed  were  derived  from  irregularities 
during  a mercurial  courfe,  the  Mezereum 
was  of  fervice,  after  I had  tried  the  common 
decoCtion  of  the  woods  without  fuccefs ; but, 
even  in  this  defeription  of  cafes,  I have 
always  found  it  a very  uncertain  remedy. 

I have 
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I have  made  trial  of  this  vegetable  in  a 
great  number  of  fcrofulous  cafes,  where  the 
niembranes  covering  the  bones  were  in  a dif- 
eafed  ftate,  and  1 am  not  fure  that  one  fingle 
patiefit  obtained  any  evident  and  material 
benefit  from  it. 

The  late  Dr.  Cullen,  whofe  reports  may 
juftly  claim  attention  from  all  medical  men, 
when  treating  of  the  Mezereum,  in  his  Materia 
Medica,  fays,  **  I have  frequently  employed 
” it  in  feveral  cutaneous  afFe<ftions,  and 
•*  fometimes  with  fuccefs.’'*  It  were  to  have 
been  wifhed,  that  the  profeflbr  of  medicine 
had  fpecified  what  thofe  difeafes  of  the  tkin 
were,  in  which  the  Mezereum  was  fometimes 
employed  with  fuccefs:  for,  if  I except  an 
inftance  or  two  of  Lepra,  in  which  the  decoc- 
tion of  this  plant  conferred  a temporary 
benefit,  I have  very  feldom  found  it  poflefled 
of  medicinal  virtue,  either  in  Syphilis,  or  in 
the  fequelae  of  that  difeafe ; in  Scpofula ; or  in 
cutaneous  aff'e<5tions. 

Indeed,  the  Mezereum  is  of  fo  acrimonious 
a nature,  often  producing  heat  and  other  dif- 
agreeable  fenfations  in  the  fauces,  and,  on 

* Mat.  Med.  Vol.  P.  215. 
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many  occafions,  difordering  the  prims  vis, 
that  I do  not  often  fubjeft  my  patients  to  the 
certain  inconveniencies  which  are  connedted 
v/ith  the  primary  efFe6ts  of  this  medicine,  as 
they  are  rarely  compenfated  by  any  other 
important  and  ufeful  qualities. 
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CHAP.  V. 


Of  tU  CINCHONA. 

I Prefume,  that  no  well-informed  furgeon 
ever  imagined  a fpecific  virtue  of  curing  the 
Lues  Venerea,  to  refide  in  the  Peruvian  bark: 
neverthelefs,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  every 
regular  practitioner,  who  is  much  engaged 
in  treating  this  difeafe,  has  feen  as  good 
effects  produced  by  the  Cinchona,  in  cafes 
truly  venereal,  as  by  any  one  of  the  vege- 
tables which  has  formed  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
preceding  pages.  If  it  ' has  been  alleged 
upon  plaufible  grounds,  that  Guaiacum  pof- 
feffes  medicinal  efficacy  in  venereal  pains ; 
Sarfaparilla,  w here  there  are  phagedenic  ulcers; 
and  Mezereum,  in  cafes  where  there  are 
membranous  nodes.  I would  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  which  the 
utility  of  thefe  plants  may  be  admitted,  I 
■would  contend  for  the  falutary  agency  of  the 
Cinchona,  in  incipient  buboes,  in  ulcers  of 
the  tonfils,  and  in  gangrenous  ulcers  from  a 
venereal  caufe. 

E 2 'Fhe 
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The  hiftory  of  an  enlarged  abforbent  gland 
in  the  groin^  is  frequently  involved  in  loo 
much  obfcurity,  to  juftify  the  giving  of  an 
immediate  and  decided  opinion  upon  its  real 
character ; and,  under  fuch  a ftat?  of  doubt, 

I have  often  'given  the  Peruvian  bark  with 
fingular  advantage.  The  tumefadion  has 
fubfided;  the  gland  has  become  moveable  and 
free  from  pain,  and  has  returned  almoft 
to  its  natural  ftate ; yet,  notwithftanding  thefe 
favourable  appearances,  the  gland  has,  after 
a fliort  time,  again  enlarged,  proceeding 
rapidly  to  fuppuration,  and  other  venereal 
fymptoms  have  arifen,  fufficient  to  difpel  all 
ambiguity.  On  the  adminiftering  of  mercury 
to  fuch  patients,  the  ufual  good  etfeifts  of  that 
medicine  have  taken  place,  and  terminated 
in  the  final  cure  of  the  difeafe.  Inftances  of 
this  kind,  with  fome  variations,  have  occurred 
to  me  fo  frequently,  that  I cannot  fufpe<ft: 
myfelf  of  having  miftaken  Scrofula  for  Lues 
Venerea,  in  every  cafe;  and,  if  the  faft  be  . 
admitted,  that  the  Cinchona  will  fometimes 
reduce  a venereal  bubo,  without  curing  it, 
the  conclufion  which  may  be  fairly  drawn,  is 
too  obvious  to  be  infifted  upon. 


My 
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Kfy  experience  of  the  good  effeiSfe  of  this 
medicine,  in  the  venereal  fore  throat,  has 
been  more  enlarged,  and  if  poffible,  more 
decifive.  I have  repeatedly  feen  the  ulcers 
become  clean,  and  heal ; tlie  voice  regain  its 
clearnefs ; and  the  health  of  the  patient  be 
quite  re  eftabliflied ; fo  that  he  has  concluded 
himfelf  well,  contrary  to  my  decided  opinion. 
The  difeafe  has  liowcver  conftantly  appeared 
again  ; often  ith  the  addition  of  new  venereal 
fymptoms  ; and,  under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
patient  has  been  invariably  cured  by  mercury. 

There  are  certain  peculiarities  of  conliitu* 
tion,  where  the  primary  ulcer  produced  by 
the  venereal  virus,  proceeds  rapidly  into  a 
gangrenous  Hate;  and*  not  uncommonly,  the 
introduction  of  mercury  at  this  period,  rather 
hallens,  than  controuls  the  deftruCtive  procefs. 
I have  received  patients,  at  ditt'erent  times* 
into  the  Lock  Hcfpital,  with  the  whole  penis 
in  a fphacclated  Hate,  where  the  infeCtion  had 
not  been  received  above  a week  previous  to 
their  admillion.  To  thefe  men  I gave  Peru- 
vian bark,  and  treated  them  according  to  the 
methods  ufually  adopted  in  cafes  of  mortifica- 
tion, without  paying  any  attention  to  the 
remote  caufe  of  the  fphacelus.  The  penis 
E 3 commonly 
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commonly  feparated  near  the  fymphylis  of 
the  ofla  pubis ; the  fores  healed ; and  the 
patients  recovered  and  remained  well,  with- 
out requiring  the  aid  of  mercury. 

In  thefe  particular  inftances,  I fuppofed, 
that  the  early  fupervention  of  the  gangrene, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  proceeded, 
might  be  compared,  not  unaptly,  to  the  appli- 
cation of  a tight  ligature  made  upon  the 
penis,  and  that  the  abforption  of  the  virus 
was  anticipated  by  the  death  of  the  part. 
The  truth  of  my  opinion  was  juftified  by  the 
event ; for  the  men  did  not  afterwards  fuffer, 
from  any  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe:  yet  I 
do  not  imagine,  that  any  perfon  will  afcribe 
the  extinction  of  the  venereal  poifon,  to  the 
fpecific  virtues  of  the  Peruvian  bark. 

It  may  not  be  quite  fiiperfluous  to  fuggeft 
a caution,  againft  employing  the  mode  of 
reafoning  which  I adopted,  in  a general  and 
unqualified  manner ; for  1 fear  it  would  not 
te  correct  and  applicable  to  any  cafes,  except 
to  thofe  which  are  recent,  and  where  the 
deftruCtion  of  the  whole  fubftance  of  the 
infected  part  has  been  fudden  and  complete. 

I have  faid,  that  there  are  certain  conftitu- 
tions  in  which  a chancre,  on  its  firft  appear- 
ance. 
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ance,  always  becomes  gangrenous;  and  I have 
more  than  once  noticed  this  very  unfavour- 
able  occurrence,  in  the  fame  patient,  every 
time  he  received  the  infeftion,  although  it 
did  not  always  prevail  in  an  equal  degree. 
In  cafes  of  this  kind,  the  Peruvian  bark  is 
indicated,  as  well  by  the  ftate  of  the  fyftem 
in  general,  as  by  the  mortified  condition  of  the 
affected  part.  Under  a proper  exhibition 
of  this  medicine,  the  Houghs  will  feparate ; 
the  ulcer  aflume  a clean  and  favourable 
afpc(5t ; and  fometimes  the  fore  will  even 
granulate  and  heal. 

More  commonly  however,  when  all  the 
parts  are  wearing  a promifing  appearance, 
the  ulcer  becomes  painful,  foul,  unequal  on 
its  furface,  fpreads  vifibly  every  day,  and  has 
thick  and  indurated  edges ; and  at  this  period 
the  health  begins  to  decline.  The  concurrence 
of  thefe  circumftanccs  indicate,  that  the  vene- 
real poifon  has  refumed  an  active  ftate ; 
that  nothing  farther  is  to  be  expe<5led  from 
the  Peruvian  bark ; and  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  mercury  ought  not  to  be  delayed  any 
longer. 

Such  fa<5l8  as  I have  now  ftated,  are  by  no 
means  rare  and  extraordinary ; they  muft 
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have  been  noticed  by  every  furgeon  who  ha^ 
had  the  advantage  of  an  extenfive  pra6ticej 
yet  I will  venture  to  alTert,  that  no  fuch  man 
ever  imagines  that  he  is,  in  a proper  fenfe, 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  while  he  i^  ^ 
inerely  protnoting  the  exfoliation  of  parts, 

(he  texture  and  vitality  of  which  have  been 
deftroyed  by  the  fyphilitic  virus. 

But,  although  the  Cinchona  is  a remedy  of 
great  utility,  when  accidents  like  thefe  fuper- 
vene,  yet  if  is  not  a medicine  proper  to  be 
given  mdifcrTminafely,  either  before  or  during 
a mercurial  courfe.  Where  its  tonic  qualities 
are  not  indifpenfably  neceflary,  the  power  it 
has  of  diminifhing  the  feveral  fecretions,  may 
often  occafion  it  to  be  extremely  detrimental 
to  the  perfon  who  takes  if. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Of  OPIUM. 

Th  IS  narcotic  juice  was  firft  introduced 
into  pra(5lice,  as  a fpecific  againft  the  LueS 
Venerea,  at  New  York,  in  America,  about 
the  year  1 779.  It  was  employed  in  feveral 
of  the  military  hofpitals  there,  where  ft 
acquired  the  reputation  of  a moft  effica- 
cious remedy ; and  Dr.  Michaelis,  phyficiari 
of  the  Heflian  forces,  publiflied  an  account  of 
a great  number  of  fuccefbful  experiment^ 
made  with  it,  in  the  firft  volume  of  the 
Medical  Communications,  in  the  year  1 784. 

Opium  was  afterwards  given  as  an  anti- 
venereal  remedy  in  fome  foreign  hoipitals ; 
many  trials  were  alfo  made  of  its  virtues,  irf’ 
feveral  of  the  London  hofpitals,  and  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh.  Very  fa- 
vourable  reports  of  its  efficacy  in  removing 
venereal  complaints,  were  publidied  by  dif- 
ferent praftitioners ; but,  at  the  fame  time,* 

many  deductions  were  to  be  made,  and 

fd 
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fo  many  exceptions  were  to  be  admitted,  that 
it  required  little  fagacity  to  difcover,  that 
moft  of  the  advocates  for  this  medicine, 
repofed  but  a flender  and  fludtuating  confi- 
dence in  its  antivenereal  powers.  I made 
feveral  experiments  on  the  virtues  of  Opium 
in  Lues  Venerea,  at  the  Lock  Hofpital,  in 
the  years  1784  and  1785;  and  publifhed  a 
narrative  of  them  in  the  lecond  volume  of  the 
Medical  Communications. 

The  refult  of  my  experiments  was  very 
unfavourable  to  the  credit  of  this  new  remedy ; 
and  I believe,  that  no  furgeon  in  this  country 
any  longer  relies  on  Qpium  as  a fpecific 
againft  the  venereal  virus.*  I have  been 
long  accuftomed  to  adminifter  Opium  with 
great  freedom,  during  the  mercurial  courfe ; 

* We  have  not  learned  that  Opium  has  been  alone 
a remedy  for  the  venereal  difeafe;  and  any  experiments 
that  we  know  to  have  been  made,  lead  us  to  conclude, 
that  it  is  never  alone  fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  But 
from  almoft  every  experiment  made,  we  are  well  aflured 
of  its  being  of  very  great  ufe  in  almo/i  every  circum- 
Itance  of  the  difeafe.  It  moderates  and  alleviates  every 
fymptom;  and  in  many  of  them  it  will  do  this  without 
the  atfifiance  of  other  remedies. 

Cullen’s  Mat.  Med.  Tom.  II.  P.  254. 
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and  the  experience  of  nearly  twenty  years 
has  taught  me,  that  when  it  is  combined  with 
mercury,  the  proper  efficacy  of  the  latter 
is  not  in  any  mcafure  incrcafed : that  it  would 
hot  be  fafe  to  rely  upon  a fmaller  quantity 
of  the  mineral  fpecific,  nor  to  contrail  the 
mercurial  courfe  within  a ftiorter  limit,  than 
where  ho  Opium  has  been  employed. 

This  reprcfentation  will  not,  I prefume, 
admit  of  controverfy ; yet  we  frequently 
hear  people  expreHing  themfelves  upon  this 
head,  as  if  Opium  manifefted  fome  peculiar 
qualities  in  venereal  complaints,  of  a dillin^l 
nature  from  its  well  known  narcotic  proper- 
ties, and  thus  afforded  an  important  aid  to 
mercury  in  the  removal  of  Lucs  Venerea. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  unufeful  to  difentanglc 
this  fubje<5f,  from  the  perplexity  in  which’ 
fuch  indefinite  language  necelTIirily  involves  it. 

Opium,  w hen  given  in  conjunflion  with  mer- 
cury, by  diminifliing  the  fenfibility  of  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  prevents  many  of  thofe 
rnconveniencies  which  this  mineral  is  apt 
to  excite  in  the  primae  viae ; and  thus  its 
admiffion  into  the  general  fyftem  is  facilitated. 
Mercury  will  likewife  often  produce  a morbid 
hritability,  accompanied  with  reftleflhefs  and 

infomnolefcence ; 
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infomnolefcence ; and  it  fometimes  renders 
venereal  fores  painful,  and  difpofed  to  fpread. 
Thefe  accidental  evils,  not  neceflarily  con- 
nected with  the  venereal  difeafe,  may  be 
commonly  alleviated,  and  often  intirely  re-‘ 
moved  by  a judicious  adminiftration  of  Opium ; 
and  the  patient  will  confequently  be  enabled 
to  perfill  in  ufing  the  mineral  fpecific.  It 
muft  however  be  perfectly  obvious,  that 
Opium,  in  conferring  this  fort  of  relief,  com- 
municates no  additional  virtues  to  mercury  ; 
and  that  in  reality  it  affifts  the  conftitiition  of 
the  patient,  not  the  operation  of  the  medicine 
with  which  it  is  combinedi  The  falutary 
effects  of  mercury,  as  an  antidote,  may  be 
diminifhed,  or  loft,  by  the  fupervention  of 
vomiting,  dyfentery,  &c.  Opium  will  often 
correct  thefe  morbid  appearances ; and  fo  will 
fpices,  wine,  an  appropriate  diet,  &c.  yet  it 
would  be  a ftrange  ufe  of  words,  to  urge, 
wherever  thefe  articles  of  food  were  beneficial 
to  a venereal  patient,  that  they  concurred  in 
augmenting  the  medicinal  virtues  of  mercury. 
It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  majority  of 
medical  men  would  underftand  by  the  terms, 
to  aflift  a medicine  in  curing  a contagious 
“ difeafe;”  that  the  drug  conjoined  with  the 

fpecific. 
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- fpecific,  actually  increafed  its  medicinal  effi. 
; cacy ; whereas,  in  the  inftances  before  us,  it 
is  the  human  body  only  which  has  been 
I aided  to  refifl:  the  operation  of  certain  noxious 
I powers,  which  would  render  a perfeverance 
! in  the  antidote  prejudicial  or  impoflible. 

The  foothing  qualities  of  this  admirable  me- 
dicine,  can  fcarcely  be  eftimated  too  highly ; 
yet  we  muft  beware  of  afcribing  effects  to 
them  which  have  no  exiftence  ; fince  a con- 
fidence in  the  antivenereal  virtues  of  Opium, 
w ould  be  a fourcc  of  greater  mifchief,  than  its 
mod  valuable  properties  would  be  able  to 
compenfatc. 
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Of  the  CICUTA.  | 

HEN  Dr.  Storck  publirtied  an  account  I 
of  the  virtues  of  Hemlock,  he  did  not  confine  | 
his  encomiums  on  the  medicinal  efficacy  of 
that  plant,  to  its  power  of  curing  cancers; 
but  he  often  exprefled  himfelf  like  a man  who 
had  found  a fpecific  remedy  againft  every 
kind  of  difeafe.  He  has  accordingly  related 
fome  cafes  of  Lues  Venerea,  which  were 
cured  by  the  Cicuta,  after  every  other  kind 
of  antivenereal  remedy  had  been  tried  in 
vain.  * Dr.  Collin,  who  fucceeded  him, 
offers  likewife  a ftrong  teftimony  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Cicuta,  in  Lues  Venerea.— 

” Ubi  antivenereorum  princeps  Mercurius  ; 

fublimatus  corrofivus,  in  fpiritu  frumenti  > 
**  folutus,  ob  nimium  jam  a Lue  Venerea  | 


* Ant.  Storck.  Lib.  II.  de  Cicuta. 

Van  Swieten.  Comment,  in  Aph.  Boerh.  Tom.  V. 

P. 573- 

Murray,  Apparat.  Med.  Tom.  I. 
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labcfadhita  vifcera  cxhiberi  nequit,  vel 
quando  aegri  ilium  non  ferunt,  Cicuta 
efficax  pracbet  medicamentiim,  dolore^ 
•*  leniens,  fopienfque,  & ulcera  fanans,  & 
corpus  teterrimo  malo  telidter  liberans. 
De  Cicuta  efbcacia.  Cor.  IV.  P.  153. 

The  expciience  of  forty  years  has,  how- 
ever, taught  us,  that  the  Cicuta  is  a medicine 
»Ahich  cannot  be  abfolutcly  confided  in,  upon 
sany  occafion.  I do  not  intend  to  affirm,  that 
tt  is  deftitute  of  every  ufeful  medicinal 
quality;  for  I have  often  found  it  a very 
Terviceable  article  of  the  materia  medica; 
and  have  given  it  in  feveral  difcafes  uitlr 
remarkable  advantage ; yet  it  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  extremely  uncertain  in  its  operation, 
that  no  man  ought  to  rely  upon  it  for  the 
cure  of  a dangerous  difeafe,  when  he  is  pof- 
lefled  of  any  other  appropriate  remedy. 

The  extrad,  and  the  powder  of  Hemlock, 
may  be  fometimes  given  with  evidently  good 
cftefls,  in  fpreading  irritable  fores ; whether 
they  are  conneded  w ith  the  a6live  ftate  of  the 
venereal  virus;  or  when  they  remain  after 
the  completion  of  the  mercurial  courfe.  And 
it  would  feem,  that  the  benefit  conferred  by 
tiiis  drug,  ought  not  to  be  aferibed  folely  to 

its 
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Us  anodyne  qualities ; fince  the  fame  advan, 
tages  cannot  always  be  obtained  by  the  liberal 
exhibition  of  Opium,  even  where  it  does  npt 
difagree  with  the  ftomach. 

The  following  inftances  will  both  illuftratc 
and  confirm  what  I have  now  afferted. 

About  fourteep  years  ago,  two  young 
women  were  admitted  into  the  Lock  Hofpital 
on  the  fame  day,  both  of  them  fuffering  from 
the  fecondary  fymptoms  pf  the  Lues  Venerea;  f 
fhe  moft  troublefome  pf  which  were,  large, 
painful,  fpreading  ulcerations,  between,  and 
under,  the  toes  of  each  foot.  They  immedi-  ' 
ately  began  the  ufual  courfe  of  mercurial 
inunction;  and  the  common  dreffings  were  J 
applied  to  their  feet.  I 

\yhen  their,  conftitutions  w'ere  under  the  | 
full  influence  of  mercury,  the  other  fymptoms  f 
of  Lues  difappeared ; but  thefe  fores  remained 
as  large,  foul,  and  painful,  as  ever.  I di- 
rc6ted  Opium  to  be  given  every  three  or 
four  hours ; but  no  abatement  of  pain,  nor  fign 
of  amendment  enfued,  although  fix  grains  pf 
Opium  were  given  in  the  day.  I then  ordered, 
that  one  of  the  young  women  fliould  difeon- 
tinue  the  Opium,  and  take  five  grains  pf 
the  Extraflura  Cicutae  three  times  a day, 

increafing 


or  THE  C1CUTA.* 


^5 


increaling  the  dofc  five  grains  er-  h day,  till 
the  Hemlock  produced  tome  giddineCs.  When 
the  arrived  at  fifteen  grains  of  the  extract 
for  each  dofc,  her  pains  abated,  and  the  fores 
began  to  look  better:  fiie  perfifted  in  taking 
about  one  dram  every  day,  and  in  a fortnight 
the  fores  were  perfectly  healed.  The  other 
young  woman  continued  taking  Opium  during 
a week  after  the  firft  had  begun  with  the 
Cicuta ; but,  when  1 obferved  the  remark- 
able advantages  which  had  been  gained  by 
giving  this  lail  medicine,  I ordered  thL  patient 
to  take  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  former; 
and  the  beneficial  elfcdds  refulting  from  the 
change,  were  equally  firiking  and  i'atisfadlory. 

I do  not  infer,  from  I'uch  examples  as  thefe, 
that  Cicuta  has  tlie  pow  er  of  removing  vene- 
real  fymptoms,  when  mercury  has  failed; 
beeaufe,  1 conceive  that  thefe  fores  had  loti 
the  typhililic  character,  and  owed  their  dura- 
tion  to  a caufe  unconnected  with  the  adtion 
of  that  animal  morbiferous  poifon. 

The  venereal  ulcer  which  attacks  the  tees 
at  their  line  of  junction  with  tlie  foot,  is  always 
an  ill-conditioned  foie,  and  often  becomes 
gangrenous.  As  the  Cicuta  has  fuccccdcd 
\ciy  well  in  fcveral  cafes  ot  that  kind,  I 

p have 
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have  been  induced  to  adminifter  it  in  morti- 
fications produced  by  other  caufcs  ; and  I 
have  obferved,  that  where  a gangrenous 
ulcer  fpreads  with  much  pain,  where  the 
pulfe  is  hard  and  frequent,  and  where  there 
are  no  appearances  of  any  remarkable  debi- 
lity, the  Cicuta  will  frequently  check  the 
progrels  of  the  difeafe;  and  will  bring  the 
ulcer  into  a clean  granulating  ftate,  when  no 
good  eftl’dts  had  been  obtained  from  bark, 
vitriol,  cordials,  &c.  and  when  even  Opium, 
liberally  exhibited,  had  failed  of  allaying  the 
pain,  and  was  of  no  avail  in  reftraining  the 
dellru^tive  progrefs  of  Iphacelation. 


Several  other  vegetables  have  been  em- 
ployed at  different  periods,  againft  the  Lucs 
Venerea ; and  each  has  acquired  more  or 
lefs  credit  as  a valuable  remedy  in  different 
fiages  of  the  difeafe.  I fliall  only  mention  a 
few  of  them. 

Safiafras. 

Juniperus. 

Bardana. 


Saponaria. 
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Saponaria. 

Dulcamara. 

Juglans. 

Lobelia  fyphilitica. 

Aftragalus  exfcapus. 

The  five  firft  articles,  have  no  good  claim 
to  the  title  of  antivenereal  remedies:  fome 
of  them  may  be  occafionally  directed  in  com- 
pound deco<5fions  of  the  woods ; but,  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  fubordinate  utility  of 
each  of  them,  1 prefume  no  perfon  will  adert, 
from  his  own  experience,  that  any  one  of 
them  can  be  fairly  ranked  as  an  antidote 
againft  Syphilis. 

The  putamen  or  green  rind  of  the  Walnut, 
has  been  celebrated  as  a powerful  antivenereal 
remedy,  for  more  than  a century  and  a half ; 
and  Petrus  Borellus  has  given  directions  for 
a decoClion  not  unlike  that  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  Lifbon  diet  drink,  in  which 
the  Walnut,  with  its  green  bark,  forms  a 
principal  ingredient. 

Lue  Venerea  atfeCti,  tantis  cruciatibus  olim 
vexabantur,  ut  morbus  vere  remedio  praei- 
taret,  nunc  vero  facile  lequenti  remedio 
curari  poITunt,  abfque  fudoribus,  abfque 
ptyalifmo,  abfque  inun&wnibus,  licetquc  ncc 
jr  2 cubili. 
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cubili,  nec  cubiculo  immorentur.  Modus 
autem  ejufmodi  eft.  Acc.  Antimonii  & Zar- 
zaparillae  a ^vi.  Antimonium  nodulo  inclu* 
fum,  in  fex  aquee  amphoris,  in  quibus  fit 
Zarzaparilla  cum  40  nucum  putaminibus 
& hylis  fiifpenfum,  coq.  ad  tertias,  ejufque 
decofto  utatur  a?ger,  capiendo  ter  in  die, 
nempe,  mane,  meridie,  & vefpcri,  hauftum 
cjus,  fumendo,  longe  a cibis.* 

Ramaz  zini,  whofe  works  were  publiihed 
early  in  the  prefent  century,  has  likcwife 
informed  us,  that  in  his  time,  the  green  rind 
of  the  Walnut  was  efteemed  a good  anti- 
venereal  renKdy  in  England.  Ex  nucum 
viridi  cortice  parari  deco6tum,  in  Anglia 
expertae  virtiitis  ad  Luem  Gallicarn  perdo- 
mandam,  quam  Receniiores  onmes  in  acidi 
praedominio  ftatuunt,  nuper  accepi  a Cl. 
D.  Nathan  Lacy,  Medico  Anglo  & infigni 
Anatoniico.f 

This  part  of  the  Walnut  has  been  much 
iifed  in  decoctions,  during  the  laft  fifty  years, 
both  in  the  green  and  dry  ftate;  it  has  been 

* Hillor.  & Obferv.  rarior  Medicopliys.  Cent.  II. 
Qbf.  96. 

^ 4 Ramazzini  Op,  Tom.  I.  P.  126, 
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greatly  commended  by  writers  on  the  con- 
tinent, as  well  as  by  thofe  of  our  own 
country;  and  is,  without  doubt,  a very  ufeful 
addition  to  the  decoction  of  the  woods.  1 
have  employed  it  during  many  years,  in 
thofe  cafes  where  pains  in  the  limbs  and 
indurations  of  the  membranes  have  remained, 
after  the  venereal  difeal'e  has  been  cured  by 
mercury ; and  I have  fcldom  directed  it 
without  manifeft  advantage. 

The  deco61um  Lufitanicum,  caufes  a deter- 
mination to  the  fkin,  more  certainly  than  any 
of  the  other  decoctions  commonly  employed ; 
but,  what  fharc  the  antimony  may  have  in 
exciting  this  perfpiration,  1 leave  to  the 
chymifts  to  determine. 

Brambilla  and  Girtanner  alfo  contend  for 
the  antivenereal  virtues  of  the  green  bark 
of  the  Walnut:  but  the  rcfult  of  my  own 
experience  will  not  permit  me  to  add  my 
teftimony  to  theirs.  I have  given  it  in  as 
large  dofes  as  the  ftoinach  could  retain,  and 
for  as  long  a time  as  the  ftrength  of  the 
patients  and  the  nature  of  their  complaints 
would  permit : but  1 have  uniformly  obferved, 
that  if  they  who  take  it  be  not  previoufly 
cured  of  Lucs  Venerea,  the  peculiar  fymp- 

ir  j toms 
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toms  will  appear,  and  proceed  in  their  ufual 
courfe  in  defiance  of  the  powers  of  this  medi- 
cine. 

The  deco<5liim  Lufitanicum  may  be  given 
with  great  advantage,  in  many  of  thofe 
cutaneous  difeafes  which  are  attended  with 
aridity  of  the  fldn ; * and  I have  had  fome 
opportunities  of  obferving,  that  when  the 
putamen  of  the  Walnut  has  been  omitted, 
either  intentionally,  or  by  accident,  the  fame 
good  etfefts  have  not  followed  the  taking 
of  the  decoaion,  as  when  it  contained  this 
ingredient. 

Many  years  ago,  I made  fome  trials  of*  a 
decoaion  of  the  Lobelia  fyphilitica:  but  it 
generally  difagreed  with  the  ftomach,  and 
feldom  failed  of  affeaing  the  bowels,  as  a 
ftrong  cathartic.  Thefe  effeas  were  inconve- 
nient and  prejudicial;  and,  as  I could  not 
obferve  that  the  perfons  who  took  it  derived 
any  evident  benefit  from  it,  as  an  antidote,  I 
foon  defined  from  employing  it. 


* Hunczoulky,  has  recommended  a decoflion  of  the 
green  bark  of  the  Walnut,  as  a good  application  to 
ulcefs.  A£l*  Acad.  Vind.  Pi  3og. 

Van 
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Van  Swicten,  ♦ who  has  mentioned  the 
aritivenereal  qualities  of  this  root,  upon  the 
authority  of  one  of  his  refpeftable  correfpond- 
enls,  obferves,  in  concluding  his  account  of 
it, — fed  & illud  remedium  evacuando  curat. 
This  great  man  had  adopted  a theory,  which 
required,  as  a fine  qua  non,  that  antivencreal 
remedies  fliould  be  evacuants  of  fome  kind ; 
and,  having  learnt  from  his  friend,  that  the 
Lobelia  fyphilitica  could  a<5l  as  an  emetic,  a 
purgative,  and  a diaphoretic,  he  admitted  it  as 
an  antidote,  without  making  one  experiment 
himfelf.  A confiderable  quantity  of  this  root 
was  brought  into  England,  at  the  time  when 
I employed  it  in  the  Lock  Hofpital ; but,  as 
no  accounts  have  been  publifhed  of  its 
efficacy,  I may  prefume,  that  the  tiials  of 
other  practitioners  were  attended  with  no 
more  fuccefs  than  my  own.-f- 

* Comment.  Tom.  V.  P.  576. 

t The  Lobelia  Syplillitca  has  never  acquired  the 
confidence  of  medical  pra6iitioners  in  Europe;  for 
Murray  obfcr\'es, — “ Pauciliima  experimenta  in  Europa 
cum  eadem  capta.  Quod  rairum;  quum  neque 
cultura  fiirpis  diificilis  fit,  neque  radicum  Ulaefarum 
tranClatio. 

App.  Med.  Tom.  I.  P.  776. 

F 4 The 
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The  Aftragalus  exfcapus  has  been  ftrongly 
reconmiended,  as  an  antivcnereal,  by  Profellbr 
Winterl  of'Buda,  by  Dr.  Storck,  Ur.  Quarin, 
Dr.  Crichton,  and  Dr.  Girtanner.*  A decoc- 
tion of  this  root  is  laid  to  a6l  as  a purgative 
and  diaphoretic ; and  to  cure  the  fecondary 
lymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  in  cafes  where 
no  mercury  has  been  previoully  employed.  I 
mull:  acknowledge,  that  the  accounts  which 
I have  read  of  its  antivenercal  powers,  have 
by  no  means  produced  a conviction  in  my 
mind,  of  its  meriting  the  character  it  has 
obtained.  I never  employed  it ; and,  until 
fome  more  decifive  evidence  of  its  fafety  and 
efficacy  be  made  public,  I lhall  not  fubjeCt 
my  patients  to  the  hazard  of  experiments, 
which,  if  not  attended  w ith  real  and  permanent 
advantage,  may  infliCt:  irremediable  mifchief. 

I would  by  no  means  however  offer  any 
fuggeftions  with  a view  of  difcrediting  the 
accounts  that  have  been  publrlhed  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Altragalus  exfcapus,  fince  I 
cannot  produce  any  evidence  collected  froni 
my  ow'n  obfervations : but  fome  portion  of 

* Quarln.  Animad.  Praet.  Cap.  XVI.  Med.  Journal. 
Vol.  IX. 
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ffcepticifm  may  perhaps  be  tolerated  in  a 
iperfon,  whole  experiments  made  with  a variety 
x>t'  vegetable  remedies  in  Lues  Venerea,  and 
:fuch  as  have  been  recommended  by  the  moft 
irel’pedtable  authorities,  have  proved  uniformly 
lunfuccefsful.*^ 


• AFurray  informs  his  readers,  that  the  AHragalui 
«€xfcapus  has  not  maintained  its  reputation  with  all  thofe 
iphyficians  who  at  firft  gave  a favourable  report  of 
( its  efficacy. 

Appar.  Med.  Tom.  II.  P.  47a. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Oftbe  AMMONIA  FRALPARATA. 

Th  E Volatile  Alkali  was  recommended 
as  a potent  and  certain  remedy  againft  Lues 
Venerea,  by  Monficur  Peyrilhe,  more  than 
twenty  years  ago:  and  this  phyfician  extolled 
it  as  a medicine  of  greater  efficacy  than 
mercury ; always  curing  the  difeafe,  without 
injuring  the  health  of  thofe  who  took  it.  An 
interval  of  ten  years  intervened  between  the 
publication  of  the  firll  and  fecond  edition  of 
his  work  upon  this  fubje6l ; during  this  large 
portion  of  time,  he  and  his  medical  friends 
were  making  frequent  trials  of  the  virtues  of 
the  new  remedy  he  had  introduced ; he  found 
his  firft  reports  confirmed  ’ by  an  ample 
number  of  fubfequent  experiments,  and  thus 
gq,ined  additional  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of 
this  preparation.  Such  are  the  authorities 
upon  which  the  Volatile  Alkali  was  confidently 

propofed 
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propofed  to  the  world,  as  a new  and  certain 
fpecific  againft  Syphilis.’*' 

The  work  which  details  an  account  of  this 
hitherto  unknown  quality  of  the  Ammonia 
prjeparata,  difclofes  likewife  fome  curious  and 
uncommon  opinions ; but  the  author  has  fo 
mingled  the  various  parts  of  his  hypothefis, 
with  the  defeription  of  the  difeafe  and  its 
fymptoms,  that  it  is  not  always  cafy  to 
difeover,  when  M.  Peyrilhe  is  indulging  the 
failles  of  a brilliant  imagination,  and  when  he 
is  deferibing  the  order,  progrefs,  and  con- 
nexion of  real  phenomena. 

The  following  account  of  the  efficacy  of 
this  new  remedy,  I give  in  the  words  of  the 
author:  — Nous  avons  vu  ceder  aflez  con- 
ftamment  a Tadtion  de  TAlkali  volatil,  plus 
ou  moins  foutenue,  les  gonorrhecs  virulcntes 
flmples  des  deux  Icxes,  les  chancres,  les 
bubons,  les  exoftofes  fauITes,  dont  le  tiflii 
cellulaire  n’a  pas  enticrement  perdu  fon  or- 
ganifation,  les  duretes  lymphatiques  des  corps 
caverneux,  certains  efpeccs  de  retention 
d urine,  tous  les  fymptomes  dependans  de  la 
cachexie  venerienne,  maux  de  tete  gravatifs, 

* Rcoiedc  nouveau  contre  les  Maladies  Vencriennes, 

Ibiblefle 
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fuiblefle  d’eftomac,  fleurs  blanches  rufpe<51cs, 
puftulcs,  dartres,  douleurs  vagues  des  meinbres, 
douleurs  nocturnes,  & ineine,  a notre  grand 
•etonnement,  des  engorgemcns  de  iu  niatrice 
durs,  douloureux,  fuppures,  & quelques-uns 
reputes  fquirrheux.  P.  27,  28. 

The  author  informs  his  readers,  in  olhtr 
parts  of  his  work,  that  the  prefence  of 
Scrofula,  or  Scurvy,  in  an  infected  perfon, 
conftitutes  no  obftacle  to  the  cure  of  the  Lues 
Venerea,  when  the  new  remedy  is  employed  ; 
and,  what  may  feem  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
that  the  Volatile  Alkali  is  better  adapted  to 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe  in  its  more  advanced 
ftages,  than  when  the  infedlion  is  recent. 

This  learned  writer  farther  maintains,  that 
the  Lues  Venerea  muft  be  cured  by  exciting 
a fever;  that  mercury,  by  its  peculiar  ftimulus, 
can  produce  the  proper  febrile  ftate  of  the 
fyftem,  but  that  the  Volatile  Alkali  is  pae- 
ferable  to  it:  and  he  confidently  affirms,  that 
an  inflammatory  fever,  has  many  times 
radically  cured  the  moft  ferious  and  inveterate 
venereal  complaints.*  P.  75. 

I have 

* This  opinion  did  not  originate  with  M.  Peyrilbe; 
it  occurs  in  a work  publiflied  by  Jacobus  Vercellonus, 

in 
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1 have  no  intention  of  entering  largely  into 
a difeuflion  of  the  merits  of  this  theory  ; my 
firft  obje<5t  is,  to  ftate  the  refult  of  my  own 
experience  of  the  virtues  of  Volatile  Alkali, 
as  an  antivenereal  remedy. 

Many  years  before  I read  Peyrilhe’s 
work,  I hud  been  accuftomed  to  give  \'olatilc 
Alkali,  in  Lirge  dofes,to  fuch  venereal  patients, 
as  futfered  fevercly  from  the  dolorcs  oftocopi ; 
and  tlie  medicine  was  very  often  ufeful  to 
tliem ; but  I never  fufpeiSted  it  of  poflelling 
the  important  quality  of  an  antidote  to  the 
virus.  Alter  I became  acquainted  with  the 
opinions  maintained  in  that  work,  I paid  more 
attention  to  the  etiefts  of  the  Ammonia  ; and 
no  long  fpace  of  time  elapfed,  before  I ob- 
ferved,  that  like  other  diaphoretic  medicines, 

in  1722,  intllled  De  Pudendorum  morbis  et  Luc 
Venerea. 

Febris  Lui  Vencreac  fuper\’cniens  morbum  frdvit. 
“ Teftatur  hoc  continua  experientia.”  — After  giving 
fomc  inftances  in  confirmation  of  this  doctrine,  he  adds, 
“ El  ego  equidem  fanata;  Luis  nullum  ceitius  habeo 
“ indicium  ipfa  fidsre,  quae  ufum  pharmacorum  exce- 
“ perit,  ita  nimirum,  ut  quutn  aegrum  Ephemerjl  aliqui 
“ laborantem  invenio,  ftatim  denunciem  ipfum  k Lue 
“ iiitegre  convaluilfc.  P.224 — S* 


fuch 
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fuch  as  Antimony,  Pulvis  Ipecacuanhae  com- 
.pofitus.  Antimony  combined  with  Opium, 
Warm-bathing,  &c.  it  fufpended  the  progrefs 
of  fome  venereal  lymptoms,  and  removed 
others ; but  that  no  permanent  benefit  was  ' 
obtained  by  ufing  it. 

The  Volatile  Alkali  will  often  relieve  pains 
of  the  limbs ; it  will  fometimes  remove  a 
venereal  eruption;  and  even  reftrain  for  a 
time  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe : but,  at  other 
times,  the  virus  will  continue  its  deftru6live 
courfe,  during  the  adminiftration  of  this 
medicine ; and  the  (ymptoms  which  were 
apparently  cured,  never  fail  of  returning 
again,  while  the  patient  is  actually  perfifting 
in  taking  full  dofes  of  this  pretended  fpecific. 


CASE  THE  EIGHTH. 

A young  gentleman  had  a large  chancre 
on  the  preputium,  for  which  he  employed 
mercury  during  eighteen  days.  As  the  fore 
was  then  completely  healed,  he  abfolutely 
refufed  to  perfifl;  any  longer  in  ufing  his 
medicines,  and  went  into  the  country.  At 
the  expiration  of  about  three  months,  he 

informed 
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informed  me  by  a letter,  tliat  he  was  become 
very  lame;  that  his  ankles  Ivvelled  much 
every  night ; and  that  he  had  nearly  loft  the 
ufe  of  one  arm.  1 cxprelfed  my  llifpicione  to 
him,  that  thofe  compbints  were  venereal; 
but,  as  he  would  not  come  to  London  at  that 
time,  I advifed  him  to  go  into  a hot  bath. 
He  bathed  only  twice,  and  was  fo  intirely 
relieved,  that  he  concluded  hiinfelf  to  be  quite 
well.  In  about  a month  after  this  apparent 
recovery,  he  came  to  town,  and  complained 
of  pains,  refembling  the  rheumatifm,  in  every 
limb ; the  tumefaction  of  the  ankles  had  ap- 
peared again ; but  he  was  very  unwilling  to 
believe  that  his  cafe  was  venereal.  I ordered 
him  to  take  two  drams  of  the  Spiritus  Salis 
Ammoniaci,  properly  diluted,  every  day  ; and 
in  about  ten  days  his  fymptoms  were  removed. 
In  a fortnight,  the  oedema  returned ; he  be- 
came very  lame,  and  venereal  eruptions 
appeared  on  the  Ikin.  1 then  infifted  upon  his 
having  rccourfe  to  mercury  immediately ; 
by  which  he  was  cured  in  tlic  ufual  Ipace  of 
time. 


CASE 
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CASE  THE  NINTH. 

A gentleman  fliewed  me  a fwclling  of  the 
periofteum,  at  the  upper  part  df  the  tibia, 
which  I told  him  was  a venereal  node.  The 
hiftory  he  gave  of  himfelf  was  fuch  as  to 
render  the  corredtnefs  of  my  opinion  fome- 
what  doubtful ; and,  as  he  was  very  confident 
that  his  cafe  was  not  a venereal  one,  I con- 
fented  to  treat  it  as  a tumour  derived  from 
ibme  other  fource.  I gave  him  the  Volatile 
Alkali  in  large  dofes,  during  a fortniglit;  and 
applied  a bliftering  plafter  to  the  part  affebted; 
but  no  advantage  was  gained.  I then  directed 
him  to  take  Opium  and  Antimony.  He  found 
fome  relief  from  thefe  medicines  ; and  his 
pain  was  greatly  mitigated ; but  he  was  never 
quite  eafy,  except  while  under  the  influence 
of  Opium.  After  perfifting  in  experiments 
of  this  kind  during  four  or  five  weeks,  1 at 
length  prevailed  on  liim  to  make  trial  of 
mercury.  He  foon  obtained  permanent  bene- 
fit from  the  adminiftration  of  this  remedy  ; 
and,  after  paffing  through  a regular  courfe  of 
it,  he  w'as  perfectly  cured. 


I have 
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I have  likewife  given  the  Ammonia'prajpa- 
rata,  in  the  quantity  of  from  two  drams  to 
half  an  ounce  every  day,  to  patients  afflidted 
with  venereal  pains  and  nodes,  (which  are  the 
very  cafes  in  which  M.  Pcyrilhe  maintains 
that  it  is  the  moft  efficacious,)  but  the  advan- 
tages have  been  merely  temporary.  I have 
ordered  the  dileafcd  perfon  to  lie  conftantly  in 
bed,  and  to  drink  plentifully  of  a decodtion  of 
Guaiacum,  at  the  fame  time ; yet,  under 
thefe  favourable  circumftances,  although  fome 
relief  was  obtained  for  the  fpacc  of  ten  days 
or  a fortnight,  new  fymptoms  always  made 
their  appearance,  and  thofe  for  which  the 
medicine  were  given,  never  failed  to  increafe, 
during  the  time  of  employing  it. 

I meet  with  fome  inftances  every  year,  of 
nodes  of  the  periofteum,  fituated  on  the  tibia, 
and  fometimes  on  the  bones  of  the  upp>er 
extremities,  accompanied  with  much  pain, 
difturbing  the  deep,  and  impeding  the  motioij 
of  the  limb;  but  w hich  are  neverlhelefs  quite 
unconnected  with  Syphilis.  Thefe  tumours 
generally  yield  to  the  application  of  bliftering 
plafters,  conjoined  with  the  ufc  of  fudorific 
medicines.  I have  often  given  the  V’olatilc 
Alkali  to  fuch  patients,  with  evident  advan- 
G i 
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tage  ; and  I have  feen  effc6ts  equally  bene- 
ficial produced  by  Guaiacum,  and  by  tl;c 
Deco6tum  Lignorum.  Nor  is  it  at  all 
extraordinary,  that  ftinuilating  medicines, 
and  inilaling  applications,  Ihould  prove 
fcrviccable  in  reducing  the  tumdadtions  I 
have  ddcribed,  fince  they  commonly  occur 
in  patients  of  a fcrofulous  habit  of  body. 

That  a fever  excited  by  nature,  or  by  art, 
will  radically  cure  the  venereal  difeafe,  is  a 
propofition  of  too  much  confequcnce  to  be 
difmified,  without  olfering  Ibme  obfervations 
upon  it. 

1.  A Gonorrhoea  is  fometimes  accompanied 
with  febrile  fymptoms,  at  its  firft  appearance; 
but  this  ftate  of  the  body  is  lb  far  from  con- 
tributing  to  the  removal  of  the  malady, 
that  it  generally  forms  a material  obftacle  to 
our  adopting  the  bcfl;  mode  of  treating  it; 
confequently,  it  is  not  every  kind  of  fever 
which  has  the  power  even  of  fufpending 
venereal  complaints. 

2.  I know  that  a fever  will  fometimes 
fufpend  the  progrefs  of  a Gonorrhoea ; but  I 
never  faw  an  inftance  in  which  it  completely 
removed  it.  Mr,  Hunter  relates,  that  he 
has  fecn  all  the  fymptoms  of  a Gonorrhoea 

ceafe 
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ceafe  on  the  acceffion  of  a fever,  and  return 
when  the  fever  has  been  fubdued. 

**  So  capricious  fometimes,  (fays  this  ufeful 
**  writer,)  is  this  form  of  the  difeafe,  in  its 
cure,  that  the  acceflion  of  an  accidental 
*(  fever  has  ftopped  the  difcharge,  the  pain  in 
**  making  water  has  ceafed,  and  the  Gonorrhoea 
has  finally  terminated  with  the  fever.  In 
**  fome  1 have  feen  a Gonorrho?a  begin  mildly, 
**  but  a fevere  fever  coming  on,  and  con- 
tinning  for  feveral  days,  has  greatly  in- 
**  creafed  the  fymptoms,  and  on  the  fever 
**  going  off,  the  Gonorrhoea  has  alfo  gone 
off.”* 

To  know  the  proportion  which  the  different 
cafes  would  bear  to  each  other,  in  which  the 
Gonorrhoea  has  been  only  fufpended  by  a 
fever;  or  in  which  it  has  been  cured  by  a 
fever ; or  where  no  particular  interruption  to 
its  ufual  progrefs  has  occurred,  from  the 
fupervention  of  a febrile  complaint,  would  be 
a curious,  and  perhaps,  an  ufeful  acquifition. 
It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  we  can  gain 
this  knowledge  in  a fhort  period  of  time, 
fince  the  number  of  perfbns  in  whom  thefe 

* Hunter  on  the  V'^enereal  Difeafe.  P.  85. 
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two  diforders  happen  to  be  blended,  is  com- 
paratively frnall. 

My  own  experience  has  however  been 
fufficientto  inftru<5t  me,  that  a Gonorrhoea  may 
proceed,  where  there  is  general  inflammation ; 
where  there  is  an  Ague;  and  during  the  long 
progrefs  of  a Typhus ; without  gaining  any 
amelioration  of  its  fymptoms.  On  the  con. 
trary,  in  thofe  feveral  inftances,  the  difeafe 
was  rendered  more  untradtable,  and  refilled 
the  efforts  of  the  common  remedies  with 
peculiar  obllinacy, 

3.  I have  feen  a great  number  of  perfons 
who  were  affli(5lcd  with  the  Lues  Venerea, 
pafs  through  violent  fevers ; inflammatory 
complaints ; the  difeafes  fometimes  confequent 
to  parturition ; the  frnall  pox,  &c.  yet  not  a 
Angle  inllance  has  ever  occurred  to  me,  in 
which  the  patient  derived  any  real  and 
permanent  benefit  from  the  acceflion  of  thefe 
feveral  morbid  afle(5lions.  I do  not  deny, 

* That  change  in  the  female  conftitution  which  is 
connected  with  pregnancy,  has  often  a wonderful  power 
of  fufpending  the  progrefs,  and  of  modifying  the  form 
of  the  difeafe.  An  account  of  thefe,  and  of  fome  other 
curious  'phenomena,  will  appear  in  my  Treatife  on  the 
Lues  Venerea  ( 
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that  a temporary  furpenfion  of  the  progrefs 
of  fome  particular  fymptom  may  have  been 
obfervable;  but  I allert  that  no  true  and 
ellential  alteration  in  the  a<5tive  powers  of  the 
virus,  was  ever  ette<5tcd  by  the  fupervention 
of  fuch  acute  difeafes  as  I have  mentioned. 


CASE  THE  TENTH. 

The  following  cafe  offers  a curious  example 
of  the  irregularity  with  which  the  Lues 
Venerea  fometimes  proceeds. 

A married  woman  applied  to  me  at  the 
Difpenfary  in  Carey  Street,  with  a large  and 
painful  node,  which  was  fituated  about  the 
middle  of  the  tibia.  The  account  Ihe  gave 
me  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  her  complaint 
was  fo  imperfe6l  and  obfeure,  that  I could 
not  immediately  decide  upon  the  true  nature 
of  it.  As  her  fleep  was  greatly  interrupted, 
and  (he  fuffered  conftantly  from  pain  in  her 
leg,  1 ordered  her  to  take  Antimony  and 
Opium ; and  directed  a bliftering  plafter  to  be 
applied  on  the  tumour.  The  part  was  bliftered 
repeatedly  ; fhe  took  Volatile  Alkali,  Decoc- 
tion  of  Guaiacum,  Deccx^fion  of  Mezereum, 
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and  opiates,  in  fuch  doles  as  to  mitigate  the 
pain ; but  Ihe  obtained  no  permanent  benelit 
from  this  courfe  of  treatment.  I then  ordered 
her  to  rub  in  a dram  of  the  ftrong  mercurial 
ointment  every  night.  When  Ihe  had  ufed  but 
four  drams,  and  before  her  mouth  was  fenfibly 
affedled,  Ihe  became  ill,  with  the  fymptoms 
of  a common  fever ; which  rendered  it  proper 
for  her  to  difeontinue  the  fridtions.  7'he 
febrile  complaint  was  nearly  gone  at  the  end 
of  a w'eek ; and  at  that  period  a great  number 
of  fmall  boils  appeared  upon  different  parts  of 
her  body.  She  now  became  quite  free  from  the 
pain  of  the  node ; the  tumefadlion  fubfided 
gradually ; and,  by  taking  Peruvian  bark  and 
Cafcarilla  during  a lliort  time,  Ihe  regained 
her  health,  and  feemed  perfe6tly  freed  from 
her  former  complaint. 

This  woman  remained  well  during  fix 
months  ; but,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  node 
appeared  again,  attended  with  pain  as  before. 
She  was  relieved  by  taking  theCorrolive  Sub- 
limate ; but  her  fituat'  >n  in  life  obliging  her 
to  go  into  an  hofpital,  I faw  her  no  more. 

I feci  myfelf  very  little  interefted  in  the 
theories  which  may  be  propofed,  of  the  modus 
agendi  of  Volatile  Alkali,  or  of  any  other 

medicine ; 
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medicine;  provided  fuch  fpeculations  do  not 
corrupt  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafc,  nor  fan6tion 
an  inadequate,  or  pernicious  mode  of  treating 
it. 

But,  if  it  were  to  become  a prevailing  opi- 
nion, that  a fever  being  the  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea,  whatever  medicine  could  excite  and 
fupport  a febrile  commotion  in  the  human 
frame,  would  operate  as  a fpecific  remedy 
in  the  cure  of  that  difeafe  ; fuch  a propofitbn, 
reduced  mto  practice,  would  be  attended  with 
the  moft  mifehievous  confequences. 

The  preceding  pages  contain  ample  proofs, 
that  certain  medicines  have  a power  of  inter- 
rupting the  progrefs,  and  of  altering  the 
appearances  of  venereal  fymptoms,  without 
actually  curing  the  difeafe;  hence  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  mutations  in  the  (late  of  the 
fyftem,  of  different  kinds,  whether  occalioned 
by  the  efforts  of  nature,  or  produced  by 
general  difeafes,  may  modify  the  action  of 
the  venereal  virus,  fometimes  to  the  advan- 
tage, and  at  other  times  to  the  difadvantage 
of  the  patient. 

To  be  acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances, 
as  matters  of  fadl,  will  be  highly  ufeful  to  every 
pra6tical  furgeon ; yet,  if  any  one  fliould 
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undertake  to  model  a fyftem  upon  fuch  ano- 
malies and  unufual  occurrences ; or  Ihould 
flight  or  difparage  a well  known  and  effica- 
cious method  of  treating  the  difeafe,  becaufe  it 
may  lie  within  the  fphere  of  pollibilities,  that 
a commotion  (not  to  be  defined)  excited  in 
the  animal  body,  can  remove  certain  appear- 
ances feemingly  connefted  with  the  intedion  ; 
it  may  be  fairly  queftioned,  whether  the  under- 
Itanding,  or  the  probity  of  fuch  a perfon  be 
moft  worthy  of  animadverfion. 
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TERRA  PONDEROSA  SALITA, 

OR 

barytes  MUR  I at  a. 

This  faline  compound  was  firft  prepared 
and  recommended  as  an  ufeful  medicine,  by 
the  late  Dr.  Crawford  : and  an  account  of  its 
virtues  in  cancerous  and  fcrofulous  affeftions 
was  publifhed  by  him,  in  the  fetond  volume 
of  the  London  Medical  Communications. 

It  would  be  inconliftent  with  the  defign  of 
this  work,  to  recite  the  oblcrvations  I have 
made  on  the  properties  and  effects  of  this 
preparation,  in  the  great  variety  of  cafes  in 
whivh  I have  employed  it,  fince  it  was  firft 
introduced  into  public  notice.  My  prefent 
plan  reftri<5ts  my  account  of  it,  to  its  efficacy 
in  Syphilis.  1 never  adminiftered  it  indeed 
under  the  character  of  an  antivenereal  me- 
dicine ; but  1 have  given  it  with  great  advan- 
tage. 
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tage,  on  certain  occafionsj  wiien  I could  not 
determine  pofitively,  whether  the  cafe  were 
venereal  or  not;  and  where  the  difeafe  has 
afterwards  manifefted  itfclf  by  unequivocal 
fymptoms.  The  following  cafe  will  prefent  a 
fpecimcn  of  its  powers. 

CASE  THE  ELEVENTH. 

A gentleman  had  undergone  three  full 
courfes  of  mercury,  under  the  direction  of 
different  furgeons;  and,  from  the  length  and 
feverity  of  the  laft  of  thefe  courfes,  it  was 
prefumed  that  he  was  cured.  He  firfl  con- 
fulted  me,  in  confequence  of  the  appearance 
of  a tumour  on  the  frontal  bone,  and  a little 
fore  on  the  Septum  Nafi  ; at  the  fame  time, 
he  fhewed  me  a fmall  fiflure  in  the  roof 
of  his  mouth,  where,  on  examination  with  a 
probe,  I found  the  bone  uncovered. 

As  his  health  had  fuffered  greatly  from 
mercury,  and  he  had  been  fo  lately  under 
the  influence  of  it,  I ordered  him  to  take 
twelve  drops  of  the  Muriated  Barytes,  three 
times  a day.  When  he  had  perfevered  in 
taking  this  medicine  during  a month,  the 
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node  had  difappeared ; the  fore  on  the  Septum 
Nafi  was  healed  ; and  I thought  that  the 
filTure  remaining  in  the  root  of  the  mouth, 
depended  folely  upon  the  irritation  excited  by 
a piece  of  carious  bone,  and  that  it  \sould  dole 
when  the  exfoliation  was  completed. 

Neverthelefs,  while  my  patient  was  adually 
taking  this  medicine  with  the  greateft  regu- 
larity, the  ulcer  in  the  nofe  opened  again, 
and  fpread  rapidly  ; the  node  returned  upon 
the  forehead  ; venereal  tubercles  appeared  on 
different  parts  of  his  body  ; and  his  health 
became  fo  materially  difordered,  that  1 thought 
it  dangerous  to  delay  the  adminillcring  of 
mercury  any  longer.  The  gentleman  now* 
ufed  a full  and  efficacious  mercurial  courfc, 
and  he  has,  ever  lince  that  time,  renuined 
perfedly  well. 

I have  frequently  given  tlic  Muriated 
Barytes  to  patients  affli(5li.d  with  painful  and 
ill-conditioned  fores,  derived  from  a venereal 
fource,  and  it  has  fometimes  proved  beneficial, 
by  improving  the  health,  by  increafing  the  tone 
of  the  ftomach,  and  difpofing  the  ulcers  to  heal. 

Profellbr  Gmelin  recites  the  good  ctfe(5is  he 
has  feen  of  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine,  in 
the  following  words  : — Commendarunt  alii 

hoc 
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hoc  medicamen  in  exanthema^ibus  cbronicis 
,pertinacibus ; v.  g.  tinea,  lichenibus,  fcabie  ; 
in  ulceribus,  ac  bubonibus,  aliifque  malis  vene- 
reis,  experti  funt  efficacem  Althof,  et  apud 
eum  Huber  et  Vogel.”* — 

The  Muriated  Barytes  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  regarded  as  a medicine  void  of  efficacy. 
When  it  is  properly  prepared,  it  has  the  power 
of  fufpending,  for  a fliort  ^time,  the  progrefs 
of  certain  venereal  fymptoms,  efpecially  thofe 
which  are  fituated  in  the  ligaments,  or  the 
periofteum : and  it  is  often  ferviceable  in 
Scrofula,  and  in  Ulcers  connected  with  Ele- 
phantiafis.  But  thefe  good  qualities  are  un- 
certain in  their  operation,  and  narrowly  cir- 
cumferibed ; nor  is  it  a preparation  on  which 
great  confidence  can  be  placed,  for  the  cure 
of  any  difeafe  with  which  I am  acquainted. 


* /ppar.  Mccl.  P.  II.  I'om.  I.  P.  6. 
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OF  CERTAIN 

PREPARATIONS  OF  MERCURY. 

T.  HOSE  who  are  perfuadcd  of  the  exilU 
ence  of  antivenereal  virtues  in  all,  or  in 
any  of  thofc  articles  of  the  materia  medica 
which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
pages,  probably,  may  not  deem  the  fa<51s 
therein  recited,  fuch  as  to  require  them  to 
yield  up  the  opinions  they  have  formed.. 

They  may  contend,  fince  I have  con- 
ceded the  power  of  fufpending  the  progrefs 
of  Syphilis,  and  of  conferring  a temporary 
benefit  at  lead,  upon  venereal  patients,  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  medicines  taken  notice 
of,  that  this  conceflion  amounts  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  fpecific  qualities ; 
and  that,  if  they  really  do  good,  and  fuc- 
cefafully  oppofe  the  deftru(5tive  progrefs  of  the 
virus,  though  with  certain  limitations,  they 
may,  when  conjoined  with  Mercury,  increafe 

its 
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its  medicinal  virtue,  and  give  more  certainty 
to  its  a<5tion  on  the  animal  fyftem. 

It  may  likewife  be  alleged  farther,  that  the 
very  fame  fpecies  of  arguing  which  I have 
confidercd  as  valid,  when  employed  againft 
the  fpecific  efficacy  of  the  various  medicines 
taken  from  the  vegetable,  mineral,  or  animal 
kingdoms,  may  be  retorted  with  equal  advan- 
tage againft  the  certain  efficacy  of  Mercury, 
in  venereal  complaints  ; ft  nee  relapfes  often 
occur,  where  that  antidote  has  been  em- 
ployed; and  inftances  frequently  prefent  Ihem- 
fclves,  where  new  venereal  fymptoms  ap- 
pear, during  the  continuance  of  a mercurial 
courfe.  ■ 

There  is  much  truth  contained  in  thefe 
allegations ; and  it  can  excite  no  furprife,  if 
perfons  poffelfed  of  few  opportunities  of  com- 
paring the  medicinal  powers  of  Mercury, 
with  thofe  of  other  remedies,  Ihould  be  in- 
duced to  conclude,  that  fa6ls  like  thefe,  very 
fairly  deprive  Mercury  of  its  cxclufive  claim 
to  the  rank  of  foie  fpecific  againft  the  Lues 
Venerea. 

In  replying  to  thefe  obje6tions,  I would 
premife,  that  Mercury  adminiftered  in  any 
form,  or  after  any  method,  or  under  any 
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circumftances  which  ignorance  or  caprice 
may  fuggeft,  is  not  a certain  antidote,  that 
is,  an  infallible  remedy,  againft  Lues  Venerea. 
When  this  medicine  is  under  the  direction  of 
an  unfkilful  man,  it  will  fail  of  cfle<5ting  a 
cure,  perhaps  more  frequently  tlian  it  will 
fucceed;  and,  what  is  of  confiderable  confe- 
quence  to  the  welfare  of  the  difeafed  perfon, 
the  complaint  will  be  generally  exafperated 
by  it,  and  rendered  more  untra6lable,  than  if 
no  Mercury  at  all  had  been  given. 

A long  courfe  of  obfervation  ha^  con- 
vinced me,  that  if  this  alarming  truth  w'ere 
as  clearly  underftood,  and  as  deeply  imprelled 
upon  mens’  minds,  as  it  deferves  to  be,  the 
great  number  of  mutilated  vidims,  whofe  fad 
condition  excites  hoiTor,  while  it  calls  for 
commiferation,  would  be  reduced  within 
much  narrower  limits  than  1 can  venture  to 
exprefs. 

Indeed,  I am  fo  far  from  feeling  alarmed 
or  perplexed,  at  the  examples  of  ill  fuccefs 
which  occafionally  attend  the  exhibition  of 
Mercury,  or  from  confidering  thefe  mifad- 
ventures  as  reflefting  difparagement  or  dif- 
gracc  on  that  mineral,  that  I am  rather 

furprifed 
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furprifed  at  the  fuccefs  which  fo  often  attends 
the  indiferimihate  ide  of  it. 

There  is  a defeription  of  men  who  fcatter 
abroad  their  crudities  very  liberally,  in  com- 
pendiunis  and  efliiys ; a dais  of  produdions, 
feldom  calculated  to  convey  information,  but 
principally  defigned  to  perform  the  office 
of  a midwife,  by  bringing  their  compilers 
into  public  view.  With  the  fpurious  intelli- 
gence colleited  from  thefe  retailers  of  feraps, 
many  people  furniffi  themfclves  with  a frock 
fufficient  to  undertake  the  cure  of  their  own 
complaints;  and,  not  uncommonly,  impart  the 
precious  commodity^  to  others  who  are  lefs 
learned  than  themfelves.  * 

That  Mercury,  conduced  by  men  of  fuch 
endowments,  fliould  often  fail  of  doing  good, 
nay,  that  it  ffiould  frequently  inflid  great 
mifehief,  would  be  according  to  the  natural 
order  of  things : but,  that  it  ffiould  ever  prove 
finally  beneficial,  ought  certainly  to  redound 
to  the  credit  of  a medicine,  whofe  falutary 
agency  cannot  be  invariably  frufrrated  by 
all  the  blunders  of  hardy  ignorance. 

Eefore  attempting,  therefore,  to  calculate 
the  proportion  of  relapfes  which  occur  where 
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Mercury  has  been  employed,  it  will  be  equi- 
table to  make  the  follow  ing  deduflions ; 

1.  Of  all  thofe  inftances  in  which  that 
medicine  has  been  iiijudicioufly,  or  abfurdly 
adminiftered. 

2.  Let  all  thofe  cafes  be  fubtrafted,  where 
the  circumftances  and  fituation  of  the  patient 
would  not  permit  a flridl  compliance  witli  the 
neceflary  reftri61ions ; alfo  all  thofe  in  which 
an  inconfidcrate,  a prejudiced,  or  a refractory 
difpofition,  have  refufed  fubmiffion  to  the 
injunctions  of  the  furgcon  ; and  it  w ill  appear, 
that  the  charge  of  not  exterminating  the 
difeafe,  can  very  feldom  indeed  be  juftly 
imp\ited  to  that  mineral. 

The  fuperior  efficacy  of  Mercury,  as  the 
genuine  antidote  of  Syphilis,  is  functioned  by 
the  experience  of  300  years;  and,  v\hat  is  a 
circumftance  deferving  of  confideration,  not 
one  medicine  befides,  derived  from  the  auirnal, 
vegetable,  or  mineral  kingdom,  has  main- 
tained its  credit,  with  men  actually  employed 
in  extenfive  praCtice,  during  a tenth  part  of 
that  period.  Perhaps,  it  would  not  be  rafh  to 
aflert,  that  no  other  medicine  has  maintained 
a genei  al  good  reputation,  as  a fpecific  againfl: 
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the  venereal  difeafe,  beyond  the  life-time  of 
. its  firft  propofer. 

Men  may  amufe  themfelves  by  declaiming 
againft  Mercury,  as  an  uncertain  remedy  ; 
they  may  utter  querulous  details  of  its  bane- 
ful efFedts,  and  retail  tragical  ilories  of  its 
malignant  influence  on  the  body  and  mind  of 
thole  who  ufe  it : but  I'urely  all  this  turbulent 
eloquence  may  be  dire6led  with  equal  advan- 
tage, not  only  againft  every  potent  article  of 
the  materia  medica,  but  againft  the  very 
filiment  by  which  we  are  fuftaincd. 

Almoft  every  department  of  phylical  fcience 
contains  propolitions  which  require  exceptions, 
or  againft  which  objections  may  be  brought 
that  fcarcely  admit  of  a fatisfaClory  folution. 
Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe,  philolbphcrs  do 
not  fuppofe  it  neceflary  to  abandon  duly 
verified  axioms,  becaufe  a few  phenomena, 
not  perfciftly  underftood,  leem  to  militate 
againft  them. 

He  who  ftiall  difeard  all  general  rules, 
becaufe  they  admit  exceptions,  ought  likewife 
for  tlie  fake  of  conliftency,  to  renounce  all 
fcience,  becaufe  human  knowledge  is  fallible 
and  imperfect. 
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My  opportunities  of  adminiftering  Mercury, 
have  not  extended  to  lefs  than  twenty  thouliind 
cafes;  and  I fed  myfeif  fully  authorized  to 
aflert,  that  it  is  a remedy  always  to  be  confided 
in,  under  every  form  of  Lues  Venerea ; and, 
where  we  have  only  that  one  difeafe  to  con- 
tend with,  that  it  is  a certain  antidote,  and 
as  fafe  in  its  operation  as  any  other  adive 
medicine,  drawn  from  the  vegetable,  or  the 
mineral  kingdom.  Let  me  not  be  mifunder- 
ftood  here,  as  if  I meant  to  fay,  that  it  is  a 
certain  and  fafe  remedy  in  the  hands  of  any- 
one who  undertakes  to  difpenfe  it.  Quite 
the  contrary: — for  a multitude  of  indifputable 
proofs  might  be  adduced,  that  ignorance  and 
error  often  render  it  one  of  the  moft  preca- 
rious and  mifehievous  medicines  in  ufe. 

It  is  not  my  detign,  at  this  time,  to  enter 
into  a detailed  account  of  the  powers  of 
Mercury,  as  an  antivenereal  remedy  : I lhall 
refirid  niyfclf  to  oflering  a few  pradiail 
obfervations,  on  the  efficacy  of  certain  prepa- 
rations, of  that  mineral,  and  more  efpecially 
on  that  called  Hydrargyrus  Muriatus. 

A folution  of  Mercury  in  the  Marine  Acid, 
has  been  long  known  ,as  a chymical  prepa- 
ration; but  it  is  not  eafy  to  afeertain  who 

Hz  it 
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was  that  firft  gave  it  as  an  antidote  in 
Syphilis. 

M.  Le  Begue  du  Pyefle,  afligns  tips  honour 
to  Bafil  Valentine;  whether  corredtly  or  not, 

|s  a queftion  of  fniall  importance  at  prefent : 
this  however  is  certain,  that  it  was  employed 
early  in  the  feventeenth  century,  in  England; 
lince  Richard  Wifeman  has  defcribed  it  as  a 
medicine  polTdling  Ibme  reputation  in  his 
time,  although  he  never  thought  proper  to 
jidminiftcr  it  in  his  own  pra6tipe. 

Dr.  Turner  has  informed  us,  that  fome  of 
his  contemporaries  were  accu(lomed  to  giye 
the  Corrofive  Sublimate,  as  a medicine 
capable  of  curing  the  Gonorrhoea  very  ex-  . 
peditioufly ; and  he  declaims,  in  a torrent 
of  coarfe,  petulant,  and  illiberal  language, 
againft  the  preparation,  and  thole  who  em- 
ployed it.* 

' The  Muriated  Mercury  was  finally  intro- 
duced into  general  pradice,  on  the  very 
relpebtable  authority  of  Baron  Van  Sw'ieten, 


* One  Sinteker,  in  a work,  entitled,  “ The  Scourge 
ofVenus  and  Mercury,”  publHhcd  at  the  beginning  of 
■^his  century,  fpeaks  of  the  frequent  exhibition  of  Corrofive 
Sublimate,  and  condemns  it  as  an  unfafe  preparation. 

who 
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•'^ho  recommended  it  as  a preparation  of 
fingular  efficacy,  againft  every  form  of  the 
Lues  Venerea.  This  eminent  phyfician  di- 
rected it  to  be  given  in  fmaller  dofes  than  had 
been  ufual  before  his  time;  and  he  likevife 
furniOied  thofe  who  adopted  the  ufe  of  this 
powerful  medicine,  with  many  necellary  and 
ufeful  cautions. 

There  are  indeed  fomc  circumftances  whicil 
induce  me  to  I’uppofe,  that  the  Corrofive  Sub- 
limate had  been  employed  as  an  antivenereal 
remedy  in  Ruffia,  before  its  general  introduc- 
tion into  other  parts  of  Europe ; and  that, 
probably.  Van  Swieten  derived  his  knowledge 
of  the  fal’ety  and  efficacy  with  which  it  might 
be  given  in  fmall  dofes,  from  Dr.  Sanchez, 
who  refided  many  years  at  Petciiburgh.  The 
dccifion  of  this  point,  is  however  an  objeCt  of 
no  moment  in  my  prefent  inquiry. 

We  are  informed  by  Baron  Van  Swictert, 
that  three  hundred  venereal  patients  were 
cured  by  the  Corrofive  Sublimate,  in  the  year 
1754:  that  all  thetb  perfons  remained  well  in 
1755;  and  that  two  hundred  more  inftances 
of  fuccefs  were  added  to  the  lift. 

De  Haen  adds  his  teftimony,  in  con- 
firmation of  the  efficacy  of  this  mercurial 

H 3 fait ; 
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fait;  and  Dr.  Locher,  who  had  the  care  of  arf 
hofpital  at  Vienna,  appropriated  to  the  recep- 
tion of  venereal  patients,  has  recorded  nearly 
five  thoufand  cafes,  in  which  the  Hydrargyrus 
Muriatus  had  been  adminiftered  with  fuccefs. 

The  three  firll:  volumes  of  the  London 
Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  exhibit 
a numerous  and  refpe6tablc  lift  of  teftimonies, 
in  favour  of  the  antivenereal  pow  ers  of  this 
medicine  ; and  the  permanence  of  the  feveral 
cures,  is  confirmed  by  atteftations,  which 
bear  the  moft  unequivocal  chara<5ters  of 
authenticity. 

The  high  authority  ofVanSwrcten  in  the 
province  of  medicine,  induced  medical  prac- 
titioners, in  the  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  to  try 
the  efficacy  of  Corrofive  Sublimate  in  venereal 
cafes;  and  it  may  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
the  favourable  reports  tranfmitted  by  them,  of 
its  excellent  qualities,  would  fill  a volume  of 
confiderable  magnitude'. 

M.  Gardane  of  Montpelier,  in  a work 
publiffied  in  the  yeai'  1774,  contends  earneftly 
for  the  unqueftionable  efficacy  of  this  mer- 
curial fait,  both  in  the  primary  and  fecondary 
ftages  of  Lues  Venerea;  and  declares  himfelf 
incapable  of  comprehending,  how  a medi- 
cine 
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cine  fliall  poflefs  the  virtue  of  removing 
venereal  fymptoms  very  quickly,  and  yet  be 
unequal  to  the  perfe<5t  extermination  of  the 
difeafe  itfelf.* 

M.  De  Horne,  who  was  directed  by  the 
French  government  to  make  a feries  of  expe- 
riments, for  the  purpofe  of  afeertaining  the 
comparative  efficacy  of  the  different  prepara- 
tions of  ^fcrcury  in  Syphilis,  has  added  his 
teftimony  to  the  invariable  efficacy  of  the 
Corrofive  Sublimate;  and  has  expreffed  him- 
felf  fatisfied  that  the  cures  performed  under 
his  infpeftion  were  real  and  permanent. f 

Domenico  Cirillo,  a practitioner  of  fomc 
eminence  at  Naples,  advifes  the  employing  of 
Corrofive  Sublimate,  in  preference  to  every 
other  preparation  of  Mercury,  in  a work 
publiffied  by  him  in  1784,:!:  His  method  is, 

to  mix  this  fait  with  hogs-lard,  and  to  make 
the  frictions  on  the  foies  of  the  feet ; which  is 

♦ Rccherches  pratiques  fur  les  diflerentes  roanicrcs  de 
trailer  les  Maladies  Veneriennes. 

t Obfervations  fait«?s  & publices  par  ordfe  du  gou- 
vernment,  fur  les  diflerentes  methodes  d’adininiftrer  !o 
Mcrcure  dans  les  Maladies  Veneriennes.  1779- 

t Oflervazioni  praliche  intorno  alia  Lue  Venerea; 

H 4 a mode 
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a mode  of  removing  Lues  Venerea,  at;cord:- 
ing  to  this  writer,  milder,  and  Icfs  uncer- 
tain, than  any  other  in  general  ufe. — The 
ointment  is  prepared  by  mixing  one  dram  of 
Muriated  Mercury,  previoully  didblved  in  an 
aqueous  Solution  of  Sal  Ammoniac,  with  one 
ounce  of  hogs-lard.  Half  a dram  of  this 
ointment  muft  be  rubbed  into  the  foie  of  each 
foot,  on  three  fuccellive  evenings  ; then,  tiiree 
more  frictions,  each  confifling  of  a dram  and  a 
half  of  the  ointment,  mud  be  employed  in  the 
fame  manner ; and  finally,  two  drams  of  the 
ointment  are  to  be  rubbed  in  every  night,  until 
the  patient  be  cured.  The  patient  muft  alfo 
go  into  a warm  bath,  once  every  three  or  four 
days.  Dr.  Cirillo  is  averfe  to  the  exciting  , 
of  a ptyalifm ; and  he  alfures  us,  that  by  his 
method,  the  mouth  is  feldoin  made  fore,  the 
Mercury  operating  principally  on  the  kidnies 
and  Ikin. 

Thofe  who  are  but  little  acquainted  with 
medical  records  and  reports,  would  probably 
conclude,  from  fuch  a chain  of  relpeftable 
evidence,  that  nothing  more  could  be  wanting^, 
to*  eftablifti  the  credit  of  Corrofive  Subli- 
mate, as  an  antivenereal  remedy  of  fiiperior 
efficacy.  Nevcrthelefs,  this  is  fo  far  from 

agreeing 
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;igreeiftg  with  the  a<5tual  ftate  of  things,  that 
I am  fully  perfuaded,  there  is  no  man  in  this 
country  who  has  any  large  lhare  of  reputa* 
tion  to  lofe,  who  would  venture  to  ftake  his 
character  upon  the  certain  efficacy  of  this 
mercurial  preparation  alone,  w here  it  would 
have  to  contend  with  the  fecondary  fyrnptoms 
ofthe  Lucs  Venerea. 

Various  trials  of  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
the  Muriated  Mercury,  have  been  made  in 
this  country,  w ithin  the  laft  fixty  or  fevcnty 
years,  the  rcfults  of  which  do  not  accord  w itli 
the  foregoing  narrative. 

Mr.  Bromfeild  employed  it  in  the  early 
part  of  his  pra(5tice,  and  “ found  that  it  could 
not  be  depended  on.”  His  opinion  was 
confirmed,  “ by  the  ample  experience  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  long  been  diftinguiffied 
as  one  of  the  mod  eminent  of  his  profeffion, 
in  the  treatment  of  the  venereal  difeafe.”* 
-—Mr.  Bromfeild  then  proceeds,  “ The  au- 
thorities  of  late  were  lb  great  concerning 
**  its  fuccefs  in  the  Lucs  Venerea,  that  we 


* 1 have  feme  reafons  for  believing  that  this  gentle- 
man was  the  late  Mr.  Sainthill. 


werr 
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were  determined  to  give  it  another  trial  iri 
the  Lock  Ilofpital,” — I fliall  not  tranfcribe 
the  whole  narrative  of  his  proceedings,  as 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  did  not 
fucceed  in  thofc  cafes  where  the  fyftem  was 
contaminated. 

Comparative  truils  were  alfo  made  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  Salt,  and  of  Crude  Mer- 
**  cury  divided  with  Conferve  of  Rbfes; — the 
**  effedts  of  this  medicine  were  the  fame,  in 
**  removing  the  fymptoms,  as  the  Corrofive 
Sublimate.  To  others,  a grain  of  Calomel 
was  given  every  night : the  complaints  as 
**  fuddcnly  difappeared,  as  where  the  two 
other  medicines  had  been  given.  The 
**  Mercurius  Calcinatus  was  taken,  a grain 
or  two  every  night,  and  the  patients  were 
as  foon  relieved,  as  by  either  of  the  former 
medicines. — From  the  above  account  it 
is  plain,  that  the  fpccific  quality  of  the 
Corrolive  Sublimate  is  only  as  a mercurial, 
and  that  it  cannot  be  depended  on  in  vene- 
real  complaints,  where  the  blood  is  conta- 
minated ; yet  if  novelty  will  recommend 
it  to  the  favour  of  any,  it  is  certainly  as 
fafe,  and  equally  efficacious  with  Mercury 

in 
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**  in  any  other  fliapc,  given  in  very  Ihiall 
**  quantities."* 

The  late  Mr.  Gataker’s  obfervations  coincide, 
in  general,  with  Mr.  Bronifeild’s.  It  may 
**  be  imnecetlary,”  fays  he,  to  obferve  that 
**  tlie  Solution  of  Sublimate  was  given  for- 
merly  for  the  cure  of  venereal  complaints, 
and  that  the  ufe  of  it  was  almoft  intirely 
**  laid  afide,  ’till  Van  Swieten  communicated 
**  an  account  of  his  fuccefs  by  giving  it  dif- 

**  folved  in  fpirits." ” In  confequcnce  of 

this  account,  ftrengthened  by  the  reconi- 
mendation  of  very  eminent  phyficians  of 
this  country,  the  folution  of  Corrofive 
“ Sublimate  foon  began  to  be  in  common  ule 
tor  venereal  complaints  ; and  the  effects 
of  it  at  firft  appeared  fo  favourable,  as  to 
“ induce  fome  to  believe  that  it  would  fuper- 
fede  the  necellity  of  a falivation  on  all 
**  occafions. — The  refult  of  furtlier  and  more 
**  general  experience  has  however  deftroyed 
this  hope.  In  obftinatc  cafes,  it  will  fome- 
**  limes  fail  even  to  procure  a temporary 
relief  of  the  fymptoms,  and  it  is  a general 
obl'ervation,  and  too  well  founded,  that  in 

P.  8i. 
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many  cafes,  where  it  fecms  to  have  anfwercd 
remarkably  well,  there  is  not  a fufficient 
” reliance  on  the  permanency  of  the  cure, 
the  fymptoms  being  very  apt  to  return.”* 
M.  Louis,  whofc  chirurgical  erudition,  and 
great  eminence  in  his  profeflion,  render  his 
teftimony  upon  tliis  fubjcdl  highly  refpeftable, 
exprefles  himfelf  thus : — Je  I’ai  adminiftrc 
avec  foin,  je  Tai  vu  donner  par  d’habiles  gens, 
& il  n’a  jamais  gueri  que  les  perfonnes  qui 
auroient  refu  un  plus  prompt  foulagement  de 
toute  autre  preparation  mcrcurielle.— -Paral- 
lele  des  Traitemens,  &c.  P.  172. 

It  may  probably  adminifter  occafion  of 
furprife  to  thofe  who  are  but  little  verfed  in 
inquiries  of  this  kind,  that  fuch  oppofition  of 
teftimony  Ihould  prevail,  on  a fubje<5t  where, 
it  muft  be  prefumed,  the  opportunities  of  re- 
ducing opinion  to  certainty,  are  perpetually 
prefenting  themfelves. 

In  comparing  the  evidence  given  by  the  re- 
fpedlive  writers,  fome  allowance  ought  no  doubt 
to  be  made  for  diverfity  of  climate ; various 
modes  of  living  ; peculiarity  of  temperament; 
and  other  local  and  circumftantial  diflerences, 

ft 
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uhich  may  polTibly,  in  fome  meafure,  modify 
the  operation  of  the  remedy.  But,  when  every 
fair  dediuffion  and  qualification  has  been 
admitted,  fb  much  direct  contradiftion  will 
neverthelefs  remain,  that  any  attempt  to 
reconcile  the  jarring  reports  we  have  recited, 
would  be  abfiird  and  irnprafticable. 

It  were  defirable  to  arrive  at  fomething 
definitive,  upon  a queftion  of  fuch  importance 
as  that  under  difeuflion ; yet  it  would  favour 
too  much  of  arrogance,  for  any  individual  to 
prefume  that  his  opinion  could  be  fufficient  to 
make  the  balance  preponderate.  I (hall  therefore 
avoid  the  endlefs  and  unfatisfa61ory  mode  of 
colle(51ing  futfrages,  or  of  balancing  tellimo- 
nics,  and  adopt  a more  eafy  and  fimple 
(landard  of  truth  ; by  referring  to  the  general 
practice  of  men  of  acknowledged  ability  in 
the  profdlion,  and  fuch  as  have  had  the  moft 
extenfive  opportunities  of  appreciating  the 
virtues  of  this  medicine. 

In  adopting  this  method,  I feel  myfelf  well 
warranted  in  afierting,  that  furgeons  do  not 
commonly  rely  upon  the  Muriated  Mercury 
for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  their 
private  pradice ; and  that,  in  no  hofpital  ap- 
propriated to  the  reception  of  venereal  patients, 

in 
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in  this  kingdom,  is  that  medicine  admi- 
niftered  as  the  eftabliihed  treatment  of  the 
houfe ; I believe  the  fame  obfervation  is  true, 
when  applied  to  hofpitals  on  the  continent. 
When  it  is  therefore  confidered,  that  a prepa- 
ration of  Mercury  fo  eafily  procured ; a medi- 
cine fo  much  more  defirable  fop  common  ufe 
than  the  mode  of  treatment  by  inunction ; and, 
what  forms  a proper  objeft  of  attention  in  all 
hofpitals,  a remedy  of  little  expence,  com- 
pared with  the  external  application  of  Mer- 
cury ; when,  1 fay,  notwithftanding  thefe  ad- 
vantages, it  is  little  ufed,  and  fcarcely  ever 
relied  on,  in  cales  where  the  conftitution  is 
affected,  may  we  not  infer  from  thefe  fa^ls, 
that  it  is  declared,  by  a kind  of  general 
confent,  to  be  a precarious  and  undefirable 
remedy  ? 

1 do  not  here  intend  to  infinuate,  that  the 
Corrofive  Sublimate  is  never  employed ; nor 
to  deny  that  it  poffelTes  any  anlivenereal 
powers:  I only  mean  to  contend,  that  it  is 
not,  and  it  ought  not  to  be,  confided  in,  where 
fecondary  lymptoms  of  Lues  have  appeared  ; 
and  general  practice  appears  to  function  this 
dccifion.  If  it  be  inquired,  how  we  are  to^ 
difpofe  of  the  evidence  given  to  the  fuperior 

virtues 
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virtues  of  this  medicine,  by  men  of  emi- 
nence and  undoubted  probity  ; I would  alk, 
what  are  we  to  do  with  the  numerous  teftimo- 
nies  adduced  in  favour  of  the  Ormlkirk  and 
Tonquin  remedies,  and  of  the  various  other 
fpecifics,  recommended  againft  the  bite  of 
rabid  animals  ? Are  we  to  receive  with  im- 
plicit fahh,  the  multiplied  evidences  recorded 
by  great  authorities,  of  the  virtues  of  Cicuta, 
Belladona,  Arfenic,  Vervain,  &c.  in  the  cure 

of  Cancer  and  Scrofula  ? If  refpe<5lable 

names,  or  numerous  fuftrages,  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  unexceptionable  proofs  in  every 
queftion  of  this  kind,  w e mutt  expr«ts  regret, 
inftead  of  approbation,  of  the  labours  of  thofe 
learned  moderns,  who  have  expunged,  or 
treated  as  obfolete,  a far  greater  number  of 
articles  of  the  ancient  materia  medica  than 
they  have  retained.  The  attention  of  the 
public  is  indeed  required,  almoil  every  year, 
to  fome  new  medicine  of  never-failing  effi- 
cacy ; and  another  year’s  experience  com- 
monly evinces,  that  the  only  foundation  of  its 
claim  to  infallibility  is,  the  property  of  infal- 
libly difappointing  the  expeftations  of  thofe 
>|ho  place  confidence  in  its  efficacy. 


An 
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An  aqueous  folution  of  the  Muriated  Mer- 
cury, mixed  with  the  Syrup  of  Violets,  wa^ 
formerly  given  by  Profeflbr  Boerhaave,  in 
dofes  containing  f of  a grain  of  the  fait,  iq 
many  obftinate  compUints ; but  there  does  not 
remain  apy  proof  of  |iis  having  given  it  in 
venereal  cafes. 

Since  the  time  of  Van  Swieten,  Corrqfive 
Sublimate,  blended  with  mucilaginous  and 
faccharine  mattery,  has  been  very  frequently 
employed  as  an  antivenereal  remedy,  and 
with  fome  appearance  of  fuccefs;  apd,  as  the 
mercurial  fait,  when  combined  in  very  fmali 
quantities  with  thefe  fubftances,  does  not 
manifeft  itfelf  to  the  tafte„  nor  can  be  eafily 
detefted  by  the  ufual  chymical  tefts  ; heneq 
the  Sieur  L’Atfefteur,  and  other  empiricalj 
adventurers,  have  had  the  audacity  to  boaft, 
of  their  poflelTing  a rob,  or  fyrup,  which,  ab- 
folutely  containing  no  Mercury,  is  neverthe^ 
Icfs  a fpecific  againft  the  venereal  difeate.* 
i have  been  an  attentive  obferver,  during 
many  years,  of  the  effe<5ts  of  combinations  of 
mercurial  Salts  with  Syrups,  fuch  as  may  be 
found  deferibed  in  the  works  of  Gardane,  De 

• * t • 

* Med.  Comment.  Vol.  VII.  P.  461  and  feq.  * 
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Horne,  and  others;  and  \\hich  are  vended  by 
empirics  on  the  continent  and  in  this  kingdom, 
under  different  titles.*  It  will  be  no  important 
concellion  to  allow,  that  the  Gonorrhoea  may 
fometimes  difappear  during  the  ufe  of  thcfe 
medicated  fyrups  ; bccaufe  this  form  of  the 
difeafe  is  often  fufceptible  of  a natural  cure  ; 
and  it  may  be  alfo  granted,  that  venereal 
ulcers  of  the  tonfils,  and  blotches  on  the  fkin, 

* Quclles  que  foicnt  les  protcftations  des  charlatans, 
quelque  deguifement  qu’ils  apportent  a leurs  remedes, 
dont  its  varient  la  fomic  & Ic  goht  au  grc  de  leurs 
interets,  & de  I’opinion  publiquc,  on  fait  que  le  fublime 
cn  eft  prefque  toujours  la  bafe.  C’eft  avec  ce  fpccifiquc, 
fi  daiigcTCux  cntre  leurs  mains,  qu’ils  ne  craignent  point 
de  prcfenter  leurs  caux  miraculeules,  leurs  drops  doguiles, 
& Iciirs  remedes  yegetaux,  qu’ils  atTurent  ne  point  con- 
tenir  de  Mercure,  & qu'ils  annoncent  comme  une 
decouverte  cpri  leur  eft  propre,  & pour  laquclle  ils 
demandent  les  recompenfes  du  gouverncment,  avec 
d’autant  plus  d’alTurance,  qu’ils  ont  I’art  de  tromper 
les  plus  clairvoynns,  & de  n;eler  avec  adrefl'e  ^ leurs 
decoiflions,  ou  :\  la  boillon  ordinaire  des  malades,  !e 
remede  qni  peut  guerir ; efpccc  d’efcamotage  fort  en 
vogue  depuis  quelques  terns.  C’eft  en  vain  qu’on 
dcvoile  ces  gens  fecret,  ou  qu’on  Ics  expulfe,  en  met- 
tant  le  public  cn  etat  de  les  apprecler  : ils  fe  reproduifent 
prefqu’aufti-tot ; e’eft  une  generation  eternelle,  que 
I'aviditc  fait  renaitre,  pour  ainfi  dire,  de  ces  cendres. 

Obf.  &c.  prr  De  Home.  Tom.  I.  P.  ii8. 
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are  now  and  then  removed  by  them  ; yet,  in 
all  the  inftances  that  have  hitherto  fallen 
under  my  notice,  thefe  fecondary  lymptoms 

have  invariably  returned. On  the  other 

hand,  1 have  known  a three  months  regular 
continuance  of  the  Syrup  fail  of  curing  re- 
cent chancres ; in  many  other  inftances,  I 
have  feen  the  difeafe  proceed  in  its  ufual 
courfe,  as  if  no  medicine  whatever  had  been 
employed ; and,  in  fome  important  cafes, 
\vhere  fecondary  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea 
were  prefent,  the  moft  patient,  expenfive, 
and  perfevering  adherence,  has  not  been  at- 
tended with  any  real  advantage. 

It  would  be  foreign  to  the  defign  of  this 
work,  to  enter  largely  upon  an  enumeration  of 
the  medical  virtues  of  the  Corrofive  Subli- 
mate, and  of  the  various  circumftances  under 
which  it  may  be  adminiftered  with  utility  ; I 
lhall  therefore  only  oiler  a few  obfervations  on 
its  powers  as  an  antivenereal  remedy. 

I am  ready  to  acknowledge  the  appropriate 
merits  of  this  preparation,  when  they  agree 
with  evident  fa6ts  and  obfervation ; for  I am 
not  of  the  mind  of  thofe  perfons  with  whom 
a medicine  is  good  for  every  thing,  or  good 
for  nothing.  Any  article  in  the  materia 

medif.a 
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mcdica  may  be  bonutn  quoad  hoc,  or  hialum 
quoad  hoc,  its  efficacy  being  circumferibed 
within  the  lines  marked  out  by  afhial  expe- 
rience. 

When  I was  firft  entrufted,  early  in  my 
life,  with  the  care  of  the  Lock  Hofpital,  I en- 
gaged in  a courfe  of  experiments,  to  afeertain 
the  power  of  Corrofive  Sublimate  in  venereal 
complaints;  and,  as  1 have  given  that  prepa- 
ration in  a great  variety  of  different  cafes, 
both  in  public  and  private  practice,  during  the 
laft  twenty  years,  it  may  perhaps  be  allow- 
able for  me  to  exprefs  myfelf  with  fome 
decifion  upon  this  fubjo6l. 

When  the  Sublimate  is  given  to  cure  the 
primary  fymptoms  of  Syphilis,  it  will  fome- 
times  fucceed ; more  efpecially  when  it  pro- 
duces a confiderable  degree  of  forenefs  of  the 
gums,  and  the  common  fpecific  effeits  of 
Mercury  in  the  animal  fyftem.  But  it  will 
often  fail  of  removing  even  a recent  chancre  ; 
and,  where  that  fymptom  has  vanilhed  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Corrolive  Sublimate, 
1 liave  known  a three  months  courfe  of 
that  medicine  fail  of  fecuring  the  patient 
from  a conllitutional  affedlion.  The  refult 
of  my  obfervations  is,  that  fimple  Mercury, 

I 2 Calomel, 
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Calomel,  or  calcined  ^^lercury,  are  prepara- 
tions more  to  be  confided  in,  I'or  the  cure  of 
primary  fymptoms,  than  Corrofive  Sublimate. 
The  latter  will  often  check  the  progrefs  of 
fecondary  fymptoms  very  conveniently  ; and 
I think  it  is  peculiarly  efficacious  in  relieving 
venereal  pains ; in  healing  ulcers  of  the 
throat,  and  in  promoting  the  defquamation  of 
eruptions.  Yet,  even  in  thefe  cafes,  it 
never  confers  permanent  benefit ; for  new 
fymptoms  will  appear  during  the  ufe  of  it; 
and,  on  many  occafions,  it  will  fail  of  affording 
the  leaft  advantage  to  the  patient,  from  firft 
to  lull. 

I do  fometimes  indeed  employ  this  prepa- 
ration in  venereal  cafes;  but  it  is  either  at  the 
beginning  of  a mercurial  courfe,  to  bring  the 
confutation  under  the  influence  of  Mercury 
at  an  early  period,  or  during  a courfe  of  in- 
unction, with  the  intention  of  increafing  the 
aClion  of  Ample  Mercury.  I fometimes  pre- 
feribe  it  alfo  after  the  conclufion  of  a courfe  of 
friflions,  to  fupport  the  mercurial  influence 
in  the  habit,  in  order  to  guard  againfl:  the 
danger  of  a relapfe.  But,  on  no  occafion 
whatever  do  1 think  it  fafe  to  confide  in  tliis 

preparation 
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preparation  fingly  and  uncombined,  for  the 
cure  of  any  truly  venereal  fyinptom. 

I made  a (erics  of  experiments  many  years 
ago,  to  afcertain  the  comparative  merits  of 
Mercury  merely  divided  by  triturating  it  with 
mucilaginous  fubftances  ; of  calcined  Mercury; 
of  C.ilomel ; of  the  precipitate  of  Calomel, 
produced  by  mixing  it  N^ith  Volatile  Alkali ; 
of  the  pulvis  cinereus  of  Black  ; of  Nitrated 
Mercury,  &e. 

The  Calcined  Mercury,  the  precipitates  of 
Calomel  as  they  have  been  called,  and  the 
nitrate  of  Mercury,  when  given  internally, 
were  neither  milder  in  their  operation,  nor 
fuperior  in  ethcacy,  to  Calomel,  or  to  limple 
Mercury.  Indeed,  I prefer  thefe  two  pre- 
parations to  any  of  the  former,  as  being 
lefs  liable  to  difappoint  my  expectations,  by 
exerting  their  primary  a61ion  on  the  Itomach 
and  bowels,  to  the  detriment  of  their  more 
important  effects  as  antivenereal  remedies. 

When  any  of  the  foregoing  mercurial  pre- 
parations were  mixed  with  hog’s-lard,  and 
rubbed  into  the  legs  and  thighs,  they  neither 
removed  the  local  fymptoms,  nor  affefted 
the  general  fyftem  in  fo  (liort  a fpace  of 
time  as  the  Unguentum  Hydrargyri.  In 

I 3 other 
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other  refpe6ls,  I did  not  remark  any  im- 
portant difference  in  their  agency  as  mercu- 
rial preparations. 

The  fcveral  operofe  and  eaepenfive  prepara- 
tions of  Mercury  which  have  had  a currency 
at  different  periods,  as  poirefling  extraordinary 
medicinal  properties,  are  generally  falling 
into  difufe : for  it  is  now  commonly  under- 
flood  by  men  of  fcience  in  our  profeffion,  that 
what  we  give,  is  of  lefs  importance  than  bow 
wc  give  it. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


Of  MERCURIAL  FUMIGATION. 

The  praflice  of  expofing  the  body  to 
Mercury  in  the  ftate  of  Vapour,  is  nearly  of 
the  fame  date  with  tlie  difcovery  of  the  anli- 
venereal  qualities  of  that  mineral.  It  was 
ufual,  at  that  early  period,  to  mix  Cinnabar 
with  various  gums  and  aromatic  fubftances,  to 
which  they  often  added  Arfenic,  combined 
in  different  proportions  with  Sulphur:  thus 
injuring  the  health,  and  endangering  the  life 
of  the  perfon  they  undertook  to  cure.* 

Sunt  igltur  Styracem  in  primis  qui,  cinnabarimque 
Et  Minium,  & Stymmi  agglomerant,  & Tbura  roinuta, 
Quorum  fuSitu  pertingunt  corpus  acerbo, 

Abfumuntquc  Luum  mUeram,  & contagia  (lira : 

At  vero  & partim  durum  eft  mcdicameu  & acre, 

Parllm  etiam  faliax,  quo  faucibus  angit  in  ipfis 
Spiritus,  eluflanfquc  animam  vix  continet  a^gram. 
Quocirca  totum  ad  corpus  nemo  audeat  uti, 

Judice  me:  certis  fortaftc  erit  utile  raembris, 

Quae  Papuix  informes,  Chironiaque  uke|-a  pafcunt.f 

* Aphrodifiacus. 

Parallele  des  Traitemens.  Chap.  V. 

f Syptiilis  Hieron.  Fracaflorii.  Lib.  II.  P.  38.  4U). 


120  OF  MERCURIAL  KUMIGATIOK, 

The  mifchievous  confequences  which  often 
refulted  from  the  injudicious  life  of  Mer- 
curial  h umigations,  gradually  Idlened  the 
reputation  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  and,  in 
courfe  of  time,  nearly  aboliflied  it.  A new 
mode  of  fumigating  was  then  introduced,  in 
which  the  body  was  expofed  to  the  vapour  of 
Spirit  of  Wine  ; this  was  defigned  principally 
to  promote  fweatin^ ; and  the  diaphorefis 
was  fupported  during  fome  hours,  by  tlie 
aid  of  warm  coverings,  and  the  exhibition  of 
large  quantities  of  Decodions  of  the  Woods. 
But,  while  the  fumigation  of  the  whole  body 
was  performed  by  Spirit  of  Wine  alone. 
Mercury,  in  a ftate  of  vapour,  was  applied 
topically,  in  cafes  of  ozaena,  ulcers  of  the 
throat,  ulcers  of  the  ears,  venereal  excre- 
fcenccs,  &c.  and  with  evident  advantage. 

In  the  year  1736,  an  empiric,  of  the  name 
of  Charbonnier,  appeared  at  Paris,  prolclfing 
to  ufe  mercurial  fumigations  after  a new 
mode,  equally  fafe  and  fuccefsful.  He  was 
permitted  to  fdcit  fome  patients  in  different 
hofpitals,  for  the  fubjedt  of  his  experiments; 
and  the  progrefs  and  effedts  W'ere  fuperin- 
tended  by  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the 
refpedtive  inllitutions.  Many  perfons  really 

affedlecl 
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afFefled  with  Lues  Venerea  were  undoubtedly 
cured  by  this  man ; yet  it  mult  alfo  be  ad- 
mitted, that  he  failed  in  feveral  inftances;  and 
what  is  Itill  more  important,  a greater  pro- 
portion of  people  died  under  this  mode  ol 
treatment,  than  when  Mercury  was  adini- 
niftered  in  the  ufuid  manner. 

The  practice  of  general  fumigation  with 
Mercury,  oeing  on  thefc  accounts  difcoun- 
tenanced  by  Aftruc,  and  by  many  of  the 
principal  practitioners  in  Europe,  was  nearly 
abandoned  a fecond  time,  when  M.  Ldonettc 
publilhed,  in  1776,  what  he  called,  a new 
method  of  treating  tlie  venereal  dil’ealb  by 
fumigation.  The  preparations  which  tiiis 
author  recommends  to  be  employed  as  fumi- 
gating powders,  are  analogous  to  Calomel, 
and  Hydrargyrus  cum  Creta  ; and,  inafmuch 
as  no  fulphureous  vapours  arife  during  the 
procefs  of  combullion,  thefc  fubltances  may 
be  preferred  to  Cinnabar,  or  ..Ethiop’s  Mineral; 
but,  on  the  fcore  of  real  efficacy  as  mercurial 
preparations,  it  is  not  eafy  to  explain  how^  far 
they  merit  a preference.*  The  fumigating 

machine 

• M.  Lalonetle  is  not  the  firft  perfon  who  was  feiifible 
of  the  difugreeable  effefls  of  fulphureous  vapours,  ,n.nJ 

who 
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machine  is  indeed  a very  convenient  one,  but 
it  is  no  novel  invention,  as  the  author  pre- 
tends ; for  the  plate  given  by  M.  Lalonette, 
differs  in  no  material  circumftance  from  that 
publiflied  by  Nicholas  de  Blegny,  in  the  year 
1683. 

In  the  years  i ^^6  and  1 787,  having  procured 
a fumigating  machine,  conftrufted  according 
to  the  direilions  given  by  M.  Lalonette,  I 
made  a confiderable  number  of  experiments, 
to  decide  on  the  comparative  advantages  of 
this  method,  and  the  common  pra6tice  of  in- 
undtion.  I found  that  the  gums  became 
turgid  and  tender,  very  quickly  ; and  that  the 
local  appearances  were  Iboner  removed  than 
by  the  other  modes  of  introducing  mercury 
into  the  fyftem.  But,  to  counterbalance  thefc 
advantages,  I obferved,  that  it  induced  a 
confiderable  debility  in  a lliort  fpace  of  time  ; 
that  a ptyalifm  was  often  excited  rapidly,  and 
at  an  early  period  ; and  that,  confequently,  I 
was  often  obftrudled  in  pyirfuing  fteadily  a 

who  propofed  methods  of  obtiiinlng  the  beneficial  effefls 
of  Mercury,  by  combining  it  with  other  ingredients.-— 
Thierry  de  Hery  gave  formulae  for  this  purpofe,  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ago.  Methode  Curatoire.  P.  170. 

courfe 
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coluTe  of  treatment,  which  operated  fo  power- 
fully on  the  animal  frame.* 

The  conclufions  I deduced  from  my  expe- 
riments were  the  following: — That  where 
checking  the  progrel's  of  the  difeafe  I'uddenly 
is  an  object  of  great  moment,  where  the 
body  is  covered  with  venereal  ulcers,  or 
where  the  eruptions  are  large  and  numerous, 
fo  that  there  fcarcely  remains  a furface 
large  enough  to  abforb  the  ointment,  the 
application  of  the  vapour  of  Mercury,  will 
be  always  attended  with  evident  advantage. 
But,  in  addition  to  thefe  remarks,  I think 
it  right  to  fubjoin,  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  introduce  a fufficient  quantity 
of  Mercury  into  the  animal  frame,  in  this 
way,  fo  as  to  fecure  the  patient  againft  the 
hazard  of  a relapfe;  I therefore  confider  it 
as  a mode  of  treatment  by  no  means  eligible 
in  general  pra<5Uce. 

The  vapour  of  Mercury,  when  applied  to 
venereal  ulcers,  to  fungi,  and  excrelcences, 

* Thierry  de  Hery,  who  publiflied  a Method  of  treat- 
ing the  Venereal  Difeafe,  about  fifty  years  after  its 
appearance  in  Europe,  condemns  general  fumigations; 
but  recommends  topical  ones,  as  fubfidiary  to  the  intro- 
dudion  of  Mercury  in  another  way. 

is 
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is  a medicament  of  fingular  efficacy,  and  merits 
the  confidence  of  the  furgeon  ; but  little  or  no 
account  ought  to  be  made  of  the  Mercury 
which  is  thus  received  into  the  circulation  ; 
for  we  ffioul(|  never,  in  thole  cafes,  introduce 
a fmaller  quantity  of  the  fpecific  by  inunftion, 
for  the  purpole  of  fecuring  the  conftitution, 
than  if  no  fumigation  had  been  employed. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON  SOME 

EFFECTS  OF  MERCURY. 

I n concluding  this  part  of  niy  fubje6t,  I will 
1‘ubjoin  a few  practical  obTervations,  which 
may  probably  afford  feme  ufeful  information 
to  the  younger  part  of  my  brethren  in  the 
profeflion. 

Many  perfons  have  taught,  that  during  a 
courfe  of  mercurial  inun6tion,  it  is  unneceffary 
to  continue  the  friction  until  the  ointment  be 
abforbed;  and  that  the  fame  medicinal  effe<5ts 
will  be  obtained,  by  merely  fpreading  it 
over  the  furface  of  the  Ikin,  as  by  the 
more  laborious  procefs  of  rubbing  it  in  as 
completely  as  pofliblc.  Nothing  can  be  more 
at  variance  with  truth  than  this  inftruc- 
tion  ; neverlhelcfs,  a dextrine  fo  peculiarly 
grateful  to  the  feelings  of  indolent  and  irrefo- 

lute 
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lute  patients,  has  not  failed  to  acquire  con- 
fiderable  currency.  I do,  however,  moft 
ftrenuoufly  proteft  againft  thiu  llovenly  and 
infufficient  mode  of  applying  the  ointment; 
a mode  which  mull  finally  end  in  the  injury 
of  tlie  patient,  and  the  dilgrace  of  the  furgcon. 
But  I do  not  think  it  fufficient  fimply  to  oppofe 
lb  dclufivc  and  dangerous  an  opinion,  without 
urging  it  as  a matter  of  no  inconfiderable 
importance,  that  the  patient  himfelf  ought 
always  to  perform  the  fri<5lion. 

There  may  be  circumftances  indeed,  under 
which  an  imperious  necefiity  may  conftrain 
the  violation  of  this  precept ; but,  whenever 
it  is  infringed,  it  is  always  at  the  peril  of  the 
patient’s  fafety,  unlefs  the  afliftant  condu6t  it 
with  an  accuracy  and  dexterity  which  isfeldom 
poUellcd  by  thole  who  undertake  this  difgufting 
office.  Many  inftances  have  fallen  under 
my  notice,  where  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  furgeon 
could  be  manifeftly  traced  to  this  fource ; and 
where  a compliance  with  the  advice  I have 
now  fuggelled,  has  been  immediately  attended 
with  the  delired  eltebt. 

Another  erroneous  notion,  which  I would 
controvert,  is  the  opinion  maintained  by  many 
refpedtable  perfons,  that  free  expofure  to  the 

air. 
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air,  during  a mercurial  courfc,  will  neither  im- 
pede the  progrefs  of  the  cure,  nor  diminidi  the 
efficacy  of  the  fpecific. 

It  muft  indeed  be  allowed,  in  the  lirft 
place,  that  of  thofe  patients  who  fuffer  only 
from  the  primary  fymptoms  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, a very  fmall  proportion  reftri<i^  them- 
felvcs  from  going  abroad  as  ufual ; yet,  nol- 
withftanding  the  liberty  they  allume  in  this 
particular,  they  commonly  obtain  a radical 
cure  of  their  complaints,  in  a moderate  fpace 
of  time. 

Thtfe  acknowledged  fa61s  do  not  however 
conftitute  any  valid  objedion  againtl  what 
1 now  contend  for  ; namely,  that  unreltrained 
expofure  to  a dry  cool  air,  has  a powerful 
agency,  in  diminilhing  the  I’pccitic  and  medi- 
cinal virtues  of  Mercury. 

When  the  venereal  virus  has  produced 
what  are  commonly  called  fecondary  fymp- 
toms,  the  attempting  to  cure  a patient  without 
confining  him  to  the  houfe,  will  feldom 
fucceed.  In  thefe  cafes,  the  failure  cannot 
always  be  aferibed  to  certain  irregularities  to 
which  perfons  who  walk  abroad  freely  are 
liable  ; for,  where  the  clofelt  adherence  to 
rules  are  in  other  rcfpc^ls  obferved,  the  ef- 
fects 
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fe<5ts  of  Mercury  on  the  conftitution  are  com- 
monly feeble,  and  on  the  difeafe,  irregular, 
unequal,  and  imperfect.  Even  in  thole  perfons 
whofe  fymptoms  are  inconliderable  and  recent 
a larger  quantity  of  Mercury  mull  be  intro- 
duced, and  it  mull  be  continued  for  a longer 
time,  than  where  exclufion  from  the  open  air 
can  be  complied  with. 

I am  aware,  that  particular  inftances  may 
be  adduced  by  every  practitioner  in  furgery, 
of  perfons  powerfully  afleCted  by  fmall  dofes 
of  Mercury,  who  have  taken  their  ufual 
cxcrcife  abroad ; but  thefc  exceptions  can  only 
point  out,  what  no  man  needs  to  be  told, 
that  a wonderful  diverfity  in  the  opera- 
tion of  Mercury  may  be  noted,  in  differ- 
ent conftitutions,  and  under  every  variety  of 
regimen. 

Mr.  Hunter  feems  to  have  thought,  that 
neither  cold,  nor  warmth,  had  any  material 
effect  on  the  aCtion  of  Mercury  in  the  fyftem  ; 
but  he  luppofed,  that  thefe  natural  agents 
might  have  Ibme  effeCt  on  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, in  rendering  it  more  or  lefs  fufceptible 
of  the  medicinal  agency  of  the  fpecific.* 

Trcatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  P.339. 

If 
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If  it  be  well  authenticated,  that  Lues 
Venerea  does  not  yield  fb  kindly  to  the 
powers  of  Mercury,  when  the  difeafed  perfon 
is  expofed  to  the  cold  air,  as  when  he  is  con- 
fined to  a warm  apartment,  we  become  pof- 
fefled  of  a rule  of  pra(5tice  which  ought 
always  to  have  full  influence,  in  treating  that 
malady.  The  reafons  that  pathologifts  may 
affign  for  this  fa(5t,  will  probably  be  various 
and  difeordant ; but,  mifconceptions,  or  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  ought  not  to  give  rife  to  any 
perplexity  in  the  conduct  which  prudence 
fo  clearly  dictates  upon  this  occafion : for, 
whether  the  a6tion  of  the  venereal  poifon,  or 
of  the  remedy  employed  to  cure  it,  fuffer  an 
alteration,  from  expofure  of  the  patient  to  the 
atmofphcre,  yet,  in  order  to  infure  fuccefs, 
the  obftru<5ting  caufe  muff  undoubtedly  be 
taken  away. 

If  the  fubje6t  I am  now  difeuffing  ter- 
minated in  a queftion  of  mere  fpeculation, 
the  inveftigation  of  which  had  no  farther  aim 
than  to  the  tblution  of  a problem  in  pathology, 
the  reader’s  attention  would  be  fcarcely  re- 
compenfed  by  a more  enlarged  inquiry ; but, 
lince  I conceive  that  the  welfare  of  thofe  who 
are  obliged  to  ufe  Mercury  in  large  quan- 

K titles. 


130 


OBSERVATIONS  ON 


titles,  and  to  continue  during  a long  courfe 
of  time  under  its  influence,  is  intimately 
involved  in  it,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  un- 
acceptable, if  I give  fomewhat  of  a detailed 
account,  of  the  circumftances  which  led  me 
to  the  conclufion  intifted  on  in  fome  of  the 
preceding  pages. 

In  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  years  after 
my  appointment  to  the  care  of  the  Lock 
Hofpital,  I obferved,  that  in  almoft  every 
year,  one  and  fometimes  two  inftances  of 
fudden  death  occurred  among  the  patients 
admitted  into  that  inflitution ; that  thefe  acci- 
dents could  not  be  traced  to  any  evident  caufe  ; 
and  that  the  fubjedts  were  commonly  men 
who  had  nearly,  and  fometimes  intirely,  com- 
pleted their  mercurial  courfe.  I confulted  Mr, 
Bromfeild  and  Mr.  Williams  upon  this  in- 
terefting  fubjedl,  but  they  acknowledged  them- 
felves  unable  to  communicate  any  fatisfadtory 
information : they  had  carefully  examined 
the  bodies  of  many  who  had  died  thus  un- 
expedtedly,  without  being  able  to  difcover 
any  morbid  appearances ; and  they  confefled 
that  they  were  equally  ignorant  of  the  caufe, 
the  mode  of  prevention,  or  the  method  of 
treating,  that  ftate  of  the  fyflem  which  imme- 
diately preceded  the  fatal  termination. 


As 
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As  the  object  of  my  inquiry  was  of 
confiderable  importance,  I gave  a conftant 
and  minute  attention  to  the  operation  ot 
Mercury  on  the  confiitution  in  general,  as 
well  as  to  its  effects  on  the  difeafe  for  which 
it  was  adminiftered ; and,  alter  fonie  time 
was  elapfcd,  1 afeertained,  that  thefe  finitler 
events  were  to  be  aferibed  to  Mercury  acting 
as  a poifon  on  the  fyftem,  quite  unconnected 
with  Its  agency  as  a remedy ; and  that  its 
deleterious  qualities,  were  neither  in  propor- 
tion to  the  intlammation  of  the  mouth,  nor  to 
the  actual  quantity  of  that  mineral  abforbed 
into  the  body.  The  morbid  condition  of  the 
fyitem  whicti  fupervenes  on  thife  occafions, 
during  a mercurial  couri'e,  and  which  tends 
to  a fatal  iifue,  is  a Itate  which,  in  a former 
work,  I have  denominated  Erelhifmus  ;*  and 
is  characterized  by  great  deprellion  of  ftrength, 
a fenfe  of  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  fre- 
quent lighing,  trembling,  partial  or  univerfal, 
a fmall  quick  pulle,  fometimes  vomiting,  a pale 
contracted  countenance,  a fenfe  of  coldncfs ; 
but  the  tongue  is  feldom  furred,  nor  are  the 
vital  or  natural  functions  much  difordered. 


* Principles  of  Surgery.  Chap.  I. 
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When  thefe  fymptoms  are  prefent,  a fudden 
and  violent  exertion  of  the  animal  power  will 
fomelimes  prove  fatal ; for  inftance,  walking 
haftily  acrofs  the  ward  ; rifing  up  fuddcnly 
in  ihe  bed  to  take  food  or  drink  ; or  ilightly 
ftruggling  with  fome  of  their  fellow  patients, 
are  among  the  circumltances  which  have 
commonly  preceded  the  fudden  death  of  tliofe 
afflicted  with  the  mercurial  Erethifmus. 

To  prevent  the  dangerous  confequences  of 
this  difeafed  ftate,  the  patient  ought  to  difeon- 
tinue  the  ufe  of  Mercury  ; nor  is  this  rule  to 
be  deviated  from,  whatever  may  be  the  ftage, 
or  extent,  or  violence  of  the  venereal  fymp- 
toms. The  impending  deftrudion  of  the  pa- 
tient, forms  an  argument  paramount  to  all 
others  ; it  may  not  be  indeed  fuperfluous  to 
add,  that  a perfeverance  in  the  mercurial 
courfe,  under  thefe  circumftances,  will  fcldom 
reftrain  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  or  be  pro- 
du6live  of  any  advantage. 

The  patient  mull  be  exprefsly  directed  to 
ejcpofe  himfelf  freely  to  a dry  and  cool  air, 
in  fuch  a manner  as  lhall  be  attended  with 
the  lead  iatigue.  It  will  not  be  fufficient  to 
fit  in  a room  with  the  windo,ws  open  ; he  mud 
be  taken  into  a garden,  or  a field,  and  live 

as 
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as  much  as  pollible  in  Uie  open  air,  until 
tlie  forementioiied  fymptoms  be  confiderably 
abated.  The  good  ettc<5ts  pt'  this  mode  of 
tieatment,  conjoined  with  a generous  courfc 
of  diet,  will  be  foon  manifefttd ; and  I have 
very  often  fecn  patients  fo  far  recovered  in 
the  fpace  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  days,  that 
lliey  could  fafely  refume  the  ufe  of  Mercury  ; 
and,  what  may  appear  remarkable,  they  can 
very  often  employ  that  fpecific  efficiently  after- 
wards, without  fuftering  any  inconvenience. 

This  limple  and  fuccefsful  method  of  ma- 
naging  perfons  labouring  under  the  mercurial 
Erethifnuis,  has  the  fan<5tion  of  many  years 
experience;  and,  in  confirmation  of  its  efficacy, 

I have  the  pleafure  of  faying,  that  I have 
fcarcely  loft  a linglc  patient  from  this  caufc, 
lince  I firft  adopted  it. 

As  Mercury,  however  cautioufly  introduced 
into  the  human  body,  will  fometimes  be  de- 
termined fuddenly  to  the  moutli,  producing 
fevere  inflammation,  ulceration,  and  the  other 
difagrecable  attendants  of  a copious  ptyalifin, 
the  acquiring  of  a medicine  which  pofleflcs 
the  power  of  fpeedily  and  fafely  removing  a 
falivation,  has  always  been  a great  defidefllunr 
witfi  furgeons. 
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Various  remedies  liave  been  recommended 
for  this  purpofe,  with  ftrong  afliirances  of 
their  efficacy  ; fuch  as.  Purgatives,  Nitre, 
Sulphur,  Gum  Arabic,  Lime  Water,  Cam- 
phire,  Peruvian  Bark,  Sulphurated  Kali,  Blif- 
tering  Plafters,  &c.  yet  1 fufpeft,  the  repu- 
tation of  thefe  feveral  articles,  refts  upon  the 
bafis  of  a fcanty  and  inadequate  experience. 
I do  not  prefume  to  urge,  that  the  medicines 
juft  now  enumerated,  are  abfolutely  deftitute 
of  all  utility  in  a falivation  ; but  the  ftowncfs 
with  which  the  beft  of  them  exerts  its  good 
qualities,  and  the  manifeft  futility  of  the 
greater  part  of  them,  dellroy  all  confidence  in 
their  power  to  remove  the  ferious  inconve- 
nience complained  of. 

The  fpecdy  and  decifi  ve  advantages  refulting 
from  free  expofure  to  the  open  air,  during  the 
mercurial  Erethifinus,  induced  me  to  try 
whether  the  fame  treatment  would  not  confer 
an  equal  benefit  on  thofe  who  were  fuffering 
from  a premature  or  exceflive  falivation. — 
Common  prejudice  has  indeed,  during  a long 
time,  profcribed  expofure  to  the  cold  air,  as 
being  certainly  injurious  to  thofe  who  are 
under  the  influence  of  Mercury  ; and  the  in- 
flammation 
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flammation  of  the  gums,  cheeks  and  tongue, 
is,  even  at  this  day,  frequently  attributed  to 
what  is  called  a cold,  as  the  exciting  caufe 
of  it.  Thefe  apprehenfions  are,  however,  ill- 
founded  ; for,  although  freely  expofing  the 
perfon  to  cold  and  moifture,  or  to  heat  and 
moiflure,  during  a mercurial  courfe,  may  be 
generally  confidered  as  improper,  yet  the 
aggravation  of  the  inflamed  ftate  of  the  mouth, 
the  fupervention  of  rheumatic  pains,  &c. 
ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  pure  atmofphe- 
ric  air,  but  to  the  w'ater  contained  in  a foggy 
or  damp  atmorphere.  The  good  efte<5ts  of 
this  practice  juftified  my  expectations  ; for  I 
obferved,  that  the  breathing  of  a cool,  dry 
air,  was  no  lefs  beneficial  th.m  pleafant,  to  a 
perfon  affeCled  with  ulcerated  cheeks  and 
gums;  the  animal  fpirits  were  likewife  re- 
cruited, and  the  health  fo  much  improved,  in 
the  courfe  of  a week  or  ten  days,  that  the 
patient  was  generally  capable  of  returning  to 
the  ufe  of  his  medicine  again. 

I have,  accordingly,  during  many  years, 
conftantly  directed  thofe  patients  who  have 
been  fullering  from  this  caufe,  to  lay  alide  all 
coverings  of  the  face  ; to  go  out  in  a carriage 
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v-ith  the  windows  open,  and  when  at  a 
proper  diftance  from  town,  to  alight  and  walk 
in  the  fields  as  long  as  their  ftrength  would 
permit.  Their  apartments  ouglit  likewife  to 
be  w'ell  ventilated  ; no  more  fire  fliould  be 
kept  than  the  feafon  of  the  year  may  render 
ablblutely  neceflary,  and  the  perfon  fliould 
live  in  the  open  air  as  much  as  pofiible.  Not 
a Angle  inftance  has  yet  occurred  to  me 
where  the  leaft  indifpoAlion  was  occaAoned 
by  this  mode  of  treatment ; and  the  certain 
advantages  attending  it,  are  fuch  as  can  only 
be  properly  eftimated  by  thofe  who  have  often 
employed  it. 

In  recommending  free  expofure  to  air,  Tdo 
not  intend  to  preclude  any  other  fubfidiary 
means,  which  peculiar  circumftances  may  indi- 
cate, or  render  eligible  ; fuch  as,  cathartics  at 
due  intervals  ; the  Peruvian  bark  and  mineral 
acids;  with  the  atliduous  application  of aftrin- 
gent  and  other  fuitable  gargles.  The  moft 
material  objedtion  which  I forefee  againft  the 
method  of  treatment  I have  recommended, 
is  the  hazard  to  which  the  patient  will  be 
expofed,  of  having  ’the  falivation  fuddenly 
checked,  and  of  fuffering  from  Ibme  other 
difeafe  in  confequence  of  it. 

That 
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That  the  hafty  fupprcflion  of  a Ptyalifm 
may  be  followed  by  ferious  inconveniencies, 
has  been  proved  by  Dr.  Silvefter,*  who  pub- 
lilhed  three  cafes  of  perfons  who  had  been 
under  his  own  care ; two  of  whom  were 
affli6ted  with  violent  pains ; and  the  third, 
fcarcely  retained  any  food  in  her  ftomach,  for 
the  fpace  of  three  months.  I have  feen  not 
only  pains,  but  even  general  convulfions  pro- 
duced from  the  fame  caufe.  But  this  fingular 
kind  of  metajlajis  of  the  mercurial  irritation, 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  owe  its  appearance 
to  fimple  expofure  to  cold  and  dry  air ; 
becaufe  I have  known  it  occur  in  different 
forms,  where  patients  continued  to  breathe  a 
warm  atmofphere,  but  ufed  a bath  the  water 
,of  which  was  not  fufficicntly  heated.  Cold 
liquids  taken  in  a large  quantity  into  the 
flomach,  or  expofure  of  llie  body  to  cold 
and  moiiture,  will  alfo  commonly  prove  c,x- 
tremely  injurious  to  thofe  who  are  fully 
“under  the  influence  of  Mercury;  whereas, 
breathing  a cool  air,  while  the  body  is  pro- 
perly covered  with  apparel,  has  certainly  no 
tendency  to  produce  any  diflrefling  or  dan- 
gerous confequenccs. 

* Medical  OLf.  and  Inquiries.  Vol.  III. 

If, 
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If,  however,  a fiippreflion  of  a Ptyalifm 
fhould  be  occafioned  by  any  a6l  of  indifcre- 
tion,  the  remedy  is  eafy  and  certain  ; and 
confifts  only  in  the  quick  introduflion  of 
Mercury  into  the  body,  fo  as  to  produce  a 
forenefs  of  the  gums  ; with  the  occafional  ufe 
of  a hot  bath. 
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ON  THE  USE  OF  ACIDS 

IS 

LUES  VENEREA. 

Since  the  time  when  the  fcience  of  chy- 
miftry  began  to  be  cultivated  uith  fuccefsfol 
diligence,  and  an  enlarged  and  more  correfl 
knowledge  of  the  propeities  of  bodies  has  been 
acquired  by  experiments  w ifely  imagined,  and 
Ikilt  ully  condu6ted,  frequent  attempts  have  been 
made,  though  with  unequal  fucctfb,  to  apply  the 
principles  of  that  ufeful  fcience,  to  the  pheno- 
mena of  difeafe,  and  the  operation  of  remedies. 
When  a great  number  of  hypothetical  notions 
are  fuccellively  propofed,  upon  fubjedts  at 
the  heft  imperfectly  underftood ; when  fyftems 
are  conftruCted  upon  fcanty  and  fallacious 
obfervations,  and  are  chiefly  fupported  by 
doubtful  analogies ; it  may  be  naturally  ex- 
pected 
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pe6led,  that  fuch  produ6tions  of  the  fancy 
uill  parlake  of  abfurdity,  or  error  ; or  at  the 
beft,  will  prefent  nothing  to  the  mind  but  undi- 
luted obfeurity.* 

Thofe  who,  with  Sylvius  f and  his  followers, 
contended  that  the  venereal  virus  was  an 
acid,  very  confiftently  denominated  Mercury 
an  alkali,  and  interpreted  the  ratio  medendi 
of  that  mineral  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
chymical  affinities ; and,  agreeably  to  thefe 
notions,  abforbents  and  alcohol  were  confi- 
dered  as  ufeful  topical  applications.  On  the 
contrary,  the  advocates  for  a predominant 
alkali  being  the  fource  of  Lues  Venerea, 
directed  acids  to  be  given  as  the  true  antidote; 
hence,  they  fometimes  ordered  their  pa- 

tients  to  eat  fix  large  lemons  daily,  befides 

* Jacobus  Vercellonus  de  Pudendorum  Morbis. 

Difputatum  eft,  utrum  acidi,  an  alcalici,  an  falini,  an 
putridi  generis  fit,  mihi  quidem  poftremum  videtur  elFe 
verifimillimum.  Kempe  Diflertat.  P.  ii. 

t Opera  Francifei  Dcleboe  Sylvii.  Trafl.  III.  De 
Lue  Venerea. 

Mercurius  Compllalitius.  Art.  III.  P.  512. 

Joan.  Muys  Praxis  Medico-Chirurgica. 

Lemcry  Cours  dc  Chimie,  5cc. 

good 
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•*  good  ftore  of  vcijuice  at  their  me.ils.’’* 
But,  into  whatever  incongruities  individuals 
have  been  feduced,  whether  by  current  pre- 
judices, by  erroneous  principles,  or  by  the 
inifapplication  of  right  ones,  frill  fome  ad- 
vantages have  commonly  accrued  to  medical 
fcience ; for,  either  the  fources  of  former 
miftakes  have  been  deteded,  or  nnexpe<5led 
and  ufcful  difcoveries  have  been  accidentally 
made.  There  can  fcarcely  therefore,  be  any 
thing  more  weak  and  inequitable,  than  to 
contemn  and  difparage  a fcience,  becaufe  a 
fmall  number  of  its  profeflbrs  have  fometimes 
difeovered  in  the  courfe  of  their  inveftigations, 
the  extremes  of  indifcrction,  felf  conceit,  or 
temerity.  How  long,  or  to  what  extent  the 
principles  and  pra61ices  now  alluded  to  pre- 
vailed in  the  world,  are  inquiries  which  form 
no  part  of  the  defign  of  this  work.  It  may 
fuffice  to  obferve,  that  the  application  of  chy- 
miftry  to  medicine  in  the  prefent  period,  has 
been  conducted  with  an  evidence  and  a fuc- 

* Turner’s  Syphilis.  Fd.  V.  P.33. 

Med.  Tranfaftions,  Vol.  I.  A mechanical  account  of 
the  operation  of  Mercury,  by  Dr,  Barrv. 
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ccfs,  which  the  firft  promoters  of  that  fcience 
fcarcely  knew  how  to  wifli  for. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  Vegetable  Acid  is 
the  only  menicine  of  that  clafs  which  has  been 
employed  as  a fpecific  againft  Lues  Venerea, 
till  towards  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  century ; 
but,  to  what  extent  it  was  introduced  into 
practice,  cannot  now  be  afcertained. 

About  thirty  years  ago,  an  Italian  empiric 
pretended  to  poflefs  an  infallible  fpecific, 
which  contained  no  Mercury.  At  the  requeft 
of  fome  peribns  of  high  rank,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  adminifter  his  noftrum  to  certain 
patients  in  the  Lock  Hofpital ; and  it  had  the 
fate  which  all  other  noftrums  commonly  meet, 
when  their  virtues  are  fubjedted  to  the  fcrutiny 
of  men  who  are  qualified  judges  of  the  fub- 
Je6l.  When  the  medicine  was  afterwards 
examined,  it  was  found  to  confill  chiefly,  if 
not  entirely,  of  the  eflential  oil  of  lemons. 

It  was,  during  many  years,  the  pra(5tice  of 
the  furgeons  of  that  hofpital,  to  order  the 
patients  to  eat  a certain  number  of  Seville 
oranges,  or  lemons,  every  day,  when  ulcers 
from  a venereal  caufe  became  ftationary,  or 
untra6table ; and  evident  advantages  were 
derived  from  this  treatment.  Domenico 
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Cirillo  has  likcvsife  fpoken  in  the  higheft  terms 
of  the  efficacy  of  this  clafs  of  remedies,  in 
obftinate  venereal  complaints.* 

During  the  laft  two  years,  I have  paid  par- 
ticular  attention  to  the  powers  of  thefe  Vege- 
table Acids  in  venereal  cafes  ; but  I have  not 
witnefled  a fingle  inftance  in  which  they  proved 
competent  to  the  removal  of  any  one  venereal 
fymptom.  The  health  of  the  patient  has  been 
indeed  fometimes  improved  by  the  ufe  of 
them ; but  the  difeafe  was  neither  fufpended 
in  its  progrefs,  nor  meliorated  in  its  appear- 
ance. 

A man  afflifled  with  a venereal  fore  throat, 
placed  himfelf  under  the  direftion  of  a gcntlc- 

* Ma  tuUi  qucfli  ajuti  fono  da  riguardarA  come  preflb 
a poco  inert!,  fe  A paragonano  all’cfficacia  deli’acido 
vegetabile,  al  quale  bifogna  dare  il  nome  di  medica- 
raento  fpeciAco  per  la  guarigione  delle  piaghe  vencree, 
cagionate  da  Lue  antica,  e da  exceiAve  doA  di  Mer- 
curic introdotte  net  corpo.  Non  un  folo  cafo  di  queAa 
natura  ho  veduto  eradicativamente  curato  per  mezzo 
detl’ufo  continue  de’Limoni,  Aranci,  o pure  colle  larghe 
bevute  di  aceto.  Ne  bifogna  limitare  I’ufo  de’LJnioni, 
ma  convien  permettcrc  anzi  ordinare  agl’Infermi,  die 
per  guarire  prontamente  ni  facciano  abufo. 

OiTervazioni  Pratiche,  &c.  P.  i68. 

man. 
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man  who  profelTcd  to  have  great  confidence 
in  this  remedy.  The  patient  took  lemon 
juice,  and  the  juice  of  Seville  oranges,  during 
many  weeks,  and  I faw  him  frequently  while 
he  was  purfuing  this  courfe.  The  virus 
however  proceeded  in  its  ravages,  without 
any  fenfiblc  interruption,  till  tlie  bones  of 
the  nofe  becoming  affected,  the  patient  very 
prudently  defpaircd  of  deriving  advantage 
from  a longer  continuance  of  the  Vegetable 
Acid,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  Mercury. 


t 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Of  the  VITRIOLIC  ACID. 

The  Vitriolic  Acid,  mixed  with  hog’s- 
lard,  has  been  frequently  employed,  during 
the  laft  fifty  years,  as  an  ointment  againft 
the  Scabies,  and  fome  other  cutaneous  affec- 
tions ; * and  the  fame  Acid,  diluted  with 
fpirit,  or  water,  has  been  often  adminillered 
internally  with  great  fuccefs,  in  fome  difeafea 
of  the  fkin.-|- 

I have  made  great  ufe  of  the  Vitriolic  Acid 
in  cutaneous  difeafes,  during  the  laft  twenty 
years  ; and  have  alfb  thought  proper  to  give  it 
to  various  perfons  afflicted  with  the  Lues 

* This  medicine  was  employed  in  the  Pruflian  army, 
in  1756,  and  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  which  attended 
it,  was  publithcd  by  Dr.  Helmich,  in  a work  intitled, 
Diflertatio  dc  Olei  Vitrioli  ufu  in  quibufdam  Scabiei 
Spccicbus.  It  is  likewife  mentioned  by  Baldingcr,  in  his 
Treatife  on  Army  Difeafes. 

f See  a paper  publitlicd  by  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth, 
in  the  hrfl  volume  of  the  Medical  Communications. 
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Venerea  ; not  indeed  with  the  exprcfs  inten- 
tion of  curing  that  malady,  but  with  a view  of 
remedying  certain  inconveniencies  which  were 
obftrudioris  to  the  ufe  of  Mercury.  Thefe 
incidental  occurrences  have  furnifhed  me 
with  various  opportunities  of  obferving  the 
changes  it  is  found  to  produce,  in  venereal 
fymptoms,  the  moft  material  of  which  I 
111  all  proceed  to  deferibe. 

When  a bad  ftate  of  health  prohibits  the 
immediate  introdu6lion  of  Mercury  into  the 
body  ; or  when  the  appearances  are  too  equi- 
vocal to  warrant  a prompt  decifion-  on  the 
true  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  more  efpecially, 
if  dyfpeptic  fymptoms,  attended  with  profufe 
perfpirations,  harrafs  the  patient,  and  exhauft 
his  ftrength ; the  Elixir  of  Vitriol  will  com- 
monly remove  thefe  fupervenient  fymptoms, 
and  give  a temporary  check  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe  ; neverthelefs,  the  virus  will 
foon  proceed  in  its  deftru6tive  courfe,  even 
under  the  conftant  exhibition  of  the  acid. 
I have  often  feen  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol,  given 
in  the  quantity  of  tw'o  drams  a day,  evidently 
arreft  the  progrefs  of  venereal  ulcers  of  the 
tonfils:  and  fometimes  venereal  eruptions  will 
fade  and  nearly  dilhppear,  during  the  ufe  of  it; 

thefe 
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ihefe  apparently  beneficial  efib6t*s  however  are 
never  permanent.  I do  not  mean  to  affirm 
merely,  that  the  fymptoms  will  recur  when 
the  acid  is  difeontinued ; but  that  the  difeafe 
will  make  a certain  and  manifeft  advance,  at 
the  very  time  in  which  this  medicine  is  given 
in  as  large  dofes  as  the  ftomach  ought  to 
receive  it. 

There  are  circumftanccs  however,  wherein 
the  Vitriolic  Acid  will  confer  aftual  and 
durable  benefit ; as  in  thofe  ulcers  of  the 
penis,  of  the  groin,  and  of  the  throat,  which 
fometimes  remain  nearly  fiationary,  after 
power  of  the  venereal  virus  has  bee^com- 
pletely  fubdued  by  Mercury.  I have  admi- 
niftered  the  Peruvian  Bark,  Sarfaparifta,  and 
other  medicines  of  fimilar  qualities,  in  fuch 
inftances,  w ithout  gaining  the  leaft  advantage  ; 
whereas,  on  difeontinuing  thefe,  and  having 
recourfc  to  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol,  in  as  large 
dofes  as  would  agree  with  the  ftomach,  the 
ulcerations  have  fpeedily  healed. 

I have  likewife  found  this  acid  very  efficient 
in  counteracting  the  troublefome  fymptoms 
produced  by  Mercury,  when  it  has  been 
determined  too  powerfully  to  the  mouth. 
When  the  ptyalifm  is  accompanied  with  ulccr- 
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ation  of  the  tongue,  of  the  cheeks,  or  of  the 
tonfils,  on  fufpending  the  ufe  of  Mercury, 
and  exhibiting  this  acid  three  or  four  times  a 
day  in  water,  a more  fpeedy  amendment  is 
obtained,  than  by  the  exhibition  of  any  other 
article  of  the  materia  medica  with  which  I am 
acquainted. 

Some  accounts  have  been  lately  publiflied, 
tending  to  prove  the  antrvenereal  virtues  of 
the  Vitriolic  Acid ; and,  if  the  theory  pro- 
pofed  by  feme  ingenious  men,  of  the  modus 
agendi  of  acids  in  this  difeafe,  be  corre6t,  it 
might  be  reafonable  to  look  for  fuch  qualities 
in  it,  according  to  the  rules  of  analogy.  The 
experience  of  many  years,  has  however  been 
fo  little  favourable  to  expedtations  of  this 
kind,  that  I have  not  thought  it  necellary 
to  make  any  farther  experiments  with  this 
medicine. 


CHAP. 
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Of  tbi  MARINE  ACID. 

Til  E advantages  \\hich  may  be  derived 
from  employing  the  Marine  Acid,  in  Lues 
Venerea,  both  as  a medicine  capable  of  ame- 
liorating the  appearance  of  venereal  ulcers,  and 
of  rcltraining  for  a time  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  have  been  obferved  by  me  during  many 
years.  I was  firft  induced  to  give  this  acid  in 
venereal  ulcers  of  the  tongue,  and  of  the 
throat,  in  confequence  of  the  great  benefit 
vvhich  had  refullcd  from  my  ufing  it  in  the 
Cancnim  Oris ; and,  although  I did  not  view 
it  as  an  antidote  againft  Lues  Venerea,  yet 
I have  frequently  availed  myfclf  of  its  ufeful 
qualities,  where  it  has  been  defirable  to  gain 
a little  time,  previoufly  to  the  entering  on  a 
mercurial  courfe. 

I will  recite  two  cafes,  for  the  purpofe  of 
illuftrating  its  agency  under  the  circumftances 
which  I have  ftated. 
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CASE  THE  ELEVENTH. 

A gentleman  confulted  me  in  the  year 
1 79t)j  on  account  of  a fore  throat  which  had 
refifted  all  the  common  remedies,  and  had 
been  fuppofcd,  by  feme  who  infpc6ted  it,  to 
be  of  a cancerous  nature.  The  tonfils  were 
much  enlarged,  and  were  deeply  and  exten- 
fively  ulcerated.  From  the  mere  appearance 
of  the  feres,  I fhould  have  concluded  them  to 
be  venereal ; but  he  alfured  me  it  was  not 
pollible  for  him  to  be  infeflcd  with  that 
malady.  Being  in  fome  doubt  about  the  real 
nature  of  the  complaint,  I ordered  eight  drops 
of  the  Marine  Acid  to  be  taken  in  a fimple 
vehicle  three  or  four  times  a day;  and  directed 
him  to  life  a gargle  containing  fome  of  the 
fame  acid.  The  ulcers  alTumed  a more  clean 
and  healthy  afpe6t  in  about  ten  days ; the 
tonfils  fubfided  ; and  in  about  three  weeks  the 
fores  were  perfe(5lly  healed.  He  perfifted  in 
taking  the  acid  regularly  ; but,  in  lefs  than  a 
fortnight,  and  during  the  time  he  was  em- 
ploying it,  venereal  eruptions  appeared  on 
different  parts  of  the  body,  and  a very  painful 
node  arofe  on  the  tibia  of  each  leg.  As  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  now  appeared  under  an  unequivocal 
form,  I difcontinued  the  acid,  and  ctie<5ted  a 
permanent  cure,  by  a courle  of  mercurial 
inuiuftion. 


CASE  THE  TWELFTH. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 796,  Mr. , 

detired  me  to  vifit  him  ; he  had  a node  on 
the  fliin  of  the  left  leg,  and  venereal  ulcers 
on  the  uvula,  tonfiL,  and  pharynx ; his 
llrengtli  was  much  reduced,  his  body  was 
greatly  emaciated,  and  he  appeared  to  be  in 
a hectical  ftate.  This  unfavourable  ftale  of 
his  health  rendered  it  improper  to  employ 
Mercury  ; I therefore  ordered  him  to  take 
nutritious  aliment,  to  deep  in  the  country, 
and  to  take  a deco<5tion  of  Sarfaparilla,  with 
the  powder  of  Peruvian  bark.  The  plan  I 
had  fuggefted  not  proving  lb  benefici.il  as  I 
expedted,  I dircdlcd  the  Marine  Acid  to  be 
given,  as  in  tlie  former  cafe,  and  ordered  him 
to  ufe  a gargle  acidulated  with  the  fame.  In 
about  ten  days,  the  appearances  in  his  throat 
were  fenfibly  amended ; his  healtli  was  im- 
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proving,  and  he  gained  ftrength  daily  ; the 
node  on  the  tibia  was  not  painful,  and  feemed 
to  be  ftationary.  When  the  ulcers  in  his 
throat  were  nearly  healed,  and  during  the 
lime  he  was  fteadily  purfuing  this  plan  of 
treatment,  venereal  blotches  appeared  upon 
the  furface  of  his  body ; and,  foon  afterwards, 
the  ulcers  in  his  throat  began  to  fpread  anew. 
As  the  reafons  for  deferring  a mercurial 
courfe  no  longer  exifted,  and  the  difeafe  was 
evidently  gaining  ground,  I directed  him  to 
employ  a courfe  of  mercurial  inun<5tion,  by 
which  he  obtained  a permanent  cure. 

The  beneficial  confequences  which  I had 
often  remarked,  from  the  ufe  of  the  Vitriolic 
and  Marine  Acids,  in  venereal  cafes,  were 
fufficiently  obvious  to  engage  my  attention  ; 
but  I never  inferred  from  fuch  inftances  as 
are  recited  in  the  foregoing  pages,  that  thefe 
acids  could  radically  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 
I was  accuftomed  to  aferibe  the  advantages 
which  were  derived  from  thefe  medicines, 
partly  to  their  falutary  effects  on  the  ftomach, 
and  confequent  improvement  of  the  health  of 
the  patient,  and  partly  to  their  agency  as 
local  applications. 
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As  the  Marine  Acid  is  lefs  grateful  to  the 
ftomach,  I do  not  prefcribe  it  fo  frequently, 
in  ulcers  forming  the  fequelas  of  a venereal 
taint,  as  the  Vitriolic  Acid  ; but,  where  I 
have  directed  it  by  way  of  experiment,  I have 
not  been  fenfible  of  any  fuperior  medicinal 
efficacy  which  the  latter  poflefled  over  the 
former. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


0/  ibe  NITROUS  ACID, 

It  was  my  intention,  about  two  years  ago, 
to  colle6t  and  publiih  a hiftory  of  the  effeds 
of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  Lues  Venerea  ; fome 
circumftances  intervened,  which  prevented 
me  from  executing  my  defign  at  that  time ; 
and,  fince  that  period,  the  public  has  received 
fo  much  information  on  the  fubjedt,*  that 
I find  it  expedient  to  contrail  my  views, 
and  to  deviate  confiderably  from  my  original 
plan. 

The  firft  account  of  the  powers  of  the 
Nitrous  Acid  in  venereal  cafes,  was  publifiied 
by  Mr.  Scott,  at  Bombay,  in  April  1796  : and 
the  papers  fent  to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks  on  this  fubje<5l,  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  me,  by  the  polite  attention  of  Dr. 
Gray,  Sec.  R.  S.  foon  after  their  arrival  in 

* See  the  publications  of  Dr.  Beddoes,  Dr.  Rollo, 
Mr.  Cruickfliank,  Dr,  Ferriar,  and  foveral  others,  on  this 
fubje6t. 
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England.  I began  to  make  experiments  with 
the  Nitric  Acid  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1797,  at  the  Lock  Hofpital.  In  the  couife 
of  the  years  1797,  1798,  and  1799,  the  Nitric 
and  Nitrous  A^ids  were  given  to  a great 
number  of  venereal  patients,  both  in  this 
kingdom  and  on  the  continent.  Additional 
communications  have  likcwife  been  fent  by 
Mr.  Scott  from  India : neverthelcfs,  I am 
not  fure,  that  the  power  of  this  medicine  in 
Syphilis,  has  yet  been  afcerlained  in  fo  fatis- 
factory  a manner,  as  to  preclude  all  difference 
of  opinion  upon  the  fubje^t.* 

It  would  argue  prcfumption  in  me  to 
fuppofo,  that  any  thing  I can  offer,  will 
reconcile  the  feveral  difcordant  opinions,  or 
reduce  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  expe- 
riments w ith  various  fuccefs,  to  a parity  of 
fentiment ; yet  as  the  difeovery  of  pradtical 
truth  is,  or  at  leaft  ought  to  be,  the  motive  of 
our  rcfearches,  he  who  joins  in  the  inquiry 
without  partiality  or  prepofleflion,  may  hope 
for  a candid  attention  to  his  labours. 

* Copies  of  the  original  letters  fent  by  Mr.  Scoff, 
with  a copious  colledlion  of  interefting  fads  on  this 
fubjed,  have  been  publirtied  at  different  times  by 
Pr.  Bcddocs. 
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As  the  publifhing  of  a great  colle6lion  of 
nearly  fimilar  cafes,  can  be  neither  necelTary 
nor  iifeful,  \\hen  fuch  a multiplicity  have 
already  appeared,  I lhall  reftri6l  myfelf  to  a 
fmall  number  of  inftances,  and  lele<5l  only 
thofe  wherein  I can  vouch  for  the  correitnela 
of  the  experiments. 

The  firft  trials  which  I undertook  with  this 
new  medicine,  were  made  with  the  Nitric 
Acid ; but,  as  I did  not  remark  any  etfedts 
in  the  Nitric  Acid,  different  from  thofe  pro- 
duced by  the  Nitrous  Acid,  I commonly 
employed  the  latter,  in  the  following  manner : 

Nitrous  Acid,  two  drams ; 

Pure  water,  a pint  and  a half ; 

Syrup,  four  ounces. 

This  mixture  was  ufually  taken  in  the 
fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  As  local  appli- 
cations, I employed  a faturnine  lotion  to  the 
fores  ; and  emollient  poultices  to  tumours, 
and  inflamed  parts.  All  mercurial  applica- 
tions w’ere  abfolutely  prohibited. 
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Cafes  in  u'bicb  ibe  Nitrous  Acid  u'as  given 
with  Advantage. 

CASE  THE  FIRST. 

Thomas  A.  aged  twenty-one  years,  was 
admitted  into  the  Lock  Hofpital,  under  my 
care,  November  i6,  1797.  He  had  venereal 
ulcers  on  the  prepuce,  and  a phymofis. 

Nov.  19th. — He  began  to  take  two  drams 
of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  the  day. 

23d. — The  fores  are  cleaner,  and  have 
alTumed  a more  healthy  appearance. 

30th  — The  phymofis  is  better,  and  the 
fores  begin  to  heal. 

Dec.  5th. — ^The  ulcers  are  nearly  healed. 
A fmall,  red,  painful,  and  puftular  eruption 
appeared  on  the  trunk  of  the  body,  which 
excited  great  uneafinefs.  The  puftules  fup- 
purated  quickly,  and  on  the  nth  they  had 
become  dry,  and  defquamation  began  to  take 
place. 

20th. — The  ulcers  are  healed,  and  the  phy- 
mofis is  quite  removed. 

He  continued  taking  the  Nitrous  Acid  till 
December  the  30th,  when  being  weary  of 
confinement,  and  having  no  complaints,  he 
eloped.  CASE 
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CASE  THE  SECOND. 

T.  Macdonald,  aged  twenty-five  years, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  Public  Difpen- 
fary,  in  Carey  Street,  June  the  7th,  1798, 
with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  a Gonorrhoea. 
He  took  the  Nitrous  Acid  during  twelve 
days,  when  I difcharged  him  cured. 

« 

CASE  THE  THIRD. 

✓ 

W.  S.  a middle  aged  man,  was  admitted  a 
patient  under  my  care,  at  the  Public  Dilpen- 
lary.  May  the  4th,  1 798.  He  had  a chancre 
behind  the  corona  ghindis,  of  a month’s  dura- 
tion. He  took  the  Nitrous  Acid  till  June  the 
8th,  when  he  was  difmified  cured. 

CASE  THE  FOURTH. 

Jofeph  Taylor,  aged  twenty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient  under  my  care,  at  the 
Public  Difpenfary,  0(5tober  tlie  17th,  1797. 
— He  had  two  chancres  on  the  praeputium, 
and  a fmall  one  on  the  frasnum  ; the  praepu- 
tium was  confiderably  fwollen.  This  difeafe 

had 
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liad  exifted  above  three  months.  He  was 
ordered  to  take  the  Nitrous  Acid. 

(Xlobcr  2 2d. — The  fore  on  the  frsenum  is 
cleaner,  and  alTumes  a healing  appearance. 

2^th. — ^The  fore  on  the  Iraenum  is  quite 
healed ; thofe  fituated  on  the  pneputium  arc 
no  belter. 

He  complains  that  his  mouth  is  very  fore. 
The  infide  of  his  cheeks  look  red,  and  his  face 
is  fwollen,  but  his  gunw  are  neither  turgid 
nor  fore,  as  when  mercury  has  been  taken. 

27th. — The  fuelling  and  uneafinefs  about 
his  face  and  mouth,  have  entirely  difappeared. 
The  acid  agrees  very  well  with  his  ftomach 
and  bowels.  The  fmaller  fore  on  the  praepr- 
tium  has  begun  to  heal,  but  the  larger  one 
fpreads,  and  is  painful. 

Nov.  3d. — The  fniall  fore  is  quite  healed  ; 
the  large  fore  is  lefs  painful,  but  it  has  not 
yet  alTumed  a healthy  appearance. 

loth. — The  fore  is  confidcrably  amended, 
and  begins  to  heal. 

14th. — It  is  alnioft  healed. 

He  continued  taking  the  acid  till  Dec.  the 
26th.  The  laft  mentioned  lore  had  been  healed 
full  three  weeks  ; although  the  cicatrix  was  a 
little  unequal  and  hard.  I defired  him  to 
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return  to  me  if  any  fores  appeared  again,  but  ] 
I have  never  feen  him  fmce.* 

My  friend.  Dr.  Jofeph  Vigarous,  from 
Montpellier,  informs  me,  that  he  has  given 
the  Nitrous  Acid  with  great  advantage  in 
the  Gonorrhoea.  I have  not  been  quite  lb 
fuccefsful ; for  the  only  inftance  which  has 
occurred  in  my  pra6tice,  of  its  conferring 
fpeedy  and  decifive  benefit  in  that  complaint, 
is  that  of  Macdonald. 

Cafes  in  which  the  Nitrous  Acid  was  given 
without  Succefs. 

CASE  THE  FIFTH. 

John  Ravard,  aged  twenty-fix  years,  was 
admitted  into  the  Lock  Hofpital,  under  my 
care,  February  the  25th,  1797.  He  had  a 
phymofis ; enlarged  abforbent  glands  in  each 
groin ; and  his  body  was  covered  with  a 
venereal  eruption.  He  was  ordered  to  take 
the  Nitrous  Acid. 

March  3d. — The  phymofis  is  better,  and 
the  glands  in  the  groin  have  fubfided ; the 

* Thefe  are  the  only  cafes  in  which  I have  feen  the 
Nitrous  Acid  employed  with  apparent  fuccefs. 
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eruption  is  paler,  and  feems  to  be  difappearing 
from  fome  parts. 

pth. — He  makes  a large  quantity  of  urine. 
The  eruption  continues  to  difappear. 

He  perfevertd  in  taking  two  drams  of  the 
Nitrous  Acid  every  day,  till  the  26th  of 
March,  when  I increafcd  the  quantity  to  three 
drams.  The  eruption  was  ftill  vifible,  although 
it  had  a very  pale  and  faint  appearance. 

April  I ft. — The  eruption  is  as  vivid,  and 
the  blotches  have  become  as  numerous,  as 
when  he  was  admitted  into  the  hofpitaL  I 
accordingly  directed  him  to  difeontinue  taking 
the  acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of  mercurial 
fri<5tions,  by  which  he  obtained  a permanent 
cure. 


CASE  THE  SIXTH. 

Sarah  Serle,  aged  nineteen  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  0<5tober  the  7th,  1797.  She 
had  chancres,  and  venereal  eruptions ; and 
began  to  take  the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid  on  the 
9th  of  Odtober. 

16th. — ^The  chancres  appear  cleaner,  and 
feem  in  a healing  ftate  ; the  colour  of  the 

M eruptions 
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eruptions  is  lefs  vivid.  She  voids  more  urihft' 
than  ufual. 

26th — The  eruptions  have  a very  pale 
appearance  ; but  no  defquamation  has  taken 
place. 

30th. — The  chancres, are  quite  healed  ; the 
eruptions  have  not  totally  difappeared. 

Nov.  loth. — The  fkin  retains  the  faint 
mottled  appearance  which  it  had  on  the  3cth  of 
October. 

Dec.  I ft. — The  eruptions  have  aftlimed  a 
brighter  colour,  and  frefli  blotches  arc  appear- 
ing on  different  parts  of  her  body.  She  was 
therefore  ordered  to  take  no  more  of  the 
Nitrous  Acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of  Mer- 
cury. She  was  difmUIed  cured,  January  the 
1 8 th,  1799. 

CASE  THE  SEVENTH. 

Frances  Baldwin,  aged  fifteen  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the' 
Lock  Hofpital,  on  November  the  3d,  1797* 
She  had  enlarged  abforbent  glands  in  each 
groin,  and  was  direfted  to  begin  taking  the 
diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  November  the  5th. 

20th.— 
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2oth. — The  tumours  are  lefs  painful,  and 
are  much  reduced  in  fize. 

30th. — They  continue  to  fubfide. 

Dec.  7th. — The  glands  are  enlarging  ra- 
pidly, and  have  become  very  painful, 

1 8th.' — A luppuration  has  taken  place  in 
each  groin. 

I ordered  her  to  begin  a mercurial  courfe, 
and  (he  was  difmiiled  cured,  January  the 
1 8th,  1798. 

The  Nitrous  Acid  fomdimes  produced 
ficknefs  and  vomiting,  and  at  other  times 
difordered  her  bowels ; but  thefe  inconveni- 
encics  were  regularly  corroded  by  the  addi» 
tion  of  opium. 


CASE  THE  EIGHTH. 

Elizabeth  Taylor,  aged  twenty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  9th,  1797. 
She  had  a Gonorrhoea  and  chancres.  She 
began  to  take  the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid, 
November  the  loth.  The  chancres  gra- 
dually amended  ; the  Gonorrhoea  difappeared  ; 
and,  on  November  the  30th,  fhe  was  free 

M 2 from 
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from  any  venereal  fymptoms.  She  was  or- 
dered to  continue  the  Nitrous  Acid. 

Dec.  7th  • — The  original  chancres  remairi 
well ; but  fome  painful  fores  appeared  near 
the  anus  two  days  ago,  which  are  now  evi- 
dently venereal ; and  an  abforbent  gland  is 
becoming  painful  and  large  in  the  right  groin. 
She  was  therefore  ordered  to  difconlinue  the 
Nitrous  Acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of  Mer- 
cury. On  January  the  ift,  the  incipient  bubo 
was  intire ly  reduced ; and  the  fores  near  the 
anus  were  almoft  healed.  She  was  difcharged 
cured  on  January  the  25th. 


CASE  THE  NINTH. 

Ann  Clark,  aged  nineteen  years,  was  ad- 
mitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  9th,  1797. 
She  had  a Gonorrhoea,  attended  with  dyfuria 
urethralis.  She  began  to  take  the  diluted 
Nitrous  Acid,  November  the  12th;  and,  on 
November  the  30th  the  Gonorrhoea  was  con- 
fiderably  better,  but  the  dyfuria  was  not  at  all 
relieved.  On  December  the  eruption, 

red  and  painful,  of  puftules  appeared  on  the 

lower 
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lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  inner  furface 
of  the  thighs ; and  the  Gonorrhoea  had  become 
worfe  tJian  when  the  was  taken  into  the  hof- 
pital  I therefore  difcontinued  the  ufe  of 
tlie  Nitrous  Acid,  and  dire<5ted  the  common 
mode  of  treatment  in  its  ftead.  She  was  quite 
cured  on  the  28th  of  December,  but  eloped 
before  fhe  was  regularly  difmifled. 

CASE  THE  TENTH. 

John  Roe,  aged  thirty-two  years,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Look  Hofpital,  on  October  the  5th,  1797. 
He  had  an  open  bubo  ; the  fcrotuni  was 
covered  w ith  fmall  foul  ulcers ; and  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh  there  was  a large 
painful  fore,  with  jagged  edges.  This  man 
had  been  under  the  care  of  a fimgeon,  and 
fuppofed  that  he  had  taken  Mercury  ; but  he 
had  not  employed  any  medicine  for  more  than 
three  montlis  before  his  admillion.  He  began 
to  take  the  Nitrous  Acid,  Odober  the  7th. 

16th. — The  fores  are  eafier,  and  they  ex- 
hibit evident  figns  of  amendment. 
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2oth. — They  improve  in  their  general  ap- 
pearance, and  begin  to  heal. 

November  2d. — All  the  fores  are  healed  ; 
but  I thought  it  proper  to  continue  the  Nitrous 
Acid. 

December  ift. — The  ulcers  remain  well; 
but  about  two  days  ago  a fore  began  to 
appear  upon  the  Ikin  covering  the  ofla  pubis, 
which  has  all  the  charadlers  of  a venereal  ulcer. 

January  nth. — The  fore  has  fpread  con- 
fiderably,  is  very  painful,  and  has  an  ill-con- 
ditioned afpe6l.  I therefore  difeontinued  the 
Nitrous  Acid,  and  dirc6led  him  to  begin  a 
mercurial  courfe. 

CASE  THE  ELEVENTH. 

James  Thompfon,  aged  thirty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  2d,  1797.  He 
had  ulcers  on  the  external  furface  of  the  prae- 
putium,  and  warts  on  its  internal  furface, 
and  on  the  glans  penis.  He  began  to  take 
the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, and  continued  it  to  December  the 
7th  ; without  the  leaft  appearance  of  amend- 

t 
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ment,  in  either  of  his  fymptoms.  I then 
ordered  him  to  begin  a courfe  of  Mercury. 
In  fourteen  days  the  fores  were  in  a healing 
ftate;  and  feveral  of  the  warts  had  feparated. 
He  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  cured, 
on  January  the  i5th,  1 798. 

CASE  THE  TWELFTH. 

William  Southwood,  aged  nineteen  years, 
was  admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into 
the  Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  2d,  1797, 
He  had  a Gonorrhoea ; enlarged  abforbent 
glands  in  the  right  groin  ; and  a fuppurating 
bubo  in  the  left  groin.  He  began  to  take  the 
diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  November  the  5th. 

9th. — The  buboes  increafe,  and  are  more 
painful. 

20th. — The  tumours  in  the  groins  are  fome- 
what  reduced,  and  Ids  painful. 

30th. — The  tumour  on  the  right  fide  is 
nearly  reduced  j and  the  abfeefs  on  the  left 
fide  is  evidently  fmaller.  At  this  time,  a red, 
painful,  puftular  eruption  appeared  upon 
the  furface  of  the  abdomen,  fimilar  to  that 
mentioned  in  cafe  the  ninth. 

M4 
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Dec.  6th. — The  eruption  is  in  a ftale  of  def- 
quamation  ; but  the  buboes  are  increating  in 
fize,  and  have  become  more  painful. 

He  was  fo  much  diilatisfied  with  his  mode 
of  treatment,  that  he  eloped  the  next  day  ; 
although  I had  promifed  to  order  him  Mer- 
cury, in  a few  days. 


CASE  THE  THIRTEENTH. 

Jeremiah  Leary,  aged  twenty-three  years, 
was  admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into 
the  Lock  Hofpital,  December  the  14th,  1797. 
He  had  a phymofis,  and  large  venereal  ulcers 
on  the  praeputium.  He  began  to  take  the 
diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  December  the  i6th. 

2 1 ft. — The  fores  are  beginning  to  amend; 
and  the  fwelling  accompanying  the  phymofis 
has  leftened. 

28th. — His  fymptoms  continue  to  difappear. 

Jan.  nth. — He  appears  to  be  quite  well. 
He  complains  that  his  mouth  is  fore,  and 
that  he  fpits  Ibfs  in  the  day.  His  gums  look 
red  and  turgid ; but  they  fcarcely  bear  any 
refemblance  to  that  ftate  which  is  produced  by 
Mercury. 

29th  — 
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29th. — One  of  the  ulcers  has  appeared  again 
on  the  prepuce. 

Feb.  I ft. — The  forefpreads  rapidly,  and  has 
become  painful  ; and  the  abforbent  glands  in 
one  of  his  groins  are  enlarging,  and  have 
become  uneafy.  He  was  ordered  to  begin  a 
mercurial  courfe;  which  in  twelve  days  cured 
his  fores,  and  reduced  the  incipient  bubo. 
He  eloped  from  the  hofpital  on  the  21ft  of 
February,  fuppofing  himtelf  to  be  well. 

CASE  THE  FOURTEENTH. 

John  Marr  was  admitted  a patient,  under 
my  care,  at  the  Public  Difpenfary,  January 
the  i6th,  1798.  He  received  the  infection 
four  months  before,  and  had  not  taken  any 
medicine  for  it.  He  has  chancres  on  the 
praeputium  ; a bubo  in  each  groin  ; venereal 
eruptions  upon  his  body  ; deafnefs,  with  tin- 
nitus aurium.  He  began  to  take  the  diluted 
Nitrous  Acid,  January  the  19th. 

30th. — The  chancres  begin  to  heal ; and 
the  eruptions  are  lefs  vivid  in  their  appearance. 

I*eb.  6th.  — The  chancres  appear  to  be 
almoft  healed ; and  the  eruption  is  difappeai'- 
ing.  The  deafnefs,  &c.  is  no  belter. 


13th.— 
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13th. — The  venereal  fymptoms  have  made 
no  farther  progrefs  toward  amendment. 

20th. — The  eruptions  have  become  more 
elevated,  and  are  of  a brighter  colour,  and 
\ many  more  fpots  have  appeared  upon  other 

^ parts  of  his  body.  The  chancres  have  become 

i painful,  and  fpreading  ; and  a phymofis  has 

I come  on,  attended  with  confiderable  fwelling 

j i of  the  praeputium. 

I 26th. — All  his  complaints  have  evidently 

^ increafed.  He  was  therefore  ordered  to  dif- 

' continue  the  acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of 

1 Mercury,  by  which  he  was  cured. 

The  Nitrous  Acid  agreed  very  well  with 
Jiis  ftomach  and  bowels  ; and  he  enjoyed  good 
health  during  the  time  of  his  taking  it. 

CASE  THE  FIFTEENTH. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1798,  I was 
confulted  by  a gentleman  who  had  undergone 
j three  full  courfes  of  mercurial  frictions, 

I without  obtaining  a permanent  cure.  At  the 

time  when  I firlt  faw  him,  the  lower  extre- 
' mity  of  the  tibia  of  the  left  leg  was  expofed 

' and  carious ; he  had  podes  on  his  forehead, 

and 
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and  fcvcre  nocturnal  pains  in  his  bones : As 
he  was  in  a bad  ftate  of  health,  with  a quick 
pulfe,  and  was  much  emaciated,  I ordered 
him  to  take  the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid.  He 
took  this  medicine  during  three  weeks,  with- 
out deriving  the  leaft  advantage,  either  to 
his  health,  or  venereal  fymptoms.  1 tlien 
directed  a courie  of  Mercury  to  be  em- 
ployed, which  entirely  removed  all  his  vene- 
real complaints. 


Tbe  Three  following  Cafes  were  communicated 
by  Dr.  Baillie,  F.  R.  S.  L.  U E.  late 
Fbyfieian  of  St.  George’s  llafpital^  c£c. 

CASE  THE  SIXTEENTH. 

J.  T.  aged  twenty  one  years,  was  admitted 
a patient,  under  my  care,  into  St  George’s 
Hofpital,  July  the  26th,  1797.  He  had 

fevere)  pains  in  his  limbs,  and  a large  node 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  tibia  of  the  right 
leg.  He  ufed  the  mercurial  ointment 
during  a fortnight  after  his  admiflion ; but, 
having  a great  averfion  to  Mercury,  which 

he 
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he  thought  had  formerly  injured  his  health, 
he  was  permitted  to  difcontinue  it,  and  was 
ordered  to  take  the  Deco<5tion  of  Mezereon, 
This  plan  was  continued  for  about  five  weeks, 
ip  which  time  his  pains  w ere  greatly  relieved, 
and  the  fize  of  the  node  was  diminifhed, 
hut  neither  of  Ihefe  fymptoms  was  entirely 
removed.  He  was  then  ordered  to  leave  off 
the  Decodtion  of  Mezereon ; and  he  began 
to  take  the  Nitrous  Acid  on  the  19th  of 
September.* 

For  two  or  three  days  he  thought  his  pain;5 
were  eafier,  but  they  foon  became  as  ievere 
as  ever.  On  the  3d  of  06tober,  he  was  ordered 
to  difcontinue  the  acid  drink,  and  to  rub  in 
mercurial  ointment.  By  the  due  ufe  of  Mer- 
cury, his  pains  were  removed,  and  thq  node 
difappeared. 

CASE  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

H.  G.  aged  twenty-five  years,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient,  under  my  care,  into  St. 


* In  thefe  three  cafes,  a dram  of  concentrated 
Nitrous  Acid  was  mixed  in  a pint  of  water.  The 
patients  firft  took  Lb.  I in  the  day,  and  gradually 
increafed  the  quantity  to  Lb.  II. 

Georges 
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George’s  Hofpital,  Auguft  the  23d,  1797- 
He  had  ulcers  upon  his  penis ; a venereal 
blotch  upon  one  of  his  arms ; and  a venereal 
fore  throat,  which  had  appeared  about  a 
month  before  his  admilTion.  He  began  td 
take  diluted  Nitrous  Acid  on  the  23d  of  Au- 
guft, and  continued  it  to  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber. The  fores  on  his  penis  had  healed,  but 
were  now  open  again  ; the  blotch  upon  his 
arm  was  of  a fainter  colour  ; and  his  throat, 
which  feemed  better  during  the  firft  fort- 
night, afterwards  became  worfe.  He  was 
therefore  ordered  to  leave  oft'  the  acid,  and 
to  have  recourfe  to  Mercury.  After  rubbing 
in  the  mercurial  ointment  for  nine  or  ten 
weeks,  he  was  perfectly  cured. 


CASE  THE  eighteenth. 

W.  A.  aged  twenty-eight  years,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient,  under  my  care,  into  St. 
George’s  Hofpital,  Auguft  the  23d,  1 797.  He 
complained  of  pains  in  his  limbs,  which  were 
always  worfe  during  the  night  ; he  had  alfo 
great  tendernefs  of  the  fcalp,  with  a number 
ot  fmall  fwellings  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
* head  ;• 
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head  ; there  was  likewife  a venereal  eruption 
on  the  Ikin.  He  began  to  take  the  acid  drink 
on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  and  continued  it  to  the 
^ 26th  of  September.  During  the  firft  ten  or 
twelve  days  in  which  he  was  taking  the 
Mitrous  Acid,  he  thought  his  pains  w'ere 
eafier;  but  the  eruption,  and  the  fwellings 
upon  his  head,  were  not  at  all  affeefted  by  it. 
His  pains  however,  after  a fliort  time,  be- 
came as  bad  as  ever;  he  was  confequently 
ordered  to  difeontinue  taking  the  acid  drink, 
and  to  rub  in  mercurial  ointment.  This 
courfe  very  foon  removed  his  pains,  tlie 
fwellings  upon  his  head,  and  the  eruptions. 
After  having  continued  the  life  of  the  Mercury 
till  it  was  thought  he  was  fecure  from  a return 
of  the  difeafe,  he  was  difeharged  from  the 
hofpital. 

CASE  THE  NINETEENTH. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Marcet,  Phyjician  of 
the  London  Difpenfary. 

Freeman  South,  aged  forty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient  at  the  Public  Difpenfary, 
November  the  2 1 ft,  1 797.  He  had  a very  foul, 

deep. 
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deep,  ragged  ulcer,  in  the  right  tonfil ; the 
pofterior  part  of  the  fauces  on  the  fame  fide 
was  ulcerated,  and  there  was  another  ulcer 
near  the  bafe  of  the  uvula.  He  comphined 
of  tinnitus  in  the  right  ear  ; he  alfo  futiercd 
great  pain  in  that  part,  and  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  face,  when  he  fwallowed  his  food.  He 
had  been  married  feventecn  years,  was  the 
father  of  feveral  healthy  children,  and  he 
declared  that  he  had  never  violated  the  fidelity 
he  owed  to  his  wife.  He  never  had  any  appear- 
ance on  his  penis  refembling  a venereal  com- 
plaint. He  was  ordered  to  take  the  diluted 
Hitrous  Acid.  In  lefs  than  a week  the  ulcers 
looked  cleaner,  their  edges  alTumed  a florid 
appearance,  and  they  began  to  tontrafl.  Soon 
after  thefe  fymptoms  of  amendment  had 
appeared,  the  fores  feemed  to  become  ftation- 
ary  ; and,  after  the  acid  had  been  continued 
four  w eeks,  the  ulcers  became  foul  again,  and 
began  to  fpread. 

On  the  2 2d  of  December,  Mr.  Pearfon 
faw  this  patient  for  the  firft  time.  He 
repeated  the  fame  hiftory  of  his  difeafe  which 
he  had  given  before ; but  Mr.  P.  urging  him 
with  fomc  clofe  interrogatories,  he  acknow- 
ledged that  alter  taking  fome  liberties  with  a 

woman 
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woman  of  the  town,  a painful  pimple  ap- 
peared on  the  right  angle  of  his  mouth,  and 
that  when  this  healed,  his  throat  became  fore. 
As  the  difeafe  was  now  making  an  evident 
progrefs  under  a courfe  of  the  Nitrous  Acid, 
he  was  ordered  to  difcontinue  it,  and  to 
employ  Mercuiy,  by  which  he  obtained  a 
perfect  cure. 

Good  Effcdls  of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  Ulcers 
remaining  after  the  Cure  of  Lues  Venerea. 


CASE  THE  TWENTIETH. 

James  Gingle,  aged  fifty-one  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  September  the  21ft,  1797. 
The  proje6ting  part  of  the  penis  was  entirely 
confumed  by  a phagedenic  ulcer,  which  was 
fpreading  llowly  under  the  olfa  pubis.  This 
man  gave  the  following  account  of  himfelf;— 
that  he  had  chancres  about  eight  years  ago, 
and  was  apparently  cured  of  them : but  that 
ever  fince,  he  has  been  fubje6t  to  ulceration 
of  the  penis,  which  has  fometinies  healed 

during 
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during  a fliort  time,  and  then  has  appeared 
again  ; that  he  has  not  had  any  connexion 
with  women  fince  he  was  firft  aflfefted.  His 
difeafe  was  however  generally  regarded  as 
venereal,  and  he  had,  at  various  times,  em- 
ployed a great  deal  of  Mercury. 

From  the  patient’s  narrative,  and  the 
general  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe,  I did  not 
confider  it  to  be  venereal ; neverthelefs,  as  I 
was  dclirous  of  knowing  what  effeft  Mercury 
would  have  in  this  cafe,  I ordered  him  to 
employ  mercurial  frictions,  and  to  drefs  the 
fore  with  a carrot  poultice.  He  continued 
ufing  Mercury,  from  September  the  23d  to 
0(5lober  the  30th  ; in  w hich  time  about  one 
ounce  and  a half  of  quickfilvcr  w as  introduced 
into  the  fyltem,  and  the  fpccific  operation  of 
that  mineral  was  moderate,  but  fuflkiently 
evident.  At  this  jieriod  the  fore  was  no 
better ; it  fcemed  indeed  rather  to  have  in- 
creafed  in  fize,  and  was  become  more  painful. 

On  November  the  ift,  he  was  ordered  to 
difeontinue  the  Mercury,  and  to  begin  to  take 
the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  continuing  the  ap- 
plication of  the  carrot  poultice. 


N 


6th  — 
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5tli. — The  pain  of  the  fore  is  diminifhed  ; 
the  difcharge  is  lefs,  and  its  furface  has 
become  cleaner. 

9th. — The  ulcer  continues  to  amend.  As 
the  Nitrous  Acid  griped  him.  Laudanum  was 
added  to  the  mixture. 

Dec.  7th. — The  fore  is  nearly  healed. 

1 6th. — He  was  fo  well,  that  he  refufed  to 
remain  any  longer  in  the  hofpital,  and  went 
away  without  my  permiffion. 

CASE  THE  TWENTY-FIRST. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Ramsbotham.* 

A young  gentleman  applied  to  me  in  the 
beginning  of  February,  i79^>  account  of 
a recent,  but  very  foul  chancre,  which  was 
lituated  on  the  fide  of  the  penis,  near  the  ofla 
pubis.  I ordered  him  to  rub  in  the  mercu- 
rial ointment ; gave  him  fmall  dofes  of  Calo- 
mel, with  Opium,  at  the  fame  time ; and 
drelfed  the  fore  with  Ungt.  Hydrarg.  NitraL 


* Late  of  Wakefield,  in  Yorkfiiirc,  now  of  RkhmoTid, 


in  Surry. 


He 
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He  continued  this  courfe  during  fix  weeks  ; 
at  vvliich  time  the  fore  was  alinoll  healed,  and 
my  patient  Teemed  likely  to  be  cured  in  a 
fiiort  time.  Unfortunately  Mr.  , think- 

ing himfelf  nearly  well,  began  to  negle6t  his 
medicines,  and  omitted  applying  the  divflings, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  remaining  furfacc 
of  the  fore  became  dry,  and  was  crufted  over. 
In  about  three  weeks,  the  fore  became  painful 
again,  began  to  fpread,  and  proceeded  gra- 
dually over 'the  (kin  covering  the  right  fper- 
matic  cord,  at  the  upper  part  of  which  a fmall 
bubo  formed.  I now  gave  him  Mercury 
again  very  freely  ; and  he  alfo  took  a mix- 
ture, conlirting  of  the  Decoction  of  B.irk, 
Po\^der  of  Bark,  and  Laudanum.  To  the 
lore  I firft  applied  mild  digeftives,  and  then  a 
linl'eed  meal  }x)ultice.  Notwithllanding  all 
my  efforts,  the  fore  continued  to  fpread,  and, 
about  the  middle  of  April,  the  ulceration 
had  extended  itfclf  in  the  courfc  of  the  right 
fpermatic  cord,  dil]e(5ting  that  part  from  near 
the  abdominal  ring  down  to  the  tefticle,  and 
expoling  the  tefticle  itfelf  to  view. 

The  edges  of  the  ulcer  were  hard  and 
livid  ; its  difeharge  conlifted  of  a fetid  fanies, 
and  its  tendency  to  make  farther  ravages 
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was  but  too  evident.  The  Mercury  was 
now  difcontinued,  and  he  took,  large  dofes  of 
Bark,  with  Opium  ; he  was  aUb  fent  into  the 
country,  where  he  lived  principally  on  milk. 
He  continued  this  plan  till  the  ift  of  May: 
his  general  Hate  of  health  was  fomewhat 
improved,  but  there  was  no  favourable  alter- 
ation in  the  ulcer.  I then  accompanied  him 
to  Leeds,  to  conftilt  Mr.  Hey,  who,  having 
heard  the  hiftory  of  his  difeafe,  and  the  mode 
of  treatment,  w as  of  opinion  that4;hc  venereal 
virus  was  deftroycd.  He  ordered  the  linfeed 
meal  poultice  to  be  continued  ; with  the  addi- 
tion of  a powder  compofed  of  Pulv.  Flor, 
Chamaem.  and  Pulv.  Cinchonie,  to  be  fprink- 
led  upon  the  fore  ; and  inftcad  of  the  Bark, 
he  advifed  a preparation  of  iron,  in  the  form 
of  Dr.  Griffith’s  medicine,  to  be  given  ; at  the 
fame  time  exhibiting  Opium  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties as  to  keep  the  patient  eafy. 

The  patient  followed  thefc  direbtions  during 
ten  days,  without  finding  any  advantage  ; 
and,  as  he  did  not  confult  Mr.  Hey  again,  I 
gave  him  forty  drops  of  the  Nitrous  Acid,  in 
a pint  of  Decoaion  of  the  Bark,  daily.  The 
dreffings  were  continued  nearly  as  at  the 

firft  ; and  I dire6ted  him  to  take  a pill  every 

night. 
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night,  confining  of  a grain  of  Calomel,  a grain 
of  Antimonial  Powder,  and  two  grains  of 
Opium.  In  the  courfe  of  a fewr  days,  there 
was  a vifible  alteration  for  the  belter  in  the 
ftate  of  the  fore  ; the  livid  appearance  and 
indurated  edges  gradually  diminiflicd ; the 
difeharge  was  more  puriform,  and  his  general 
ftate  of  health  improved  rapidly. 

At  the  beginning  of  June,  the  ulcer  was 
much  diminifhed  in  fizc,  and  was  healing 
very  faft,  when  Mr.  — was  under  the 
necelfity  of  going  a journey  ; he  confequenlly 
difeontinued  the  Bark  and  Nitrous  Acid  ; and 
returned  at  the  end  of  feveral  weeks,  w ith  the 
fore  much  altered  for  the  worfe,  and  himfelf 
in  a ftate  of  ferious  indifpolition.  A phytician 
w'as  now  confultcd,  who  direfted  medicines 
adapted  to  his  fymptoms;  no  more  Nitrous 
Add  was  adminiftered  ; and  I left  Yorkihirc 
before  this  obitinate  difeafe  had  terminated. 


During  the  time  that  I was  employed  in 
making  obfervations  on  the  medicinal  quali- 
tics  of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  Lucs  Venerea,  I 

gave 
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gave  it  to  feveral  patients  who  were  afflidled 
with  untra6table  ulcers  of  the  legs  ; to  children 
fuff’ering  from  the  cancrum  oris  ; and  in  fome 
difeafes  of  the  fldn.  In  many  of  thefe  cafes,  it 
was  of  no  fervice  ; and,  where  any  beneficial 
effefts  followed  the  ufe  of  it,  I did  not  obferve 
that  it  was  in  any  degree  preferable  to  the 
remedies  ufually  employed. 

When  M.  Alyon  publifhed  his  account  of 
the  virtues  of  what  he  calls  Oxygenated  Cerate, 
(a  compofition  of  Nitrous  Acid  and  Hog’s- 
lard,)  I immediately  procured  fome,  and  ap- 
plied it  to  ulcers,  to  cutaneous  eruptions, 
and  to  the  tinea  capitis.  The  effe6ts  by 
no  means  correfponded  with  the  expecta- 
tions which  M.  Alyon’s  language  was  cal- 
culated to  excite : it  was  of  fome  fervice 
in  eruptions  attended  with  pruritus  ; but  it 
produced  no  digeftion  on  the  furface  of 
ulcers ; and  totally  failed  of  curing  every 
cafe  of  the  tinea  capitis  in  which  I tried  it. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  fuggefted,  that  the  Oxyge- 
nated Cerate  was  not  accurately  prepared: 
to  this  I reply,  that  if  M.  Alyon’s  direc- 
tions be  fufficiently  explicit,  it  mull  have  been 
rightly  compounded  ; there  is  however  an 

obfeure  brevity  in  his  defeription  of  the 

manner 
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manner  of  preparing  it,  v^hich  would  induce 
one  to  rufpeft  that  he  either  purpofely  con- 
cealed fome  part  of  the  procefs,  or  that  he 
wilhed  the  world  to  believe  that  he  was  the 
only  perfon  from  whom  it  could  be  procured 
in  a genuine  form. 

When  the  Nitrous  Acid  is  given  to  patients 
ufing  Mercury,  it  promotes  the  appetite,  im- 
proves the  general  health,  and  lefiens  the 
peculiar  operation  of  that  mineral  on  the 
mouth  and  fauces,  and  in  thefe  refpefls,  its 
qualities  refcmble  thofe  pofleded  by  the  other 
mineral  acids.  Its  effects  are  likcwife  ana- 
logous to  what  are  produced  by  expofure 
to  atmofpheric  air. 

The  Nitrous  Acid  docs  not,  however,  as 
fbr  as  my  obfervations  extend,  alTift,  or  pro- 
mote the  action  of  Mercury  in  the  cure  of 
Lues  Venerea  ; fo  that  the  furgeon  would 
neither  be  authorifed  to  diminifli  the  quantity 
of  that  mineral,  nor  to  abridge  the  time 
ufually  occupied  in  completing  a courfe 
fufficient  to  give  permanent  fecurity  to  the 
patient. 
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In  concluding  this  little  work,  I think  it 
proper  to  offer  the  following  obfervations,  as 
the  refult  of  my  inquiries  into  the  merits  of  the 
feveral  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  in  Lues 
Venerea,  which  have  formed  the  fubjedl  of  the 
foregoing  pages. 

1.  The  Guaiacum,  Sarfaparilla,  Mezereum, 
Walnuts,  Opium,  and  Peruvian  Bark,  have 
often  removed  fome  of  the  primary  and 
fccondary  fymptoms  of  Lucs  Venerea,  and 
have  alleviated  others.  They  are  likewife 
each  of  them  capable  of  removing  ceitain 
fequelcE  of  Lues  Venerea,  where  the  farther 
adminiftration  of  Mercury  would  prove  inju- 
rious.  Yet,  no  fatisfaaory  feries  of  evidence 
can  be  adduced,  demonftrating  tliat  any,  or 
all  of  thefe  vegetables,  given  fingly,  or  com- 
bined, are  competent  to  the  eradicating  of 
Lues  Venerea  from  the  animal  body. 

2.  It  muft  be  conceded,  that  certain  indu- 
bitable fymptoms  of  Syphilis  have  difappeared, 
during  a ccurfe  of  the  vegetable  remedies  , 

but  the  fame  fymptoms  have  gperally  re- 
curred, 
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tulred,  even  at  the  very  time  when  the 
patient  w-as  taking  largely  of  the  medicines 
which  had  produced  this  temporary  benefit. 
Even  where  the  patient  has  remained  appa- 
rently well  during  five  or  fix  weeks,  the 
difeafe  has  neverthelefs  always  returned  ; and, 
what  is  w'prthy  of  particular  attention,  the 
fame  fymptoms  precifely  have  recurred,  which 
had  been  feemingly  cured  during  the  admi- 
niltration  of  the  medicines  alluded  to.  This 
fa6l  may  be  confidered  as  a proof,  that  vene- 
real fymptoms  are  not  cured  by  them  in  any 
proper  lenfe  ; becaufe  local  appearances  admit 
of  a perte<5l  cure  by  a mode  of  adminiftering 
Mercury  which  lhall  neverthelefs  be  infufficient 
to  fecure  the  conllitulion. 

3,  The  Muriated  Barytes,  and  two  of  the 
Mineral  Acids,  when  given  to  venereal  pati- 
ents, have  the  power  of  fufpending.  Tor  a 
limited  time,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe^  and 
of  removing  many  fecondary  lymptoms  ; but 
they  are  not  equal  to  the  fubduing  of  the 
virus,  and  freeing  the  conftitution  entirely 
from  the  ejffedls  of  that  deftru6tive  malady. 
They  may  likewife  be  employed  with  great 
advantage  in  thofe  phagedenic  ulcers  of  the 

O genitals. 
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gentials,  and  of  the  groin,  which  may  be  claiftd 
among  the  fequelae  of  SypliiUs. 

• 4.  The  Nitric  and  Nitrous  Acids  have  re- 
moved both  the  primary  and  fecondary  fymp- 
toms  of  Syphilis  ; and,  in  fome  inftances,  it 
feems,  that  the  former  have  not  recurred,  nor 
have  fecondary  fymptoms  appeared,  at  the 
period  they  commonly  (hew  themfelves,  when 
the  cure  has  been  imperfe<5t.  But,  as  far  as 
my  own  experience  extends,  and  that  of 
many  refpeftable  friends,  who  are  connected 
with  large  hofpitals,  a permanent  cure  has 
never  been  accomplifhcd  by  thefe  acids,  where 
fecondary  fymptoms  have  been  prefent. 

The  fame  acids,  when  exhibited  with  the 
utmoft  care  and  attention  to  many  patients 
labouring  under  the  primary  fymptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  where  they  have  agreed 
perfectly  well  with  the  ftomach,  have  been 
neverthelefs,  found  inadequate  to  the  cure  of 
thofe  fymptoms.  Indeed  the  failures  which 
have  occurred,  both  in  my  own  pra6tice  and 
that  of  many  of  my  furgical  friends,  have 
been  fo  numerous,  that  I do  not  think  it  eli- 
gible to  rely  on  the  Nitrous  Acid,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  any  one  form  of  the  Lues  Venerea. 

But 
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Blit,  while  I am  ohliged  thus  to  detraft  from 
the  fuppofcd  nierito  of  the  Nitrous  Acid  as 
an  antidote  againit  Lues  Venerea,  I would  by 
no  means  w ilh  to  fee  it  exploded  as  a medicine 
altogether  ufelefs  in  that  difeafe. 

Where  an  impaired  ftate  of  the  confiitution 
renders  the  introdu6lion  of  Mercury  into  the 
animal  fyftem  inconvenient,  or  evidently 
improper,  the  Nitrous  Acid  will  be  found 
capable  of  reftraining  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  will  improve 
the  health  and  ftrength  of  the  patient.  On 
Ibme  occafions,  this  acid  may  be  given  in 
conjun6lion  with  a courfe  of  mercurial  in- 
unction ; and  it  will  be  found  to  fupport  the 
tone  of  the  ftomach  ; to  promote  the  appetite  ; 
to  deteiTnine  powerfully  to  the  kidnies,  and 
to  counteract  in  no  inconfiderable  degree  the 
effects  of  Mercury  on  the  mouth  and  fauces. 
Thcfc  advantages  are  by  no  means  unimpor- 
tant ; and  certainly  entitle  the  gentlemen  who 
have  been  aCtive  in  promoting  the  introduc- 
tion  of  this  acid  into  general  practice,  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  public. 

I will  not  prefume,  however,  to  affert,  that 
\\c  have  yet  learnt  all  that  can  be  known,  of 
the  bdt  mode  ot  cxliibiting  this  medicine  ; nor 
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■will  I fuppofe  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  ne  plus 
of  its  virtues.  Yet,  in  the  prefent  ftatd 
of  our  information  upon  this  fubjea,  it  would 
by  no  means  be  warrantable  to  fubllitute  the 
Nitrous  Acid  in  the  place  of  Mercury,  for 
the  cure  of  venereal  complaints ; nor  to 
permit  the  knowledge  we  have  gained  re- 
fpeaing  fome  ufeful  properties  of  the  former, 
to  feduce  us  to  rejea  what  a long  courfe  of 
experience  has  taught  us  of  the  certain  effi- 
cacy of  the  latter. 


THE  END. 


PrinitdbyW  Smiib, 

King  Street,  Se^en  Oi»h- 
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